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jf has been jufty oblervetF/ 
I" that if a 1 Man Were to : keeS" 
I a eonftattt ReeUler 1 of atf 
J the Opinions he hatT eh- 
" fertained upon Eoye, Poli- 
ticks, Religion, Learning,' arid 1 every 1 <f-' 
; ther Object that employs or' attittfts the' 
' Human Mirid, it Would in tjrri^fweilto 
s a" prodigious Medley of.AblutSlties : ahd J 
J Incohliltencies. Yet this is. a Task 
Which a writer of Occasional fifliysj an 
oblerver upon the Times (Joes in feme 
rrieafiire undertake ; and this obfervati- 
oii ought to'ftand in Excufc for (bme 
of* his imilts, elpecially to fiich Pe'rfbris 
as have Serue enough to reflect proper- 
ly upon the Wandrings of their Own 
Imaginations. 
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The Contradidions and Repugnan- 
cies which mult be the Confluence of 
a Man's letting down every Obfervation 
he makes are charged home upon Mon- 
taigtUy and the Eflayifts in general, by 
Ben John/on in his Vifcoverks, about a 
Hundred Years ago, and I believe that 
the World by this Time is univerfally 
convinced of the Truth of his Accufa- 
ttonj dio' the Fault he complains of 
is reckoned Co trivial as hardly to need 
an Apology. And therefore the Author 
of the following Difcourfes attempts to 
offer none for fuch Inconfiftencies as 
others may find in them, on the contra- 
ry he owns his Surprize that upon a Re- 
vifal Co few fhould appear to himfelf. 

There is one thing however that may 
be laid in favour of all Authors of this 
Clafs, that when Letters (cfpecially thofe 
of Humour) are written under a ficti- 
tious Character, the Writer of them is 
no more accountable for all the Opini- 
ons advanced in them, than a Comic k 
Poet is chargeable with the Sentiments 
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he puts into the Mouth of a foolish or 
wicked Perfbn of his Drama. 

Moft of the following Eflays are ctir- 
fory Obfervations made upon things as 
they appeared, and therefore the Pates, 
are annexed to them, in order to call 
back the Reader's Mind to the Scenes 
which were then in the Writer's View, 
which perhaps in fbmc Places may be 
neceflary. They were all publifhed either 
in the London or Britijb Journal, on the 
Days they bear date j and tho' many of 
them were favourably received, they 
are not now rcpubliihed from any Opi- 
nion of their Excellence, but to refute 
the Calumny of a rancorous and foul- 
mouth'd Railer who has aflerted in print 
that the Author of them wrote federal 
Scurrilities in thole Papers. It is owin 
to this that fome are here printed, whic 
his Judgment would have obliged him 
to fupprefs, but he thought himfelf 
bound to produce all he had written; 
which is here done, except an incon- 
fldexable Number upon political Sub- 
- " jects 
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could not liijy 6e uh4a(tood' Vithpu'c' 
rejpr1ritin£; (^hibft! lie has iio J Right to. 
dfe)' thole bifcourfes of others to wnfcK' 
ifcy ^ere either Xnlwers or Replies. 
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SPECULATIST. 

Of N E W S. 

| Have fome Time ago feen. a Prodi- 
jf gyV a printed Half Sheet, under the 
g Title of a News-Paper, ('and noc 
g pablifh'd by Authority,) without one 
" Article of Intelligence, either Fo- 
reign or Domefttck ; the Prices of Stocks, and 
a Crowd of Advertifements, thofe Advices from 
the lower World, made up the whole Account. 
What this could certainly mean, I am at a Lois 
to difcover j but if Conjectures have any Weight, ■ 
thai happened to be one of the Author's peni- 
tential Days, which it feems he determined fo- 
kmniy to celebrate by a. religious Abitinence 
from thefe Tropes and Figures, which, to be 
fare, mud lie heavy upon the Confciences of 
all News- Writers, that have any. But what 
this flrange Phenomenon does portend, we may 
venture to lay with more Certainty, if added 
to other ftrange Appearances which we have" 
B lately 
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lately feen : It prefages a Dearth of News j and 
what the Confequences are like to be, I tremble 
to difclofe : But the light eft Calamity we have 
to dread, is, that our Speculative Tradcfmen 
and Coffee-Houfe Haunters will be in Danger 
of being reduced to the deplorable Neceflity of 
having little elfe to mind but their own Bufi- 
nefs. ' 

How heavily the Anger of Heaven is to fell 
upon our Fraternity, with Horror I forefee. We 
have, like a Number of our Readers, lived, for 
(brie Time paft, upon the Hopes 6f good 
News. Every Day, every Paper was barren of 
prefent Entertainment, but pregnant with fome- 
thing great to come. The Affair of Thorn (but, 
alas T that's in a fair Way of being huih'd) 
promifed, for a while, fomething like a Har- 
veft * but it is loft. We had almoft concciv'd 
the Dawn of a Hope, that a War, might grow 
out of the Pique between France and Spain $ 
and another in Italy we thought as good as be- 
gun 3 but all our Hopes are vanifhed: Though 
tome Gentlemen of my Acquaintance have been 
at the Trouble of drawing up* feveral pretty 
Defcriptions of Battels, Sieges, and Skirmiflies* 
in elegant Language, and full of fmart Reflec- 
tions* which would be very ufcftil in caie of a 
War, as having Blanks for the Names of the 
Parties, viftorious and vanquished, and the 
Scene of A&ion, fo that they might be ready 
for the Prefs at a Minute's Warning; but are 
now, to their great Grief, little better than fo 
much wafte Paper. 

But, alas! what fhall we do? Thorn is over* 
the French and Spaniard like to be at Peace $ 
the Spaniard and German fixed Friends * and Jo* 
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natban Wild eauipp'd for another World, Me- 
thinks, I behold my Brethren fcratching their 
Heads, and pumping their Inventions, for a 
fmall Stock of Intelligence, to march before a 
Squadron of Advertifements, which, in Time, 
vtill dwindle away and defert, for want of Lea- 
ders : and when they have got a Piece of News^ 
behold them exerting the OEcoiiomifts, and 
managing it with a world of good Husbandry^ 
to make it laft as long as poflible : In one Day's 
Paper you fliall fee it fairly and impartially 
told j in the next a Difference in a fmall Cir- 
cumftance* in a third, turned infide out, and 
new drefled, like an old Coat ; and fo on, till 
it will bfcar no more Turning. I cannot help 
recollecting^ Upon this Occafion, a PafTage,' 
which -bears fome Refemblance to fuch Prafcci- 
ces. My Vi&ualler in Sheer-Lane was one Day^ 
*3 I walked into the Kitchen, fpitting a Piece 
of Fletfi, which I thought had no very good 
Afpeft : I asked him what it was : To which 
he very frankly rcply'd thus: Ifs a Piece of 
Btef) Mafter 9 that was boiled all laft Week^ but 
I bad no Fortune with it ! Now Fll toaft it, may- 
hap God may find bettet Luck * but if he Jbould not, 
I intend to baft it next Week. 

I thank God and the Pat liament, that I have 
nothing like this to fear for my felf * my Si- 
tuation in the Tail of the Week makes me 
little better than a CoHcftor of Intelligence, to 
vend by Wholefatej and our Lcgiflature, by 
wholfome Severities, have reduced me to (o 
moderate a Size± that after I have fcrapM to- 
gether a Stock of Obfervations from our Diur* 
i>al Authors, I (hall h^ve little Room left for 
Inventions of my o wn,if I were fo inclined t nay* 
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I fhaU often be foreed to pare my Colle&ion of 
its fuperfluous and fufpicious . Articles, in o*dcf 
to bring it within my Compafs, and that way 
fave myfclf a world of Skis. Nor is this a con- 
temptible Advantage which wc draw from th? 
late Malt Bill? which* thfcugb moft of ns Jour- 
nalifts grumbled at for a while, like the Citi- 
zens at their Bill, yet, like that, jn the mai% 
will be found, in tome meafure, for our Bene- 
fit, fincc what wc thought would be only a 
Burden to our Purfes* will prove alfo an Eafe 
to our Confciences. 

But, in order to want no Room for necefla* 
ry Truths, I muft intreat my kind Correfpon- 
dents, who how and then furniih me with initial 
Eflays for this Paper, not to be fo prolix ii> 
their Writings : my Readers, in general, lov* 
$Jews> to which the Letter in the Frontiipieee 
is not fo properly the Sauce as the Grace. It 
is then certainly ill-judg'd to make them wait* 
like a Fanatick Preacher, tjlL their StomacK 
palls, and their Food cools 3 no, let thenar in? 
God^s Name, fall to while it's warm, and 
they'll digeft it the better. I would alfo> if 
I might with any Decency, advife them not to^ 
be fo ferious, or fo much in earncft ia what; 
they write upon thefe Occafions : It is idle in 
us to encroach upon the Province of the Pal** 
pit, as we very often do in long moral and re- 
ligious Eflays. It is good to be merry and 
wife, quoth the Proverb * let us then joi© to* 
make our Readers fa: If my Correfpondeat* 
wiU be fo good as to be very pleaiant and fa* 


* The Bill whkh firfi impos'd 4 Stomp ufn Jnrnth, *»d> 
nduCdl them, from thru half Shuts t* ci*#. 
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cetious in the witty Part of this Journal, I will 
undertake to be profoundly fage and learned in 
the hiftorical Part. 

Oar Tafte for News is a very odd one ; yet 
it muft be fed : And tho* it feems a Jcft to 
Foreigners, yet it is an Amufemcnt we can't be 
without, and certainly arifes from a Senfe of 
Liberty, which infpires us with a Curiofity to 
know the A&ions of our Superiors, in order to 
cenfure, or applaud them, as we fee Caufe. 
Spencer^ in his View of the State of Ireland, has 
a whimfical Story * with which, without con* 
fidering whether it be applicable or no, I fliaB 
conclude this Difcourfe. He fays, c The In* 
habitants of that Kingdom were, in his Time, 
prodigioufly fond of News, (I am fure their 
Frofterity may retort the Observation upon 
his Countrymen at this Day,) infomuch, that 
& French Man, who had fpent fome Time in 
that Country, meeting with a Gentleman 
whom he had known there, at Paris^ as foon 
as the firft Civilities were over, asked him, 
with Abundance of Earneftnefs, whether his 
Friends had heard any Thing of the News 
they had loft, and made fuch frequent £o* 
quiries for, while he was in Ireland, 

July h l 7*-r- 
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Of Publick Papers. 

To &c. 
SIR, 

I Am encouraged, from your laft Paper, tq 
become your Correfpondent : This Letter 
{hall lay down the Plan by which I defign to 
proceed * which if you like, and my Humour 
holds, you may expert frequently to hear from 
me. 

THERE is hardly a Quack in this great 
Metropolis, who does not, in his Bills, 
ive put that he has a Sufficiency of Skill to 
lefeat the moil violent Attacks of every noxi- 
ous Diftcmper : In like manner our Weekly, 
or Diurnal Authors promife a Cure for almoft 
every Vice or Folly which docs, or may, in- 
fe& the Minds of their patient Readers 5 tho* 
there haye been found fome, in both Profcf- 
fions, who have modeftly pretended no farther 
than to apply Remedies to one {ingle Malady t 
For Example, the Author of the Gout-Stone in 
Phyfick, and the Author of the Independent 
Whig in our Way. 

I confefs, thofe worthy Precedents have fuch 
Weight with me, that I {hall, in my prefent 
Chara&eJy aflume no more than one Province^ 
tho' Envy will allow 'tis a moft difficult one, 
and fuch as, well managed, will render my Glo- 
ry immortal. I {hall apply my whole Skill, 
*pme, and Labbur, tp the corre&ing and cu- 
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ring that intollerablc Itch of Scribbling) which 
is, at prcfent, fo epidemical) and withal fo bane- 
ful, that, likea Leprofy, it renders the Infe&ed 
unfit for the Society of the reft of Mankind. 
The Lawyers inform me, that of old there were 
legal Methods for removing infe&ious People 
from the Company of the Clean and Unfppt- 
ted* and indeed) I am told, that fomething like 
that has been often pra&ifed on our fcribbling 
Gentry) but without Succefs. They (till went 
on in their Follies,and by that fufficicntly ihew'd 
their want of Worth. The melodious Nightin- 
gale will only fine at Liberty,amidft the Groves, 
while Parrots and Magpies are meanly content 
to chatter in Cages. 

But why I, who have the Marks of Unclean- 
i)ef$ upoa me, fhould undertake this arduous 
Task) will be wonder'd at, and Men will be 
apt to fay, as to the Fox in the Fable, Doftor* 
cure thy/elf 5 but all fuch Jefts I bar, and muft 
inform my Cavillers, that a Man of Skill, from 
a Knowledge of his own Difeafe, may, in fome 
meafure, be able to orefcribe to others in the 
fame Condition: Betides, as all Nations that 
have Wif^om exprefs it in their Proverbs, there 
is a homely one in our Tongue, that will at 
once be a Reafon for my engaging in this 
Affair, and a Proof of my Ability for the Per- 
formance of it. This Proverb I can't decently 
repeat, therefore will only fay, That the Succefs 
pf the famous Jonathan Wild has made it aknoft 
oraeulous in bis Way. And I hope my Pra&icc 
will give it little lefs Credit in a manner fome* 
thing different. 

I don't defpair .of Encouragement from the 
Publicly when they frail kaow what Labour 
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and Expcnce I am at in their Service * the Reams 
of Nonfenfe I muft read in Coffee- Houfcs, and 
the Drams I mud drink to digeft them ; add to 
that the Fatigue of travelling from Houfe to 
Houfe in fearch of fome Papers, which are hard- 
ly any where to be found out at the Printer's, 
who is perhaps known by nothing lefs than the 
Printing of them. I muft alfo, in Jufticc to 
myfelf, let the World know my Impartiality in 
this Affair: As I chiefly defign a Satyr upon 
Dulinefs, I would condemn nothing that defer- 
ved better U(age > and if any Piece that comes 
under my Cenlure, happens to have ten good 
Lines in it, I declare I will fpare the Whole for 
the fake of them. To this End, I am at the 
Expcnce of paying a Critick, who is to make a 
faitnful Report of the Beauties which he finds 
in the Writings of my Cotemporaries > but as I 
apprehend his Place will be wit a Sine Cure, I 
own I have not fet him down at a very large Sa- 
lary. Ail thefe Things confider'd, I hope I 
ihall find Favour in the Sight of my Readers 5 
and I believe the Coffee-Houfes will be lb true 
to their own Intereft, as to take in this Paper t 
fince no prudent Perfon would refufe Entertain- 
ment to a Weafel, whofe Houfe was pefter'd 
with Rats. 

I will not make Profeffions of the publick 
Spirit which infpires me to begin this Work, 
th^t is a Vanity I {hall not imitate my Brethren 
of the Quill in : I have no Right to fuch an 
Honour > for it muft be confefs'd, that their 
Motives arc of a very public Nature, fince they 
generally are to procure Food and Rayment, 
without which the World would be in Danger 
of lofing not only the Writings, but the Lives 
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of fuch excellent, fuch knowing Men, as them* 
(elves. 

But, to return to my Defign, as I intend this 
for a Satyr upon DuUnefe, Writings of that Na- 
ture will mofl; frequently pafs thro' my Hands % 
nor will it be wonderful if I catch the Infec- 
tion, fo for as now and then to difcover Symp- 
toms of the Difeafe j and if I fometimes nod, 
it muft be attribyted to the great Quantity of 
foporifcrous Stuff I am oblig'd to take down. 
Humanity is frails and it is obferv'd, that all 
Pefts are in the fame Degree contagious as they 
are noxious : The Phyficians that attend infec- 
ted Hojifcs, tho' never fo well prepar r d, don't 
always efcape j and fure my Danger will be pi- 
tied by all who know what I am to go through, 
down from the volatile Infipidity of the Weekly 
Journal to the taftclefe Stupidity of the Pejt-Man. 
■ To be ferious for a while* I would not be 
underftood as if I meant to give no fair Play 
to any that came under my Ccnfurc : I declare 
that I will not, under Pretence of criticifing 
any Man's Writings, throw in fcandalous Hints 
relating to his Life, Chara&er, or Morals. I 
think the Man a Villain who ftabs in the dark $ 
and fuch a Proceeding is no better. Tho' I 
difclofe my own Name, I have no Right to 
expofe another's : I have a great many Reafons 
to believe that a Man may be a very honeft Man, 
and a moft damnable Writer •, and it's more than 
probable, that I may have fome Acquaintance 
with the Author whofe Works I cenlurc moft j 
for which Reafon, I hope he'll confidcr my O- 
pinions only as Pieces of Advice to himfelf, 
tho' the World may look upon them as Satyrs 
on his Writings. 

Always 


ip Tie Spiculatist7 

Always provided, that nothing I have laid 
here fhall exclude me from my Right to all the 
little Sarcafms, weather-beaten Ironies, and o- 
ther Common-Place Jefts, which I look upon 
%o be an inexhauftiblc Fund of Wit and Learn- 
ing, and which have been, Time out of Mind, 
the Plunder of my Predcceflbrs in this Way, 
and are now the fole Subfiftance of my modern 
Brethren. I fhall referve to myfelf the Liberty 
of animadverting in every Style and Manner \ in 
Verfe or Profe> in the Serious, the Gay, the 
Moral, or the Jocular, according as my Hu- 
mour and the Subject happen to agree, or the 
* Seafon, and the Temper of my Readers happen 
to require* I had almoft forgot to infift upon 
piy Right of Praifing, if apy Thing deferved 
fuch Uiage : I hope I fhall be allowed it, tho* 
I have already hinted, that I believe I fhall not 
have Occafion to trefpafs often in that Way 
upon the Indulgence of my gentle Reader. 

Tho* the Corre&ion of Petty Scribblers b$ 
my chief Defign, yet, like the main Aftion of 
the Drama, it may be heightened and embellifh'd 
by the interweaving of Epifodes and Under? 

Elots, which ferve to give it a graceful Variety. 
Fpon this Account I inall be fometimes tempted 
to animadvert upon other Writers in other 
Wavs j noT fhall the Stage nor the Pulpit efcaps 
my Notice : I fhall now and then honour them 
with a Lafh or an Encomium, as they fhall pro- 
ceed to deferve : I fhall alfo fometimes vifit the 
Sins of the Authors upon their Readers, and lend 
a helping Hand to the curing of fuch Follies 
as Men have contra&ed by an ill Diet of Read? 
jng, or a Want of the Exercife of Rcflc&ion. 
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I have read in the Works of fome Freethinker, 
that Prieftcraft damns more Souls than it favesj 
how that may be I won't venture to determine : 
But this I will aflert, that Books corrupt more 
Underftandings than they improve. The Li- 
berty of the rrefs is not io great a Mark of our 
Freedom, as theReduridancy of Pamphlets is a 
Symptom of Decay in our Scnfe. It is in Read- 
ing as in Buflnefs $ idle People are more intent 
on what belongs to tfyeir Neighbours than their 
own j by which Means every one contrafts a 
Way of Thinking unfuitabje to the Chara&er 
he is to fuftain in Life. I have known a Law- 
yer who knew more of Euclid's Elements than of 
Coke's Reports, and a Divine who was better ac- 
quainted with the Odes of Horace, than the 
Pfalms of David: Yet thefc were thought Exr 
cellepcies in them; as if a Man who reads what 
he fhould not, might not as well be idle any o- 
ther Way. TThete and fuch Enormities I fliall 
touch on in the Courfe of this Work $ and if I 
have any Succefs, it muft be imputed to extra- 
ordinary Skill, fincc no Fool is fo hard to be 
brought to Reafon, as a Fool of Learning. 

It may happen, that now and then fome other 
Follies mall come • under my Corre&ion : This I 
4on*t give out as if I intended a Deviation from 
my firft pefign, but to encourage my Cqrre- 
fpondents to give me their Thoughts upon every 
Subjeft worth Reprehcnfion -, and fo make my- 
felf at leaft inftruipental in their Endeavours tp 
cure fuch Difeafes of the Mind as I don't pre- 
tend to make my own Skill reach to. 

lam. Sir y 

Tour bumble Servant, 

Jttfy io, \7if. WILL. SHARPSIGHT- 
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Of Motto's. 

* 

To &. 

THERE is nothing which gives me fo pror 
found a Veneration for our modern Wri- 
ters, as their vaft Learning, tho* my Paffion is 
increafed by the bounteous Liberality with which 
they beftow it upon us, their ignorant Readers. 
An Author cannot publifh a Two-Penny Paper 
without letting us know that he reads the Claf- 
ficks | and tho' we don't find that in the Work^ 
becaufe perhaps 'tis foreign to his Difcourfe, yet 
in his Frontiipiece he never fails to ftrow his 
Knowledge plentifully among us ; I have often 
met at the Top of a Half-Sheet, a Page and a 
Half of claffical Learning j perhaps the Author 
had made a Vow to have fomething good in his 
Paper* I always conftrue Things for the beft : But 
I never met with the meaneft of them, who did 
pot endeavour to perfuade you by his Title Page, 
(a Caution not always unneceflary) that he had 
read Somebody's Works befides his own, tho* 
it only happened to be the Produ&ions of fome 
of his ingenious Cotemporaries. * 

A Motto, as at prefent managed, is a Rag of 
Latin or Greek made up into a kind of poetical 
Forehead-Cloth, which our Authors wear with- 
out confidering its Aptnefs, Propriety, or the 
Stuff it is made of. Authors chufe Motto's to 
their Works, as Efquires do Crefts to their 
A^rmsy without any regard to Decency or Judg- 

'■*."* went, 
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ment, but mccrly for Fancy's fake. A bright 
Paflage in the Front of a Work^ has juftly been 
compared to a Star in the Forehead of a Horfe* 
and therefore it often happens, that when they 
don't naturally grow, Men torture both Horfes 
and Writings in order to procure them; But 
here the Comparifon fails in one Thing 5 we on- 
ly torment the Horfes' we have a Property in, 
but our Spleen always falls upon the Writings 
which don't belong to us. 

I always imagined that a Motto ought to be 
a Sort of a Text, from which all the enfuing 
Difco'urie may be fuppofed to be drawn 5 but 
I find my Miftake, from thePra&iceof our beft 
Writers: I can never obferve the Icaft Cor- 
refpondence between the Text and the Body of 
their Compofures : A fine Paflage is all they aim 
at $ and a fine Paflage they generally make ufe 
of. Mr. Addifon prettily defines a Motto to be 
a Wwd to the (rife 5 but they are far from think- 
ing a Word to the Wife fufficient^ fince they of- 
ten cram them with more than a School-Boy's 
Lefibn. 

If we enquire into the Original of Motto's, 
we fliall find that in the beginning they were 
fhort pithy Sentences which the Antients ufedto 
ftrike on their Coin, oddly furmifing, that Wit . 
and Money oijght to go together* From thence 
it will follow, as Mr. Addifon obferves in hi* 
Treatife of Medals, that a Motto, in its primi- 
tive Purity* fhould be Succinft, Apt, and Point- 
ed, > that is* it fhould entertain with its Con- 
ceit, be proper to the Occafion it was made for,, 
and be fbort enough to be engraved on a Piece 
of Money. A certain great Poet has written a. 
Jjne Copy of Verfes in Praife of the Treatife a- 

bove 
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Bbve mentioned * which yet we will do him tM 
Juftice to believe he did not read, fince he hai 
fo little obferyed the Rules laid down in it : He 
is contriving a Medal to be ftruck in honour of 
his Patron, and recommending a Motto proper 
to be inferibed in lofting Notes round the Orb 
of it, which he does in thefe Lines. 

Statefman^ yet Friend to T^uth, in Soul ftneere. 
In ABion faith ful y and in Honour clear i 
Who broke no Promife^ fought no private End', 
JFho gained no Tttle, and who loft no Friend i 
Ennobled by him/elf^ by all approv*d^ 
Jtnd praised unenvied by the Mufe he lov*d. g 

Nowj in the Name of God, is this anlnfcrip- 
tion for the Orb of a Medal, or a Milftone ? Sure 
I am, it's large enough for. the latter : His Friend* 
here are a little puzzled to excufe him * but 1 
think it's eafily done, bf recolle&ing that the 
Medals were to be of pute Gold) and that he 
might reafonably expeft orie of them for hifr 
Pains. 

But to return to our Authors : It would be 
hard to compel them to riieaftire either their Wit, 
or their Learning, by their Money: tho'-I am 
forry to fay, that many of their Readers do it 
for them. However, it may be right to cau- 
tion them, that folic Wit ana injudicious Learn- 
ing will no more pafs in the World of Letters, 
than counterfeit Coin, or clipp'd Money, in the 
World of Bufinefs. That Affe&ation of Learn- 
ing which we find in a Title-Page, creates a 
ihrcwd Sufpicion, that we are to expeft none in 
the Book. I am not for depriving ingenious 
Men of all manner of Motto's * no, 1 would en^ 

courage 
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courage them to find out fomething very pat, 
arid very proper, but above all, let it be very 
fhort 5 and if they can think of no fuch, I fan- 
cy they may omit a Motto with more Credit to 
their Senfe, than infert an ill one with Reputa- 
tion to their Learning. 

But there are other Motto-makers, befides 
Authors, who call loudly for a Cenfor : Look 
on all the Coaches of Quality that on a fair Day 
are to be feen at the Ring $ and how few of 
them have either Propriety of Thought* Ele- 
gance of Language* or common Senfe, inferib'd 
upon them ? Indeed, this is a large Field : But 
I decline it, when I reflect that it is making war 
upon Heralds, a Set of People as deftitute of 
Underftanding, as thofe that imploy them. Be* 
fides, there can be no good Reafon given why 
my Lord's Motto fhould have more Propriety 
or Reafon in it, than his Coat of Arms. 

I will conclude with an Advice to all Dealers 
in Motto's, that can't be cur'd of the Habit, 
That they ufc no other Methods in their choice 
of them, than the Ladies do in chufing Lap- 
Dogs, where the Smallnefs is always the beft Re- 
commendation : A; little one can do all the Of- 
fices of a latter, and is not quite fo trouble- 
some in the Carriage; 

/ am Sir j ( vv 1 . 

. ?■ ■ 

Tour Humble Servant, * 

July, 17. i7*f. WILL, SHARPSIGHT. 
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Of Tn IEVIN G. 
SIR, 

PERHAPS, you'll think that I am waadring' 
beyond my Province, when I engage toigivc 
you in; this Difcaurfe a Panegyrick upon Thiev- 
ing: But 1 expe£fc that you will ndt debar me 
from this Opportunity of making my Court 
(and perhaps,, by fo doing,, of making my For- 
time) to feveral of my good . Patrons in Office 3 
for whofe fake I have undertaken to prove that 
Filching is as ©id as the World ; that it has been 
the Practice of alt Agts and Nations*, that the 
beft of Men haive endeavoured . to. keep it in 
Countenance r And in fhonrty that without it* 
lore had had, as the Song fays, neither Phifofo* 
fibers^ PaetSy not Kings* In a Word, I think I 
can prove that all Mea are Thieves, tho' ve*ji 
few have the Honefty to confefs: it. 
- The firft Theft .was committed in Paradifti 
and the firft Thief was due univerfal Mother, tat 
the Honour of the fair Sex be it fpoken $ who, 
influenced by fo good an Example, have, to this 
Day kept up their Laudable, Appetite for Pil- 
fering, as appears by the numerous Complaints 
you near of doleful Swains whofe Hearts have 
Seen purloined/ In this I'thirtfe they have got 
the Start of us \ we can prove our firft Sire no 
more than a Receiver at befl: ; and the Proverb 
will not allow the Receiver to be as good as the 
Thief. After 
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After this no Body will controvert the Anti- 
quity of this Art : It remains then, that feme- 
riling be faid for the Honour of our own Scj^ 
Who, tho* they cannot boaft of being the It> 
venters of it, yet I hope to fhew, that they 
have made as many Improvements on it, and car- 
ried it to as high a Pitch, as it would bear. 
The Jews Sealing every Thing they could wrap 
and rend from the Egyptians, at their Departure, 
is an Exploit that we ihaU come in for at fcaft 
half the Glory of, tho' it mould be allowed that 
the Ladies, as it often happens in modern Marches, 
carried the Kaapfecks, and the Men only bore 
their Arms. .' 

He muft be very, ignorant of Htftory, who 
knows not that the Egyptians x a learned and wife 
Natipn, held this Art in fuch high Efteem, thaf * 
they punched feverely ignorant Pretenders to it : 
Antient Writers aflUre us, that a Theft clever- 
ly performed, intStled the Artift to the Booty 
purloined $ but if he was fo aukward, as to be 
dete&ed before the Completion of his Purpofe^ 
he was turned ovfer to the Hands of pld Father 
Antique the Law y as Butler fays, 

For daring to propkane a fbityg 
So (acred, nvtth viie Bungling. 

The Lacedemonians were fo w.ell ^ppriz'd of 
the great Ufe and Advantage of this Ait* that 
they eariy inftru&cd their Children in the com- 
mendable Practice of Filching $ and every one 
knows that the Lacedemonians were always re- 
puted a wife and famous People, tho* it be cer- 
tain that no other of the polite Arts or Science* 
ever got footing amongft them. 

C So 
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So remarkable an Inftancc as that of Romulus 
jnuft not be onjitted : He very wifely rak'd to- 
gether a Parcel of Thieves * and they became 
the Progenitors of a Set of People, who, while 
they kept up to the Virtues of their Anceftors, 
,wcre the moil powerful, the moft learned, and 
the moft polite Nation in the World, But 
when they grew rich, and their Opulence fet them 
above practifing thofe Virtues, they dwindled 
into nothing. 

That it has been the univerfal Pra&ice, (and 
often the only Knowledge) of all Philofophers, 
will be evident upon a Comparifon of their fe- 
veral Notions arid Sy items, I would avoid an 
Oftentation of Learning in this Place, or I could 
make my Reader ftare at my profound Sagacity, 
in difcuffing the Tenets, and difcovering tne 
Thefts of the Antients one from another > but 
familiar Examples will be more fuitablc to the 
Genius and Capacity of feveral of my courteous 
Readers, and therefore I content my felf witt 
putting them in mind of pur modern political 
Pamphleteers, and when they refieft \riiat a. 
Swarm of them, 4 few odd Notions, purloined 
from Macbiavelj Hobbes, Harrington and others, 
have fet up, they will readily fubferibe to my 
Aflertion. I have often heard it urged, in Op- 
pofition to my Scheme, that thefe Gentlemen 
were Borrowers, but not Thieves, To which 
I anfwer, he that borrows more than he can 
pay, is but a more cunning kind of Thief $ and 
if that won't .dp, I muft call the La^ to my 
Afliftance, that is, the Opinion of a famous At; 
torney-Gcneral,. I think it was Sir Francis Bacon^ 
who, when a feditious Pamphlet was laid before 
him, to fee if it would bear a Profecution for 

Treafon, 
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Treafon, anfwered, * that there was no Treafon 
in it* but a World of Felony, for it was moftly 
ftolen from Cornelius Tacitus. 

But left any of my gentle Readers ihould be 
fcrupuloufly oofervant of this Eflay, and enquire 
here which I intend to praife, the Art or the 
Artifts $ I muft own, that in the laft, and the 
enfuing Examples, I intend to do Honour to 
both) and that I mean Philofophers and Poets, 
when I fay, O happy Men that can thus quic 
Scores with your Art, and bring it into as much 
Reputation as you receive from it. 

It is too obvious, to need a formal Proof, that 
the Poets in all Ages have been Thieves, and 
that thpy grow every Day greater Proficients 
in this Art 5 tho* for their Honour, as I faid be- 
fore, it may be hinted. But I will fhew, that 
it is in their Con ft i tut ion > that they could not 
cxift without it : It is one of the nrft of their 
Rules, and always thebeft obferved. A Right 
Reverend Author, who about two Centuries 
ago wrote a famous Art of P6ctry, moft frankly 
avows this, when he fays, in his third Book, , 

« S<epe palam quidem rapiunt, cupiuntque videri 
Omnibus intrepidi, acfurto latantur in ipfi 
Deprenfi—* 

And a little after 

; * Ergo agite 6 mecum fecuri accingite furtis . 
Unh omnes Pueri, pafftmque avertite Pnedant. 

: Horace is a little more cautious in declaring 
hunfelf > but his own Pra&ice {hews him to be 
of our Opinion; He only hints the Thing to 
his Diiciples, 

Vos exempJaria Graca 
NoSurna vtrfate manu, verfato diurna. 

C2 Now. 
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Now a Scholar of any Genius muft find to 
what Purpofe he recommends the Reading of 
thofe Greek Authors, efpecially when he hears 
him foon after fay, 

Ntc verbum verbo curabis reddere fidus 
Interpres. 

To prevent Dete&ion as much as poffible: 
Upon the whole, I can't but fay, that Horace 
was the moft difcreet in his Inftru&ions, and the 
belt Thief in his Practice, of the two > and gave 
to, and received more Honour from both the 
Arts he was concerned in, than the other. 

It may aftoniih our Jure-Divm Men, to fee 
me meddle with the Characters of Kings upon 
this Occafion j but as I do it to Honour them, 
I hope I may pafs uncenfured. In the World's 
Infancy,, it mull be confefled that Kings were 
do better than great Robbers, for want of Con* 
du£k enough to be genteel Thieves * but tor 
many Ages finoc, they have prudently left the 
Bufincfs of Knocking o' the Head and Plun- 
dering to their Generals, and ftaid themfclvcs 
fecurely at Home, ftealing away the Liberties, 
and picking the Purfes of their loving Subje&s. 
And certainly this was a more prudent Part, 
and harder to manage > as it requires a better 
Genius to be a Pickpocket, than a Footpad $ 
for which Reafon they have lone ago grown 
tired of this alfo, and delegated the Drudgery 
of it to Minifters of State, of whom a great 
many have in all Ages been very capable Men, 
and acquitted them&lves of fo weighty a Charge 
very handfomely. 

/ am* Sir* 

tear Humbh Servmt^ 

A*i> f. I7»f. WILL. SHARPSIGHT. 
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Of EngMi Hospitality 

THE following is the Tranflation of a ge* 
nuine Letter from a French Gentleman here, 
to his Correlpondent in Paris. The Enormities 
complained o£ air fet in a true Light* they 
are inch as are well known, and call loudly for 
the Pen of a Saty rift : But we are of Opinion 
that all the Wit they could be attacked with, 
would not contribute fo far towards a Refor- 
mation, as the fimple Narration of this Gentle- 
man $ from whom our Country-men may learn, 
'tod bluih at what Foreigners think of them. 


Pudet h<ec Ofprobria nebis 


JEl dtci jwtuijft) & non jpotuij/i refetti, 

AMONG a great many kind Things in 
your laft Letter, I find myfelf beft pleafed 
with the Compliment you make my Obferva- 
tionj from the Nicenefs of which (fo you are 
pleafed to exprefs it) you expeft a mote accu- 
rate Account of the Manners tad Genius of the 
People among whom I fojourn, than you. have 
hitherto received. Now, tho' my Undertaking 
to fatiify your Curiofity muft inevitably over- 
throw that kind Opinion of me, yet my Gra- 
titude for your having once entertained it, ir- 
refi&ably compells me to give you feme few 
SUm&rks upon this Nation, which, tho' obvious* 
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I think have efcaped all Travellers that h?tvc 
hitherto wrote about it. 

The Englijh would be tKought (and in fbrfie 
meafure are) a brave, generous, and hofpitable 
people : I fhall confine my Remarks in this Let* 
ter to their Hofpitality, becaufe it is fo much 
their Boaft as to become proverbial amongft 
them. . , 

Well then, as a Proof of this Hofpitality, 
they mortally hate all Strangers, not excepting 
their Fellow-3ubje£fcs, the Scots and Irijb^ who 
Jive under the fame Laws, and fpeak the fame 
Language. But becaufe this is held to be only 
the Vice of the Vulgar, let it pafs as unwor- 
thy of Cenfure, arid proceed we to an Inquiry 
into the Manners of their Superiors, in order to 
examine their Title to this boafted Hofpitality, 
which they pique themfelves fo much upon, 
that the greatett Part of the People here be- 
lieve it to pe the Growth of no other Country. 

I had riot been here many Days before . I tell 
into the Acquaintance of an Englijh Nobleman, 
who affe&ed the greateft Fondnefs for me as a 
Gentleman Stfariger,arid feenled to take a more 
than common Pleafure in my Company : He in- 
vited me to his Houfe and Table with the great- 
eft Franknefs imaginable, which gave me the 
more Eaft in accepting it. Well, I went j I 
dined: Thef Entertainment was Excellent, the 
* Goodnefs and Elegance of the Feaft, the deli- 
cate Choice of the Wines, and the Behaviour of 
the Giver, was, as I thought, the fulleft Proof 
of Englijh Hofpitality. As I left the Houfe, to 
-increafe the Magni6cence of my Treat, a whole 
Train of Servants were drawn up -in Rows in 
the Hall, and lined the PafTage tq the Door. 

I 


The Sp.eculatist* zj 

I went on very little obfervant of them, tho f 
enough to perceive them more than obfequiouf- 
ly, 4nd, as it were, importunately civil. I met 
my noble Friend foon after abroad-, was again 
invited, and prefled to confider the Invitation as 
a perpetual one. I was amazed at fuch elegant 
Civilities, and went again with high Sentiments 
of the gallant Deportment, and polite Humani- 
ty of this Nation towards Strangers. To be. 
brief, the/Entertainment came nothing fliort of 
the former, and the Behaviour of my Lord was, 
if poffible, more frank : But an impertinent Ne- 
;le& of me, had, as it were, poflefled all the 
Servants, in waiting, fo that neither my Cha- 
ra&er of Gentleman, nor the Refpeft with 
which they faw their Lord treat me, could pro- 
care me, m any Thing I called for, to be rea- 
dily or willingly ferved. I need not tell you,* 
t left this Entertainment with lefs Pleafure than 
the laffc : But as foon as I met any Gentlemen 
of my Acquaintance, I conferred with them, 
whether I had not been ill ufed, and whether 
my Lord ought not to have obfefved, and 
punifhed the ReftifFnefs of his Servants* Every 
one that I applied to, immediately, and with- 
out flaying to ask die, (aid, That I had diftri- 
buted no Money among, the Servants at my firft 
Entertainment, as was. the Cuftom. I was a- 
mazed at what they faidj but more fo, when 
they aflured me, that every Perfon invited to a 
Gentleman's Table, lofes by the Favour done 
him y for that he is obligea to drop more Mo- 
ney among the Servants, than would entertain 
him with equal Splendor at a Tavern, among 
Company of his own chufing : T Jut this Practice 
was known to, and encourag'd by all that kept 

O 4 Servants* 
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Servants* to whom it favfcd fomethkig in th* 
Wages: That It was kept J up for other paliticfe 
Reaioris : That it was a foy t of Intrenchmetils . 
!$ Tables of Quality againft Hangdrs-on, and 
ppor Relations. Good God i kid I, call ye this 
Hofpitality, to invite a Mail to a Feaft, and , 
then make him pay for it 1 I fay no mare * but 
vheu th$y ciitch me at their Tables 4gain, Hi 
give them leave to eat me* 

I made more Inquiries into this ft range 
Guftom* and was not a little fliocked to learn* 
Th*t People of Condition* when their Gufefla 
were gone, called "p t^ir Sdrvamty and look 
aa Account of what thiy motived* by whfch 
they fquared their own Evpencte, when iiivited 
by any chat were tten their Gut fts. IhaVeteett 
I&fp'rmfed alf©i> thdt fome Gehttemef)* to avoid 
^be Trouble of diftributing it thfetafelve^ h*Ws 
givfci to the principal Servant a Sum Efficient 
to (eryfs ail the reit, if juftly divided ; but be-* 
cjuaft fuch havfc been oflei^ feflSBtd th&Mng thdft 
. FeilQtf*Sd wants, to remedy ttort, It Wis fttitfctt* 
t*am)fe&7 1& feave it m their Maftert HbndS* 
Nay, a Gsntknkan of mubh HonMir hate *ft«fcS§ 
mb, this Jyinfe onb Nighfc with a flefedir fedtti* 

Sfcge, at thd Hoilfe 6F a Country frtefld fcf m$ 
e, in the Morning/ iqft £ve Guinea* in tfefe 
Matter's Hand to be fd divided i *wh*feh wad 
poire by two than the belt inh cfculd Mvfe coft 

him. 

•_. Another Arrange Inffautce of this Ni&tfttd 
GhUrliihflefs^is, that Cuftom 6f Glibbmg, *& 
fhey call it* or payfag every MaSi hw *qtial Di* 
vtdend of a TaVern JteekoAmfc. Sfrafige! tfckt 
Men A^Uld cat* drink* and fetter ftte t*fe grfcat*- 
eft Famiiiaritids with «tersj wfatfi tftfey wmW 

; * not 
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titt trite ttith A CfoWft! Tho' I ought not to * 
pirfi ovef this Praftice, without doing it th6 
juftide to confefs* That it defences fome Praife 
oh oth** Accounts s it keeps up an Equality a* 
Irioiig the Colnpafty, which is of great ttte in 
Oonveffation $ as it furthers the Improvement 
6f RhoWtedge by bringing together Pcfrfom of 
Diflfertnt Talents attd Opinions, Who all utter 
their Sentiments freely upon the Strength of 
this Equality } while it ii but too often the Cafe 
In our lUountry, that the Gueffe are influenced 
by theft Complaifencc for the Perfbrt who give* 
the Treat. 

But 4. viler l?ra£Hce than any of thefe is yet 
to bt toldj and tho' it be not done by the bet- 
ter Soit, yet their Connivance it it is fuffici*- 
ent to make it a national Vice, and draw upott 
it the Reproach of filth. ITou know that in 
our Country, and in all the other Countries that 
I have travelled into* it is the Cuftom to.fliew 
Sttattgfers the Curiofities o£ the Place, with the 
grfefcteft Readineft and Alacrity, without ex* 
pe&tag, nay, Without daring to receive the leaft 
Gratuity. Fat dth*iwife*i$it hetet Nothing i* 
to fee ften, gmh$ every Curiofity they havfe 
htt 4 ttttaifc PriCfe, Which you tnuft pay fot 
the &g!ht 'of, to a fliaffltful Extravagance : Uut 
what renders thife £ra&i'ce more Ibandaloas, is, 
that it prevails in facred Places * and that in 
Churches, which have vaft Revenues annexed 
t* them, if there be any Thing cUrious, a Sy- 
monical Profit is made of it, to the Difgrace of 
Religion, and Difparagement of the Clergy. 
Another petty Enormity is pra&ifed in Churches, 
of which you can have little or no Notion : 
jflhey have here in every Church little Seats, 

which 
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which they call Pews, boarded up for the Con- 
venience of the rich People of each Parifh ; 
Now, if a Stranger comes in, tho' his Appear- 
ance be never fo genteel, yet muft he Hand 
without a Seat, to be elbow'd and trod upon 
by the Canaille », except he foftens the Sexton's 
Heart with a Bribe, and pays for his PJace as 
in a Play-Houfe: With all Reverence I make 
the Comparifon. 

But to {hew, beyond Difpute, the inhofpita- 
ble Avarice that reigns among this People, this 
Inltance fhall fuffice : Several of the great Men 
have built fine Houfes, which engage the Cu- 
riofity of the World to fee them > and here a 
certain Price is fixed for the Sight of them, 
which the Owners wink at, to fave the Charge 
of a Servant's Wages for fhewing them $ nay, 
fome of them are accufed of iharing with their 
Servants in that vile Profit, and making a large 
Revenue of it, which may well be, confidering 
the Multitude of Vi (iters, and the exorbitant 
Rates that are payed for feeing fuch Buidings. 

Thefe Things will amaze you > but upon my 
Honour they are no lefs than Truth y tho' fo 
little pleating, that I doubt I have tired your 
Patience with them. I therefore conclude, re- 
ferring my other Remarks to a better Oppor- 
tunity, with all imaginable Rcfpeft. 

Tours, &c. 

jfuguft II, 171? . A y 
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0/ Satyrists. 

< 

S I R, 

I Am an -Author of the Town, and forely *r 
gainft my Will a Preceptor to Mankind : 
How little I am thanked by them for my In- 
itru&ions, you will apprehend when I inform 
you,. that I write this in a Coffee-Houfe, at an 
Hour* when by the Retirement of all other 
-Company to Dinner, the Room is very quiet 
and perfe&ly fit for ftudy. 
\ -- I am not fo Idle as to deceive my felf with 
an Opinion of my own Genius, hor is it any 
paffion for Glory that fets me a fcribling : How- 
ever I don't think my Talents inferior to thofe 
,x>f feveral- merry Folks, who make free with my. 
Reputation. I am (hocked to death, when I 
hear my Writings made the Teft of my Under- 
standing, fince they are Things I don't labour, 
from a Defpair of excelling in them $ yet I flat- 
ter my felf, I could fill a Jefs envy'd Station in 
Life,' with more Credit, as well as Content:, 
But it may not be. This is not an Age for a 
Man to rife in, whofe only Intereft lies under 
his Hat. I remember when I was a School-boy, 
my Matter has often told me, that eating was 
very, bad for Study $ now I think they're even 
with each other, for I find by Experience, that 
Study is very bad for eating. Sure I am, that 
had I a Son to breed now, whom X wiihed 
ihould thrive in the World, I would fooner fend 
him to be Butler or Valet to fome Man of Qua- 
: lity, 
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lity, than to either of the Univerfities. It is 
owing to an univerfal Difrcgard to Learning, 
that from a Profeffion whofe beft Prompters are 
Eafe and Idlcnefs, I am forced to^cxtraft a Nar- 
row Suftenance by Toil and Induftry. Well, 
Induftry I find is a Virtue, for it rewards it felt > 
and between you and I, Sir, whatever the old 
Poets and Moralifts may pretend, it'* the onty 
one, as I know of, that does fo. 

The Number of Patrons I am forced to fol* 
ticite, and the little Regard I meet with among 
them, throws upon me the Chara&ftr of a Pro* 
ftitute : But, alas ! would People confider haw 
few of our Men of Quality can read or under*- 
ftand the Works of a modern Wit, they would 
*o longer blame one for endeavouring to Search 
among all Ranks and Parties for thofc happy 
diftiqguifli'd few. Yet this Genfufle, jhocking 
as it is, would foon fall to the Ground, if I 
had foliicited with any Sucoefg* but Poverty 
that cenftant Bane and Attendant ujxw Wit* 
draws on me the Ridicule of all Mankind. The 
Man that has Poverty for his Companion, beat* 
about him a Multiplying Gkfs, thro 9 which the 
unkind World takes a V lew of his Faults* 

But the greateft Grievance of all is, that the 
Poetical Tribe, Fellows as poor as my felf, and 
as filly, have got me in die Wind. It is fo n«* 
tural for a Fool, with an imbroidcr'd Goat> to 
think a Man untrim'd his Inferior in Under- 
ftoadiftg, that I can bear it without Uncafinefs* 
but to be hunted like a devoted Buck by thofe 
of my own Species, is dreadful and intoilcrabiej 
yet this has been my Cite. I have the Alisfor* 
tune to wear a Name that fits well in a Vcrfe* 
and I think meeriy for that Rnfoft Jms never 

efcaped 
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efcaped a Place in the Satyrical Writings of my 
Cotemporarics. The firft that has lately made 
free with me, was the Ingenious Author of the 
Battle ef the Peets : He is, I believe, a good-na- 
tured Man, and his Poetry vcty gentle and harm- 
Ids * he wronged his Judgment in writing Satyr 3 
he has done me no other Injury, than by ihew- 
ing the Way to the Whimfical Author of the 
Equivalent, who in a Poem, in which he flatters 
his Patron, for the Place of Peet Laureat to 
North Britain, moft aptly takes an Opportunity 
to {hew his Talent for Satyr, as it were to awe 
hkn into a Compliance bv {hewing his own 
great Force that way. Tnis wondrous Youth 
has here, among many others, got hold of my 
Name, to which he joins a very tart Epithet, 
and for a very good Reafon, it Rbimes to the 
preceding Line. In this Manner he goes on, 
making vaft Havock among, his Cotemporaries, 
and Triumphing as if taking PoflefSon of hit 
Place, which I think they arc all agreed to- 
hope his Patron will procure him, provided he 
be obliged to perpetual Refidence upon it. 
* The modeft Gentleman who wrote a Satyr, 
which he calls the Authors of the Town, has been 
kinder to me : He has not dire&ly named me, 
but given broad hints of my Character, and dif- 
cover'd a Defign to abufe me : But however as 
he only meant it, and as his Hand at drawing 
Ghara&ers keeps the Originals from a Danger 
of being discovered, I have no Wrath agamft 
him: We are very good Friends, and I hope 
fhall continue fo. 

But to Come to the chief Occafion of this 
Letter; You, Sir, frequently publifh the Writ- 
ings of we Mr. Sbarpjigbt) who threatens ftrange- 

Things 
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^ Things againft bs miferable Writers df the Age, 

Now, Sir, as I don't know this fame Sbarpfigbtf 
I don't think it my Duty to bear an Abufe from 
him as tamely as from my Friends before*men~ 
tioned, therefore if you have any Influence upon 
him, intreat him, as he tenders his own Safety, 
to take no Liberties with me ; I have difcover- 
cd a Method of defending my Reputation againft 
fuch Infolent Attach , unknown to all Authors who 
have lived before me. I can call in the Law to 
my Afliftance $ and I do hereby allure all Peo- 
ple that read my Works for the future, that it 
will not be fafe to diflike them in : the leaf):, or 
Queftion my Capacity for fuch Undertakings. 
v But to {hew the Ingratitude of the World 5 
this Proje6t, which I by a deep Infpe&ion intg 
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm have dis- 
covered, I lately communicated to a Brother 
Author, the ingenious Mr. Ozell, who has fore- 
flailed me in it 5 and tho' the' Ufe he makes: of 
it be Laudable, viz. punilhing the falfe andfean* 
dalous Afperfiom of two Bookfellers, who have 
the Impudence to Judge for themfelves, yet I. 
can't forgive the Falfhood of this Gentleman—* 
But I miftake, a Gentleman he can't be y who runs 
away with another Man's Project, and I wrongr 
cd my felf when I called him Brother Author, 
for by a Curious Obfervation of the Laws and , 
Statutes aforefaid, I find that Writing originally 
is the W ork of the Mind, and confequently a 
genteel Imploymcnt, while Tranflation is little 
better than Manufa&ure, and of courfe a Me- 
chanick Bufinefs. 

But to return to my Proje£t> I will convince 
the World how feafible it is by this Argument, 
An Author's Reputation is as dear to him as a 

Merchant's, 
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v Merchant*s, and confeaucntly an Author fhould 
have Redrefs fpr the Lofs of it as well as a 
Merchant, which he muft procure by an A&ion 
of Slander j which muft be try 'd, as ufual in 
fuch Cafes, by a Jury of Wits, who arc to be 
prefum'd belt qualify'd to judge of the Cafe^ 
and aflefs proper Damages $ but indeed I confeu 
my felf a little gravePd at the Difficulty the 
Sheriff will meet with in filling a Pannel of 
Freeholders among thofe Gentlemen. 
* But lo! the Room begins to fill, and there* 
fore I haften to a Conclufion. I advife all my 
gentle Readers to confider of this Scheme, and 
not put themfclves within their Author's Powers 
I am fure if every Body that reads my Works, 
were ftri&ly to examine their Confciences, I 
fhould not be call'd half fo many Fools. A 
Writer has been fomctimes compared to one 
that does Penance in a Sheet, and therefore 
Men think they have a Right to upbraid him 
with his Faults * but I muft inform the World, 
that even this is by the Ecclefiaftical Law ad- 
judged Defamation * but left that fhould have 
no Effeft, and as the Comparifon between a 
Poet and a Whore will run through the whole 
Compafs of their feveral Vocations, I will beg 
leave to apply to my felf the following Epigram, 
which a merry Friend of mine pin'd to a Sheet, 
in which a Lady was wrapp'd, who did Publick 
Penance for Incontinence. ^ 

Here ft and I, for fTbores as great 

^to caft a fcornful Eye on % 
Should ev'ry JVhore be doorrid a Sheet ^ 

Tou'd foon want one to lie on. 

I am^ Sir 9 Tour Humble Servant, 
Septem. 4, 1717. PAUL POORWIT. 
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0/ Embassadors. 

TH E late Indignities offered to his Majefty 
in the Perfon of his Minifter Mr. ¥ t imb % 
are What gave occafion to the few following 
Hints relating to the facrqj Qiara&er of an Em* 
baflkdor, ana the due Regard that all civtt&'d 
Natioas have ever paid to that Pcrfon whom a 
Monarch has thought fgoper to make hi* Re* 
prefontative amongft them. 
. The L#ve of Peace, and the Advantages flow- 
ing from thence to Society, were what firft 
gave Occafion to the fending Embaffies from 
one State to another* and as thefe Advantages 
were of great aqd equal Importance to all Man- 
kind, it was univemily, tho' tacitly, agreed to 
give the lirgeft Immunities, and nay the great- 
eft Honours, to the Perfons who laboured to pro- 
cure them. T^his Opinion is among the fof^ 
moft of thofe which compoft what they call the 
Jus Gentium^ and has haraly ever been infringed 
due by the moft barbarous and uncivilised Peo- 
ple $ nor often by them : but when it has been, 
was always highly refented by the Common* 
wealth affronted * and is by all fpecuktive Poli- 
ticians accounted one of the beft and moft justi- 
fiable Reafons for beginning or carrying pn an 
offenfive War: as indeed there is not aalnftance 
of the Breach of it, that; has not been attended 
by fuch or worfe Confluences* 

Holy Writ furnifhes us with one Inftance of 
the Truth of this laft Pofition. David fent cer- 
tain 
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idltt Embaffaddrs to Hanm the Son of Nahajb 
King of the Aththonitesi to comfort him upon 
his Father's Death * in return to which friendly 
Meflage; the jealous Barbarian, imagining the 
Meflengers rather Spie& than Embaffadors, treat- 
'cd them with the higheft Indignities; and of- 
iered them thfc moft outrigioUs Infults $ which 
their Mafter jefenting, raised an Army, difcom- 
iited the 'Ammonites and their Allies the Syrians^ 
jwiniflied fevferely the^irft, aiid made the laft fue 
for Peace, and otter u Condition that they fhould 
affift the 'Ammonites nd irtorei < 
V Another Example of^this juft Revenge, we 
find ih the Roman Hiftory. The People of A* 
K *haia\ then Allies and fuppofed Friends to the 
Commonwealth^ gave fome Jealoiify to the Se* 
nate by an ill-concerted Behaviour to their open 
Enemies, Embaffadors were feht to require an 
Account of this* who for Anfwers received 
Scoffs and Revilingsj but fuch was the Mode- 
ration of the- Romany that they fqnt others to 
"demand the Reafon of this Ufagcj which o- 
thers were by thofe infolent People refufed Au- 
diericei nor could they procure thetbfelves to be 
received at all in the Quality of Legates from 
-Jtome. This fo incenfed the Senate, that they 
gave Orders td their General Metellus, then at 
xhe Head of an Army in Greece y to cfraftife the 
Infolence of the rafti Acimians i which was ef- 
fectually done;, by the facking and plundering 
their famous Metropolis Cotintb^ and reducing 
all the Inhabitants of that Country to the Con-* 
jiition of Slaves and VafFals to the Common- 
wealth* ' • 
Many more Inftances might be giveri, but 
thefe will be Sufficient to confirm this Point : 

D And 
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And £nce *te have 4hewn what has not bear 
thought proper Treatment for an Embaflador, 
let us examine what is* which we ihall find 
very different from that we have mentioned. An 
EmbaQador is every where confideted as the 
Proxy of his Matter, and has with very little 
Diminution all the Privileges and tamumuea, 
the Rank, Precedence and Diftin&ton, which 
hi* Matter in Per fon would be intttkd to, in the 
Dominion of another Prince. So (acred is that 
Chara&er, that when once a Man is invefted 
with it, he is no longer fubjed to the particular 
Laws or Cuftoms of fuch Countries as he pafies 
thro 9 or refides in, like an ordinary Traveller a 
he is obliged to obferve none of their National 
Injunftions $ but while he refrains from what is 
Malum in fe 9 runs no Rtfquc of incurring the 
Penalties of Malum prohibitum. Nay, it takes 
away all Blemiihes* and, like the Ddfccnt of 
our Crown, purges all Disabilities of the Wcatv 
cr> infomucn, that a Rebel or an Outlaw of 
one Prince may be fent to him as Embaflador 
by another $ nor is it lawful to offend or mokft 
fuch an Outlaw while he bears that Chara&er. 
That was in Part determined when the Pope 
lent Cardinal Piol in that Quality to Francis the 
Firft of France : Our Henry the Eighth, then in 
Friendfhip and Alliance with the French King, 
demanded the Nuncio as his Subjeft and a Tray- 
tor 1 but ut>on mature Deliberation, his Requeft 
was deny 'd, and thefe Points refolvcd by the 
Civilians. 

Perhaps it may not be improper, in this place, 
to obferve, with what Tendcrnefs Our own Na- 
tion has always treated the Perfons of foreign 
Embafladors * and to give an Instance or Two 

how 
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feow we have behav'd to die Mihiften of other 
Princes* in order to fliew what Ufage ours have 
a Right to expe& Abroad » tho* it muft be re* 
taark'd* that all our ancient Laws feem to be 
made rather with an Eye to oar Regimen at 
Home, than to our Dealings with Stranocrsy 
and that the Ciril Law* which is the chief Set- 
tler and Regulator of the Rights of Embafladon, 
is not, nor was originally any Part of our Cortfti- 
tution. The Story of J aim ImpiriaUj Envoy ham 
the Republick of GtrtoSy is the moft ancient that 
occurs to my Memory at prfcfent. This Gentle* 
mijx refidina here in the Reign of Richard the 
Second, had procured to himfelf fonae beneficial 
Monopoly of the Trade to Ady, which fo irri- 
tated tome of our Ettglifb Merchants, that Two 
of' them finding an Opportunity, provok'd him 
to a Quarrel, in which he was kitTd : The Par- 
liament took this fo heinoufly, that they imam- 
moufly declar'd the Fad High Tftafcn, and the 
Affaffins were executed accordingly > tho* by 
the Laws then in Force, it was no more than 
Homicide, for which they might have had the , 
Benefit of their Clergy. This was no more 
than Juftice, tho* it was a generous Satiaft&ion 
to that Republick, to {hew her, that .the Mur* 
derers of her Minifter were as highly puniflied as 
the Murderers of our King could be. 

It is a Pleafure to obferve, that the Legisla- 
ture have had but few fuch. Occafiojw to exert 
their Love of Juftice, and obfervance of the 
Laws of Nations, fince one of the moft remark- 
able is ftill frefli in the Memory of every Body % 
how, for an Infult offer'd to the Perfon of the 
Mufcovite Embaffador by a few rafh Tradefmen, 
the Government not only expreflfed their De-^ 
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. tcftation of it by a new Law, to prevent fucii 
Infults for the future, but was obliged to be at 
a considerable Expence, in a folemn Embafly to 
the late Czar^ to make him fome Atonement for 
the Infufficiency of our old Laws, to punifh a- 
dequately the Offenders. 

We have alfo lately {hewn as memorable an 
Inftance of our Compliance with the Law of 
Nations, in a Point in which our own Laws are 
particularly filcht, as any People in the World 
ever did. A Neighbouring Prince had the Im« 
prudence to fend among us, as his Minifter, one 
of our Feliow-Subje&s, attainted of HighTrea- 
fon by Law, and one in whom it was Capital to 
be found in the Britijh Dominions * yet fuch was 
our Moderation, tho 9 we were not upon the belt 
Terms with his Mafter, as not to offer him any 
kind of perfonal Infult* but only to reprefent to 
his Friends, how improper a Minifter he was* 
and make Overtures to have him recalled. 

Thus have we always behaved to Foreigners, 
thus have we, where our own Laws were ulent, 
or infufHcient, given way to the Civil Law, or 
made new ones of our own. And does not this 

?ive us a Right to expeft from all Foreigners a 
tompliaqpe at leaft, with their own Laws, in 
Favour of whatever Minifter his Majefty ho- 
nours with his Commands ? . ; 

Oftob. 16. 1715*. 
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0/Modern Poetry- 

To &c. 
SIR,.. 

IT is more than a Conje&ure, that all Nati- 
ons who were the Inventers of their own 
Poetry, employ'd it firft in the Praifes, and to 
the Honour of the , particular Deities they wor- 
fhipp'd: Hence it grew, that when Verfe was 
made ufe of upon meaner Subje&s, the Gods 
were thought i'o interefted in it, as never to be 
entirely negle&ed $ fo that if the whole Piece 
was not compos'd to their Glory, yet the Poets 
never failed in fome Part of it, either by intro- 
ducing them as Machines to carry on their De- • 
fign, or by diredfc Exclamations or Digreflions 
in their Pfaife, to fet forth their Wifdom, Power, 
Juftice, or fome, or all their Attributes : Nay, 
in Procefs of Time, when Poetry got into more 
Vogue, it was thought an Affair of fuch Im<- 
portance, that bold was the Man who durft ven- 
ture to begin a poetical Performance, without 
formally addreffing for Leave and Affiftance 
fome of thofe Deities, who were fuppofed to 
take the tuneful Art more immediately under 
their Proteftion. 

From thence it is eafily to be inferred, that 
fuch Nations, as have received their Learning 
and Arts from others, have followed the Steps 
which their Mafters trod, though very often the 
Propriety of Religion and Diftin&ion of Coun- 
try, were by fuch fervile Compliances, confound- 
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ed and broke thro'. For Example, the Romany 
borrowed their Learning, particularly their Poe- 
try, from the Greeks^ and thence it is that their 
Songs »n$l Poems Were filled with the Grecian 
Deities, ApptAh) and the Mufesp and Minerva $ 
while the Gods of their own Gountry were moft 
ihamefully over-looked. 

I would not be underftood to mean here that 
the Ramans did pot afterwards worihip thofe 
very Deities as well as the Greets^ but I fpeak 
upon a reafonabk Gonjofture, that the Orthor 
dox Religion of the Jkomans, which was taught 
%bem by Numa Pmpilins^ was ojice at leaft as 
different from that of the Greeks as their Lan- 
guage; tho' in Time (and perhaps they ow'd it 
to this Pra&ice) they became fo generous as to 
receive the Gods of all whom they conquer'*) 
into their Protection, and as their own Phrafe 
Was, Civitate dondruru^ made them Freemen of 
their City. 

But (he moft pregnant Proof of this abfurd 
Pra&ice, appears in the Poetry of all the Eunh 
ftan Nations, who^ it feems, received their Po* 
litends and Learning from thofe fame Romans > and 
therefore have, in Defiance of their Creeds, in- 
troduced the Vhok Mob of Greek and Roman 
Deities into their metrical Compositions, as if 
fine Fancy and good Scnfc were inconfiftcnt 
with th£ Religions they' profeft. 

Some of the French Criticks, amongft whom 
| am forry to find the great Bothou, not only 
juftify, but recommend this Practice : Tho' fot 
the Credit of our pwp Country be it faid, w«! 
have aimoft given it up, and indeed nothing 
fan be fo contradi&ory to good Senfe as to fee 
% Chriftian Verfificr, for fear of cracking a poe- 
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tical Precept, make a bold Breach diro&ly 
through the firft Commandment. 

But I hear the Poets objc&ing \ What ihaH 
we do for our Patrons? If we want a Phathw^ 
a Mercury^ or a Mars, to compare them to $ of 
for oar Miftrefies, if we want a fanu or a Af/- 
*en;<i to be excelled by them, a Troop of Af*/fr 
or a Set of Gratis to wait 011 them ? we ihatl be 
in a fine Taking indeed. This is a hard Cafe. 
But I think it no Buiinefc of mine to ftrpply 
tjbeir Defe& of Understandings audi "fb leave 
them to it v only I will obferve that the JM* 
grace which Poetry Iks under at prefent is m 
great Meafure owing to thofe Fiddlers in k f 
whofe whole Stock of Science amount* to a 
few Shreds and Scraps purkan'd from OvuTt 
Metamorphoies . 

I have computed (for I lore to be exa£t) in 
leading over our modern MifceJktnics, Vetms 
miftakea for ibme Toaft, or fome Toaft for 
Vewh three hundred, thirty, and feven Times 

Kecifely, and in thofe fame excellent Stores 
rotes of Erudition and. Intelligence v I hare 
dete&cd one hundred and fifty nine Ladies, who 
not having the fear otf Doggrd before their 
Eyes, have felooioufly purloin' d CajWdFs Quiver, 
fpoil'd the ufe of his Bow, a»d dticharged his 
Shafts from their own more de%d-doing (optick) 
Nerves. Theft wens pretty Fancies and elegant 
Conceits in the Anticots who invented them, 
but fure now-a-days the Boys who write tfeem 
ought to be remanded to their Accidence, and 
the Girls who ad»ire them be much better em- 
ployed at their Samplers. What JWfwform the 
Stratagem fays, with regard to Convention, is 
g £oe Reproof to fuch Poetlmgs; Mv%. &*tkn 
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fays of Arcbet \ that he took her PiUure for Fi~ 
nus's j Dor in da . fays, > that Aimwel took for fo^ 
f^nus; PJha, replies Mrs. iSW/*», if my Lover bad 
tnade me fuch a Compliment , I Jhould have taken 
bim for a Footman indeed. 

Thcfe are but Trifles*, fays an Obje&or, WKafi 
ihall we do for Machines in Epicks, if ybu rob 
us of our Gods ? Whom ihall we invoke in the 
beginning of our Poems, if you ftrip us of the 
Mufes? To this may be anfwered, Milton has 
{hewn what a great Genius can do * and only 
fuch fhould make Attempts this Way.* Mr. Dry" 
den is of Opinion that the Chtif&an Syftem will 
furniih very good fupernatural Agents" and Ma- 
chines very proper for Heroick Poetry. Mr. Pope 
Jias ftruck out a pretty Difcbvery in the Rofycru^ 
dan Scheme, which he ufes in the Rap of the 
Lock, but it's furprizing how the fame Writer 
Could Jtumblq upon the School-boy Tale of 
Pan and Lodona in JVinfor Forreftl Befides in 
light Poems, the Fairy Tales are a more amufe- 
ing and palatable Superftition, than thofe of 
the Heathen Gods, better fuited to our belief^ 
and affording more Scope for Invention* for 
this Reafon I anj exceedingly furpriz'd that the 
beautiful Poem pn Kenjington Gardens, has not 
met with a more uniyerfal and diftinguifh'd Ap- 

plaufe.' . ' 

Befides what has been faid againft thefe Eth- 
nick Inftruments of Machinery 5 it may be ob- 
served, that the aiitient Writers generally ufed 
them by Way of Allegory, which conveyed ex- 
cellent Leflbns to fuch Readers as tafted it, bxit 
that our Moderns have no Pretence to * they 
imitate the Abfurdity, and lofe Sight of the 
Jkauty. In a few Instances it muft be allowed, 

' but 
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but thofe are generally in the mock heroick 
Sfylc, that Tome Moderns, particularly Beikauy 
have with great Propriety and equal Succefs v 
perfonaliz'd Qualities, and at once made them 
aft as Machines, and furnifh out Allegories. 

But to conclude : It is monftrous to obferve 
what a Crowd of Abfurdities this unwarrant- 
able Licence has thrown into our modern Poe- 
try : Our Saviour Chrift and Bacchus being 
brought into Company together at a Banauetj 
is an old Jeft among the Cri ticks. But I n^ve 
feen Things every whit as ridiculous. I have 
feen the Virgin Mary attended by the Graces^ 
and the, Angel Gabriel fent of a Meflage to 
Pluto. But even where this prophane and un- 
natural Mixture of the Syftems is avoided, docs 
it not look very odd to fee a Poet tell a, long 
Story, which he is obliged by his Art to make 
as like Truth as may be, and which contains 
a Lcgen4 of the Exploits of heathen Deities^ 
whom every body believes never to have exift- 
ed ? In fine, we live in an Age where Senfe, 
good Senfe, and Nothing but Senfe, is requir- 
ed, and nothing elfe will be received j and we 
are never more in the Right than when we re- 
ie6fc the Pagan Theology in all Kinds of Poetry, 
but the Burlefaue, where it appears gracefully 
enough, becaufe we are under no Temptations 
to believe it. 

Jam, Sit;, 

Tour humble Servant, 

Novetn. 13, 17^. W. SHARPSIGHT. 
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Of the Reformation of the 

Law. 


SIR, 

ON E Day this Term my Curiofity carried 
me for Amufemeot to Wtftminfter-HaU* 
The Decent Gravity of the Judges and the So- 
lemnity of the Court Sy ftruck me with a fort of 
reverential Awe, which the numberlefs, idle, 
bufy, litigious* and deje&ed Faces I met, as I 
fauntered up and down, foon diflipated. It was 
eafy to obferve in every one's Countenance 
what Call he had thither , and the vaft Variety 
of them ga^e my Mind for a little while an a- 
greeable Employment. But I was thrown by 
what occurred, after fome time, into ferious 
Reflections upon the prefent Condition of our 
Z01U, increased as it is to fo prodigious a Bulk, 
and attended with fiich Circumftances as have 
made "That a laborious and artful Science, which 
was really and originally no more than a Duty^ 
and have erefted into a Myftery, what ought 
to be known and obferved by all Mankind. 

Next to being good Men and good Christi- 
ans, the Character rooft to be deured, is being 
jood Subje&s and good Neighbours 5 and there- 
fore next to Religion and Morality, the thing 
Sioft'to be pra&is'd \s Obedience to the L^ws 

of 
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*f that Community in which we lives but if 
thofe Laws happen to be veiTd by Obfcurity, 
pr invelop'd in Myftery, how is this Character 

Attainable ? Certainly, in this Cafe Subjcds muft 
ecome like the People under P$pijb Paflors: 
For it is every whit as hard to obey what we 
4on't underftand, as to believe what we can't 
comprehend. 

I know in this prefcnt Condition of the Laws, 
Thofe who are called Lawyers may with fome 
Jfuftice fay — We don't wrap up the Law in this 
manner \ — Wt unveil it for you *~- — W* clear 
ft of thofe Difficulties and Obfcuritics which you 
jcomplain of.— Put then, what a happy Condi* 
lion are We in t when what is of moft Impor- 
tance to us it) this Life, is in itfelf fo perplcxt 
as to Hand in need of nice and artful Comments } 
and that we muft in Cafes which concern our 
Lives and Inheritances, have recourfe, not to 
(he Law itfelf, but to the Di&ates of an Inter- 
preter, who is far from being infallible. 
' It is very true, that the Vices of Men have 
pecafioned tfye Multiplication of Laws* and I 
will allow that this Multiplication might create 
a clafhing. Mens Vices and Virtues are fo hard 
to be divided, that the fame Law which pu- 
nched a Villany in one, might encourage it in 
another, if this Method of Conftru&ion were 
not allowed % which at the fame time is the Pa- 
rent of fuch Perplexities, as almoft confound the 
Defign of it. I think it is evident, that the ge- 
neral Drift and Bent of all human Laws is to 
fecure the Weak, either in Mind- or Body, from 
the open Force,or fecret Stratagems, of the Strong 
and Subtle. This Method indeed arms us a- 
gainft the Aflaults of the powerful open Anta- 
^ 4 " * * > . gonift, 
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gonifi, but lays us intirely at the Mercy of the 
Cunning Man, who is by much the more dange- 
rous Enemy. ' ' 

What a miferable Condition is he in, who 
lives under Laws, where the Knavery or Folly 
of a Man he trufts, fhall ftrip him of his Pro- 
perty > or his own Miftake pals Judgment upon 
his greateft Concern? where the Merits of a 
Caufe are not fo ncceflary to the Succefs of it, 
as the Management * where cntring upon a Law 
Suite is like engaging in a Duel, in which, Skill, 
in the Weapons difpofes of the Vi£fcory, and not 
the Jufticc of the Quarrel i- 

Now the only Remedy for this is, to have the 
Laws as few, a; coercive, and as certain as pot* 
fible. Many Inhabitants and fow Laws, are 
the great Happinefs of a State. But when the 
Power of thofe Laws is dreadful, and the Cer- 
tainty confpicuous, they are an Infurance for 
the Permanence of that Happinefs. 

That this has been the Opinion of the wifei£ 
Lawgivers, may be proved from innumerable 
Inftances. Mofes, Lycurgus y Solan, and Numa y 
in the Succin&nefs and Plainnefs o£ their feve* 
ral Laws, are fufficient Testimonies. And befides 
feveral Evidences which we find* that others oi 
the Ancients thought a Multiplicity of Laws 
dangerous to the Community; We read of a 
famous Commonwealth, where it was a funda-t 
mental Rule, That whoever propofed a New 
Law, or the Amendment of an Old one, ihould 
come into the Aflembly with a Rope about his 
Neck, prepared to futter Death, if his Propofal 
was thought improper by the Majority of his 
Country. Add to tins, the Care which alt wife 
Nations ever took, to prune their own Laws, 
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and to pare away thofe Superfluities and Ex* 
crefcencies, which an ill Conftitution and Length 
of Time might have given birth to. 

The moft illuftfious Example of this kind, 
was given by the Emperor Jujtinian among the 
Romans* This wife Prince, perceiving that th£ 
Imperial or Civil Law, which was hi his Time 
about . Twelve Hundred Year old* had, during 
that Series of Years, fwell'd to a moft inordi- 
nate Bulk, notwithftanding the Attempts of 
IfbeodofiuS) and fome of his Predeceflbrs to cure 
it* confidered, that : reftorinff it to a'properSifce 
would prove the greateft Glory of a good Mo- 
narch, aflembled the moft learned Lawyers of 
the Empire, and in Confiiltation with them 
brought about a Work, which will render his 
Name famous, while Laws and Letters remain. 
By reje&ing the Obfolete and Unneceflary, and 
illuftrating the Obfcure, he fram'd a compleat 
SyftemofLawsj and after adding fome New, 
and inforcing more ftrongly the Old, reduced 
the Roman Law, which before was hardly con- 
tained in Jwo fhoufand Volumes, to the Num- 
ber of \ Fifty. A glorious Work, and fit to be 
imitated by every Prince, who would build his 
Fame upon Aftions truly meritorious. 

Nor has this Example wanted Imitators fince \ 
nor were fome of our Englijh Kings the leaft 
praife- worthy of them. That excellent Prince 
Henry the Second, when he came to the Crown, 
found fuch a Mixture and Confufion of Laws 
huddled together in a Heap,among his People, 
that it was difficult for them to diftinguiih 
Legal Right from Wrong. The different Cu- 
ftoms of the different Nations of the Saxons, 
Mercians} and Angles, the Laws of the Danes, 
. " and 
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and tmpofitions of the Normans* were fo oddly 
blended, that the Subje&s wanted a certain 
Rule to walk by : But he went about it fo vi~> 
;oroufly, that he food cleared the Law of its 
lubbifh, and fet it in a flourifhuig Condition. 
Such Regulations as he made, ana the whole 
Body of former Laws, were by his Command 
written in one Volume by the learned Judge 
GlanvilU\ and are (till extant, a Monument of 
his own Learning, and his Mailer's Wi£dom. 

So zealous were the Englijb in thofe Daya fof 
the Certainty of their Laws, that by the time 
of Henry the Third, it was thought proper to 
colled them anew. Whether BraSlon^ who per- 
formed this Work, did it by the King's Com- 
mand or no, I won't pretend to determine | tho* 
it is not improbable that he did, fince in the 
Reign of Edward the Firft, the Son and im« 
mediate Succcflbr of this King,' Britton Bifhop 
of Hereford published a Book, by the King's 
Order, containing the Subftance of all the 
Laws then in Force and Ufe§ which Book was, 
in Imitation of JujUniarfs Injiitutes, written in 
the King's Name, and continued for a long 
Time the Standard of the Englijb Laws:, as the 
Monarch who fet it forth was for a great while 
reputed the wifeft of the Englijb Kings. 

Ever fince have pur Laws been fwelling 5 and 
no friendly Hand has attempted to regulate or 
contraft them. 'Tis true, we hare Books called 
Abridgments: but thefe are not of the Laws, but 
of the Doubts arifing upon them $ and even thefe 
have grown to an intolerable Number. But 
let us take a View of the bare Statutes, front 
Magna Chart a down to this Reign $ and we 
flxall find our Conftitution fick of a tympany ok 

Law. 
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Laws. My Lord Coke in his Time complained 
of the Bulk of the Statutes; bat had he Uv'dtill 
now, he muft: have been aftonifh'd at it. And 
indeed it's a melancholly Thing to reflect, that 
what ought to lire in every one's Memory, can 
hardly be purchafed for lefs than twenty Pounds; 
flor onderAood for five hundred. 

I fubmit to every impartial Perfon what I 
have faid about the Neceffity of amending the 
Law, into a plain and ufeful Syftem. And I 
think I may fay, that we have Reafon to hope 
for it the more at this Time, when we confider 
that we have a Monarch now reigning, equal 
to yuftmian in his conftant Difpofition towards 
his Subje&s Happmefi % and a Lord Chancellor ia 
Abilities and Inclinations for his Country's Ser- 
vice, not inferior to that Emperor's Minifterof 
Reformation, the renowned -Treitnian. 

I am Tturs, otc. 

PHILONOMOS. 

Tfovemher 13. 
t7Xf. 
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A D I A L-O.O-U E, 

Between Julius Caefar and J^ck Shepherd*; 

CiGSAR: 

HOW now, Wretch ! What Madnefi has 
infpired thee, with the Thought of fwcl* 
ling into, a Comparifon with nje ? 
« &&*/>; Look youj Sir, I have been as excel- 
lent iii iny Way* as you in yours $ perhaps 
more fo j And* as we are nq w in a Place where 
Glory is . our bed Portion, I can fee no Reafon 
why an Equality in. Merit tfiould not be a Foun? 
dation for an Equality in Fame. 

G*f* A?d .is it ppflible? Gods! what do I 
hear ? Are all my Battles compared to Street- 
jobberies? AJ1 ray Sieges to Burglaries? And 
muft all the Anions ofmy Life be tarnjihed by 
a vile Comparifon with a Slave, whofe hjgheft; 
Ghara&er is that of a Gaol-Breaker ? 

Sbep. Softly, good Cafar. Is it more a Crime 
to pick a Lock, than unhinge a Conftitution ? 
Are a Pair of Fetters more facred than the Li- 
berty of the People? And is it more difhonour- 
ble to flip thrdugh the Hands of- a Gaoler* 
than break thro' the Laws of one's Country ? 

Caf Now, Friend, I nave caught thee ; ^iVaft 

hot thou made a publick Spe&acle of Infamy 

for Breach of thy Country Laws ? 

„ Shep. I was $ and 'tis there (if any where) I 

tuve an Advantage o'er thee : I only infringed 

the 
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the Laws, not overturned them. I did not 
grdw too .big N a Villain fo* them to punifh tne i 
as you did, and therefore was punifhed in an 
extraordinary Manner j but, furely in fair Rea* 
foning, 'tis the Crime, not the Punifhmgat, 
that is fcandalous* 

G<ef That I am ready to grant. But, pr'y thee, 
what are my Crimes ? 

Sbep. O Lord, Sir, I want Memory to re- 
peat them. Ufurpinjg a Tyranny, cnflaving 
your Country, deftroy in g the eftablifhed Plan of 
Government * invading Foreigners whofe Free* 
dom you had no Right to difturb, and per- 
plexing Citizens whofe Liberties you were o* 
bliged to preferve. In a word, being feditious 
at nomc, and troublefome abroad, is the beft 
Character you have to boaft on. 

C*f. This is a little odd. But pray, Sir, had 
I no Virtues ? . 

Sbep. Very few. Some Accomplishments in* . 
deed you had, and fo had I, or neither of us 
had been fit for our Bufinefs: Your Purpofe 
was to obtain Power > mine to get Riches : We 
both took illegal Methods, and therefore fome 
fupplemental Qualities were ncceflary to our 
Undertakings.) you was learned, wife, and va- 
liant > I was fly, cunning, and dextrous. 

Caf. And will you then make no Difference 
between our Enterprizes ? 

Sbep. Not until you fliew me that the one 
was more warrantable than the other, or lefs 
noxious to Mankind * and whichever you prove 
to be fo, 111 allow to be the moft laudable. 

C*f Very well. As yet you have only fhewn 
that our Vices are equal: Now* pray, Sir, 
what are your Virtues r 

£ Sbep. 


£hfp. Did I ewr pretend to any ? $tt 
jsiftafce me, I only put in for Fame, to 
Virtue is but an indifferent Title Lord, JBiri 
if either you orlihad had Virtues, ws had been 
forgotten lone fincc. 

Caf. Hey-day ! And fo you are content if I 
give up nqr £hi»&cr Sox that of Villain, to be 
thought one too ? 

iShqp. I newr aiptired to be greater JOhau C*- 

C#f. Prdfiunfttuous ! And doft thou hope CO 
be equals? 

jftfop. Why not? My Adions are as wonder- 
fill, and ibmewhat honefter. 
; Cef. Why doft not thou relate them then * 
For as yet I have heard nothing, but <ra&moas 
Things of thy performing. 

Sh?p, Qefar $ I hate boafting > but . could I 
write, like thee, an Account of my Life, it would 
rot be credited, tout it would be free from the 
Qsiifures that may ' he pa&'d upon thine; Men 
wo^ld find nothing in it undertaken diro' Won* 
tojmefe or Ambition. I did not ravage as you 
did, in the Eaftfor Fame, in tlhc Weft for &§* 
pffomacy ; AH my Adions were entsrprctzed am* 
on a' justifiable Xcore, the Maintenance of Life ^ 
and if Glory attended them, (he came uninvited 
and unexpected. 

C<ef. I perceive by your Difcourfc, that yioa 
are a Leveller, an<* not to be convened with 
upon fijch Subjects . But you were pleafed to 
affirm }ufl: now, that I had no Virtues $ I tie 
you to that Attention, and laying afide my Chft* 
rafter of Monarch, will join Iflue with you 
Upon the Foot of perfbnal Metit. 

Sbep. 
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Sb& Wh%n<m io* tilkltafcn, jftd I foil 
bear you wMh Ptetmre, 
C^/I What^s yttir Opinion <*fj»y Goutage? 

- rffc#. Why! That you had Courage is not 
tp bedtfpttfed* but you muft allow it to jn# 
iftfo $ 0M I think I have ihewa it to a gprcator 
Degree than you did. J feqcy # declaring War> 
*Aot*, rod imatrocd* againft a wWb potm 
Kingdom, is what you would not "have ref*- 
twred *ipan«' :&fide«, Courage, k a Quality fo 
onsy mate* hare m comrno* with **$, that 't* 
aimoft a Shame to boaft on't. Add, that ftjt* 
fuch a Dependance on our Conftittition, that 
it as ao more a Merit *&*n Birth, Beauty, or 
any other accidental Ornament * and a Man is 
jRO more to be praSfed, or blamed, far having, 
tfX wanting Courage, than lor haying a fine 
Jiand, w adiftanrdJFajoe. 

Off What of raj jHwaaity and Modera- 
tion? 

• Ship. Trick iaad Artifice, like my owa: JRi* 

gour and Crudity would have undone yoa. 

^VTby i I never purloined any Tiling that <ould 

ijbe of no Ufe to me. 

&ef. What fay you fio imy Wtfdom and 
jLearnmg ? 

v Shep* Your Learning I don't umderftand, but 
I hope you would not pahin it upon a>e -for n 

- Virtue P And as for your Wifdora, I am a- 
Atam'd to think that the World has been im- 
pofed on by it : I have contrived a better Plot 

• for Healing a Geld Wa*ch, than that by which 
you ftok the Liberate* of jfoa»/Nor was your 

v Scheme for getting the Sword of Power wto- 
your Hands, toy any means equal to mfoe for 
tpnKurtog one^ whofe only Worrii was a Silver 
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Hilt. Oh, that I had been Gefar? and you 
Shepherd! I fhould have made a glorious Em* 
peror, and you but a forry Thief. 

C<ef. Come, good Words and few 5 I have 
but one Qucfiion to ask. What are your 
Thoughts oFmy Refolution ? And do you think 
pafling the Rubicon^ or fwimming from Alexan- 
dria to my Fleet, have hiftorical A&ions their 
Equals? 

Shep. Hey-day! Did you ever hear of my 
'two Efcapcs? and do you think the Man who 
had Refolution enough to attempt them, did not 
fiirpafoyou? 

' Caf. They were A&s of Defpair, not of Re- 
folution. 

Shep. I believe, Sir^ you'll find them founded 
: on the. fame Principle with yours $ or if they 
vary, 'tis for the better. Such of your mad 
Prank* as you had no Occafion to play, were 
done for Glory y thofe which you were forced 
-on, for Life; My AiStions were ali of the lat- 
ter Sort, and therefore, as I hifttcd before, 
more meritorious than yours $ • for next to play- 
ing the Fool, the greateft Folly is doing it only 
-'*tth a View to be talk'd of. 

&ef. 'Tis Tome what hard that, tho' I have 
given up my publick Chara&er^ you will allow 
-me no perfonal Merit in my private. 

Shep. Sir, I have Reafon. You and I have 
-ddne great Aftions in our fcveral Ways, but the 
-£iids for which we did them render them vile: 
' Therd is no fuch Thing as perfonal Merit, in- 
dependent of Society, nor can any Aceomplifli- 
- ments deferve that Name, but in proportion to 
the BeAefit which the Weal-Fublick receives 
tVom them. Courage, Humanity,* Moderation, 
"• -- - • Wif- 
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Wifdom, Learning and Refolution, are fine 
Qualities, but it is the Ufe and Application 
which make them Virtues j and the only Rea- 
fon for paying any Regard to them, is, that 
when Men .are cngagea for the Good of their 
Kind, fuch Qualities make them more able to 
procure it effectually j which Argument is re- 
verted, when the Purpofe is altered. 

Cmf. I am almoft of your Opinion.- You rea- 
fon well j and I-wifli, for the Peace of Man- 
kind, the Rulers of the Earth had fo j'uft a No- 
tion of miy Character as you have. 

■ December 4, 
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liaariom I hosrer » to feryiocafete w 
X my Country pcrfuades me, in my Decline 
x>f Life, to draw my Pen in its Befa& i (Ut- 
ter myfelf, that I could read my Co^stnymen 
feveral Le&ures, that might be of ufc, if I 
were indulged in the narrative Vanity of my 
Age ) how far I {hall be favoured that Way, 
xnuft be left to you, Sir, Give me leave there- 
fore to tell you my Hiftory and Character, that 
you may be able to j*dge whether or no I am 
qualified for your Correspondent. * " 

The Begianiag of my Life has nothin 
markable in it* I don't remember that my 
was dignified with the Appearance of any new 
Star, or that my Mother dreamed any odd 
Dream at my Conception^ or that I came into the 
World with any ftranee Marks or Excrefcen- 
ces about me, as was formerly ufual with great 
Men. I was fent to School, and whipped till 
my fourteenth Year, as moft other Lads are, 
&aq from thence to tbe Univerfity, where I was 
xlotic'd for readikg much, and drinking little, 
as moft other Lads are not: This lafted three 
Years, at the End of which I took a Whim of 
feeing the World, as Men call it, and went a 

tra- 
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travelling, in which I have fj>ent my Life, from 
toy Entrance into mv eighteenth Year to ther 
Completion of my fifty eighth, without ever 
once feeing my native Country > till now, I 
know not what tor call that agreeable Folly of 
being willing to die at Home, has prevailed up- 
on mc to return* and here I am a moft com- 
pleat Tratodkr. I cjefirc you may not be ftartlcd 
at the tffeutoe of a Travrelkr, I have no Legends 
of Jjies to pdblifh of my Occurrences abroad* 
no Directions for fuel* as intend to travel > my 
Defign is tp make my Petegrinations of ufe tor 
fmb> a*, kxj at Home? and to fhew that I have 
wwetted with uncommon Succeis, that is to 
fey, have acquired a Knowledge of my own 
Couritify. 

I lfcavb been fo long abroad that it will not 
be wotarderfed at, that at my Return I had for* 
g« every Thing of my Country, but the Lan- 
guage: The Manners, Cuftoms, and Habits of 
die People, were to me as new and as ftrangc 
as thole of any foreign Nation I ever pafs'd 
fhtfoUgfo, ^ that I immediately began to confix 
defr myfelf as no mote than a Traveller here, 
arid therefore Git down to read Books, went 
eut to (fee Company, and did all in my Power 
to info/m my felf thoroughly about them, which 
I think I have done by this Time > and the Re- 
marks I ihall now, and hereafter make to you, 
are fitch as dacutfred to me while I was fo cm* 
ployed. 

I believe it will readily be granted, that all 

' Nations are partially fona of their own Vices 

and Follies, and therefore difqualify'd to be 

Judges of thcmfclves. The Remarks of fenfi- 

ble unprejfudiced Foreigners muft therefore be 

\L 4 thought 
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thought the trueft Charafterifticks of all Coun- 
tries j and if fo, mine mult have fome Merit, 
fincc my long Abfence has put me into the cu- 
rious Condition of a Foreigner, white my Re- 
gard to my Country mult wipe away the Im- 
putation of Partiality or Malice. : 

The firft Thing that fliocked me after my 
Arrival in Great Britain was, that Rude Famiii* 
arity, which is the diftingui filing Mark of the. 
Englijh Peafantry from that of moft other NatK 
ons, that infolent Contempt of Superiors which 
reigns among the Clowns, Porters, and other 
mobbifh Chara&ers: Tho' it be, a Proof and the 
Refult of our Freedom, yet in is in Argument 
for thofe who call. too extenfive a Liberty the 
Parent of Barbarity : Sure, Courtefy and Free* 
dom are by no Means incompatible! And is it 
not enough to: fatisfy any People of their Liber* 
ty, that their Lives, Properties, and Reputati- 
ons are ftri£fcly guarded by the Laws, without 
introducing a Deftru6fcion of Subordination, and 
a Confufion of all Station and Chara&er ? Cer- 
tainly, in the averting and defending of thefc 
Rights and Liberties which we fo much boaft 
of, the People of Condition and Rank had al- 
ways the grcatcll Share, and the greateft Merit, 
as they ventured both Lives and Fortunes, while 
the Mob had only Lives to lofe •> and is it not 
a Hardfliip in 9ur Laws (if the Hardfhip lies 
really in them) that a Peafant, a Coachman, a 
Servant, a Porter, or any fuch mean Fellow, 
fhall provoke and infult his Matter or Employer 
with the moil opprobrious and fcandalous Lan» 
guagc, with Impunity, while the Gentleman thus 
affronted, if he gives way to that Paffion which 
the other is wifhing tp raife, and inadvertently 

or 
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or raflxly ftrikes him, fliall never efcape (bcfidtfs 
the Trouble and Vexation of a Law-fuit) a large 
pecuniary Mul&, which goes to the infolcnt 
Fellow as a Reward for his Infolencc. I would 
not here be underftood to argue, for fubje&ing 
the Lives or Limbs of thefe poor Wretches to 
the Refentment of every rafb Man, who is, or 
fancies himfelf provoked $ no, I am for tufting 
them in no Hands but tbofe of the Law : But 
I think it would be highly proper to arm Ju- 
ftices of the Peace with a Power of inflidini 
an immediate corporal Punifhment, upon fuel 
Delinquents of this nature) as are unable to an- 
fwer the Damages which may be recovered in a 
Suit of Law commenced on account of fuch 
abufive Language 5 and, I believe fuch a Me* 
thod might prevent much of the Mifchiefs com- 
mitted by the Rafhnefs of People, whofe Eaffe 
and Fulnefs of Fortune makes them impatient 
of contradictory or reproachful Words from 
Folks, whom, they imagine, Nature and Pro* 
vidence have placed, in every Refpe&, fo much 
beneath them, and whom they madly fometimes 
fuppofe were made, like the Beads of the Field, 
to be at their Difpofah 

Should I draw any Arguments from the Cour- 
tefy, Affability, and fubmiffive Civil ty of the 
Peasantry in neighbouring Nations, I might cx- 
pe& to be told, that their Want of Liberty 
broke their Spirits, and rendered them fervilely 
courteous, and meanly fawning * and fhould I 
relate how feverely the Infolencc and Saucinefs 
of fuch People to iuperior Charaders arcpunifh- 
cd, I believe I fhould be anfwered, that it pro* 
ceeds from the fame Spirit of Tyranny which 
runs from the Monarch down to the meaneft qf 
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!lk Sttfcje^ wh* hate ady ffiA beneath them :> 
Bar, witfc SutwcdifioQ to better Opinions, I am 
tedfatd to think that our Anccftors, who* oqn 
Ailed die Pm*ogaaave of their Kings*, and a* 
bridged the Power of the great Men*, never k** 
tended to give sp their own Rights: ami Frhri-* 
leges* nor <*<teld ir be theip Befiga, whext thctp 
redwoed the Encroachment* of bigner Characters 
within proper Limits, to ka*e their own oil" 
guarded, to be trampled on by Inferiors^ and 
that way open a Gate w Letdfing! attd Cod* 
fufioi* - The? Lawyer* mJerm me, that of OkJ^ 
' and they fay it is only abrogated by Bifufe, the 
P<miihme»t of * mean Pcvtati for ftrilaiog or afr 
faahing a Gentfcman, wag acririag left thai? the 
Lofi of the Hand he ftrudt \ricb : Thit is much 
Move fettere than* tfce /ran* Purrifbment of the 
Galleys, yet was pot in Pwuftter about tker Time 
ef the Barom Wars, the gwafceft and nebOeft 
Struggles that any Nation ever made far their 
Liberty. Yet now we think an Attack ifladc 
opon the* Matter by the SrtrruKt or upon the 
Servant by the Maner r equally criminal, and the 
fame Method* of Pufttffeuiieaty as well as the 
fame Kind of Procefs, art nfetfc its both Cafea 
Muft not a Man be v&f paroal to his Country, 
«t deeply ititerefted- itv the Cafe, who prefers 
thfe Way of proceeding t# that of another Nar 
tton* which condemns the' Servant to the Gat 
fey% and makes the Matter atone by a pecuni- 
ary Mul&, according to the Cit>cun>ftance* of 
^fte Cafe ? 

I believe fevwal weH^meaning People would 
think oar old* Englijb Law cruel, as well for the 
Puniflimem, a* for the 0iftin£kion of Charaamv 
Which they apprehend might put t&e Limb* of 
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his Majcfty's Subjects too often in the Power of 
Heralds and Genealogifts : As to the Firft, I en* 
tirely agree with them, that the Punifhment* 
ought to be foftned : As-, to the Laft, I own I 
♦ don't pe**eive that Danger. > I think we are 
pretty well cured of that Folly which teaches 
us to put an imaginary Value upon any Set of 
People. Property is the Parent of Power : Riches 
firft made Gentlemen, and the Want /*f it r de- 
gpadct them v dti* is demonftrable from the N^ 
tulre of Gentilky, of, Old, which, wks annexed to 
tfce Pofleflion tfLmd&) the only Richer of former 
Agps* TbePoiftfEpaor Want of Riches^ as they 
imW imfigj Wifdptx* of Folly* would, I believe, 
to* allowed thcTeft of this Chara&er* and every 
M*n would be pi&lf entitled to Refpefl: pro- 
portiooaWc to. the latercft which the Weak 
jtobUtf? had in him* that is T according to the 
P rop e rt y he poffefled) which, I think* it is eafy 
to prove* was- afcways tfee Way of judging, ia 
every Gouafcrjr where the Monarch's Preroga- 
ttfc had not gp$ the Afcendapk over the Sub? 
je&s Right. 

But o£ th&«*o«gJi for the Prefent. If your 
Accettaace of. thi* encourages me to proceed* 
I ifeaU lay before, the World feveral Qbfervatl- 
oat of thisr Kiad* gathered perhaps, from thofir 
Things we moffi va we ousfeives upon, oar Man* 
net^ Gufroiroi and Religion** nay, our Con* 
&it&tioQ) whiehr we, fo mush eiieem* has not 

?u»te efcaped me. But, as I intend no Offence^ 
hope I iWl pcrfawa this-without giving any . 

I am, SlRy 

2S«r Humbb Servant ± 

. %»*. if. i7Z<J. PEREGRINE RAMBLE. 
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SIR* 

HYpocrify is one of the vileft as well as one 
of the commoneft Vices of Humanity * the 
fair Sex feems the moft tainted with it, and it 
is ftot much to the Honour of human Nature, 
that the greateft Proficients in this ungenerous 
Frailty mould be the moft agreeable Part of 
our Species. Inftead of bringing elaborate Ar- 

J'juments to prove this, give me leave to pres- 
ent the World with an Inftance of the Truth 
of it, in a faithflil Narrative of an Adventure 
torhich I am well aflured happened lately at Ps- 
rfr) and which made fo great a Noife there, as 
to give occafion to a Comedy written upon the 
Groundwork of this Story. 

A Widow Lady, who Was neither overftoc- 
ked with Youth nor Beauty, but whofc Eftate 
could more than fupply thole Wants, and whofe 
Family was confiderable enough to make her 
proud, had, by Means of thefe Charms, drawn 
about her an Army of Lovers, who continually 
laid Siege to her rerfon, in hopes of reducing 
her to the Neceffity of furrendcring her For- 
tune. She put on the Appearance of Piety and 
^Devotion, affeftcd to be fcrupuloufly nice in 
the moft trifling Matters 3 San&ity and Reli* 
gion were her continual Topicks, her Confeflbr 
was her chief Minifter, and ihe found out Scru- 
ples 
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pies of Confidence almoft enough to turn his 
Brain, if he attended to them. In fhort, fhe 
repented of the Pleafures fhe had formerly re* 
ccived in the Marriage-Bed, and determined to 
atone for them by a moft aufterc Chaftity for 
the future : She gave Alms in abundance, com* 
forted the Sick in Hofpitals, and, as Mr. Pope 
exprcflcs it, 

Vifits to every Church Jbe daily paid; 
And march* d in every holy Mafquerade. 

Upon thefe fpecious Appearances lhe founded 
fo fair a Reputation, that, by the help of a 
little Flattery from her Favourites, the Priefts 
and Friars, (he was univerfally known by the 
Name of the Holy Widow; but left her true 
Name fhould be ncceflary, through the Courfe 
of this Story, I take this Opportunity of in- 
forming my Readers, that fhe was called Maria. 
Her Lovers were Men of Courage, not a 
whit difhearten'd by all this : Some of them, 
in order to be always at hand, purfued her from 
Church to Church, from Hofpital to Hofpital, 
and underwent for her fake, what they would 
never have done for their Souls, all the Fa- 
tigues of her Devotion and Charity \ while o- 
thers brib'd the Confeflbr to affure her, that 
thcr Soul might as well be faved in Matrimony 
as Widowhood 5 but all to little Purpofc. There 
was only one of them that was wife enough to 
forefee the Succefs of their Wild-Goofc-Chafe, 
or honeft enough to defpife fuch finifter Means 
of carrying his Point, and therefore difconti- 
nued his Vifits * his Name was Lyfander: But 
our Widow had not an Admirer the lefs for his 
Abfencej for juft about this Time arrived in 

Town 
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Towa -ty/tuk?, a younger Brother of a gented, 
but decayed Family: Mifcrably poor was Syl* 
«*, but be had a wdl-aadc Pcrfon, a £ne Face* 
fame Wk, wd a good Addrck 

Fortune threw him nto the Neighbourhood 
o£ the Widow, where he had not been long, 
before be heard fo imich of her Eftate, and her 
Piety, that he long'd to know more of her: Ha 
foon found out her Haunts, followed and obfer- 
ved her, and from thence made a Ihrewd Guefe 
at her Conttiturion : He few Vanity in her De- 
trouoa, aadOfteatatkm in bef Charity > tboft 
fiiock'd him not $ but the Number of her Sui- 
tors, that pufczied him : Ordinary Methods ht 
few would not do * well uhcn f extraartliitaqr 
«uft be ufed : He knew* as I fatd, her Con- 
Aiturioa, that fee was mare in love with Ra- 
xHitatioa than Virtue, and UCs afraid of Sin than 
Shame > from which he coaduded, chat if he 
could procure Accefc to bca^ and at the fame 
Time ''baffle Sjafpkrion, his Point was as good 
as gained. 

in order to dais, he left the Bart of the Town 
tfbe lived in, mi J"etircd to the moft obfewe 
Corner of it^ and) by the Help of a little M&~ 
acy f foon found Means Co procure a Licence 
to beg, with an Atteftation of his being deaf 
aad dumb from his Birth. Our new Beggar, 
thus eauipped, knowing Motifs Haunt^thongh 
perfe&ly unknown to her* took Care to appear 
at all the Churches where there was any Like- 
lihood of her coming : His good Prefence, in 
a little time, attra&ed Ber Eyes, flie road the 
Licence and Certifi cate, appeared conoern'd at 
his Cafe, and gave him a bountiful Alms. ifyrf- 
<%do thank'd ba: with a Bow fo graceful* thaf, 

turning 
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tfcrimig t* iwr MaHl farprfe'd, &e cried, What 
Pity it is fo lifedy a dPcUo w fltoufld be Co unfa** 
mroate. iSfrifc;/* ww pleated witfc Ms Swccefs, 
and therefore coriflantly gaxe hip AtKipUsce at 
one Chiiroh er otiber, where fee never failed to 
find hoc, and ncrer found J*er in ¥,2011. He *coa* 
ftatttly drained her Pterfe, whioh he a? gene- 
roufly d&rihuted among the real Rqggars, as 
boa as her Back wis itunaed. Z#c$% her W,g* 
nan, one Day ob&rved this, and uepocted it 
to the Widows, who 'was (o ftruck with the Ge» 
nerofoy of the A&ion, that &e made it the 
Pretence for putting in Pra&ice a Re&luuoa 
flie ihad befoce made in favour of Sfh>i^ which 
was to take him home to her Houfe, cloath, 
feed <brm, and provide him aa Aparto&cnt, out 
pf puce Charity ; However, ihe would neither 
do this nor any thing elfe, without conTulting 
Iter Confaffbr : The good Man* cbann'd with 
the Charity of the Widow, gave his Cofifent 
joyfully. Syfoioy though he counterfeited fo 
well as to make it hard &r them to cootwhu* 
pate die Defign to him, yet, when it was pro* 
perior him to understand, thank&illy accepted 
the Faatout, and was in efieft brought home, 
new doached, well lodged, and the Widow 
made it her own Task to attend Jiiceu 

Pleafiire and Reputation* when they can be 
enjoyed together, are the greateft Comforts in 
Life. Thefe Afari* had in view 1 Syfoio'&Form 
gaye her Hopes of one, and his Infirmities of the 
other.. But Xjvy^who was as wafiton and hypo- 
critical as her Miftrefs, got before-hand with 
her* being more amorous, and lefc nice, ihe 
fooner found Means to make herfelf underftood 
by Sylvh% who, from an Opinion that (he 
< f might 


\ \ 


r\ 


C4 The SvzCVLAttsr; 

might be of ufe to him in his Defign, adrftfatfj 
ftred to her all the Happinefs in his Power. 

While Things went on thus, an Accident 
bappen'd which gave the Widow's Wanton- 
nels a Tin&ure ot Love, and added to her De- 
fire of his Pcrfon, an Efteem for the Merits of 
Sylvio. One of the briskeft of her Admirers, but 
the leaft in her good Graces, who remember'd 
the old Rule of wooing a Widow, was refolved 
to put it in Pra&ice j and accordingly took the 
Opportunity of being alone with her for ma-» # 
king an attack upon her Chaftity $ Jhe refilled 
and cry'd out, and did all that was in the Power 
of a poor weak Woman * but had ncvertheiefe 
been deflowered, if Sylvio (who wandered up and 
down the Houfe like a tame Bird, or any other 
domeftick Animal, and had Accefs every where* 
went in and came out as he pleafcd, and was 
known by all Vifitors, for the Widow's Mute) 
had not boune'd into the Room at the Inftant 
when her Virtue was at the laft. Gafp* he 

Suickly . fnatch'd up a Sword he faw in the 
Loom, and, bv his ftera Afped and Polture* 
rave the Ravimer- to know, it was proper to 
lefend himfelf : He prefently took the Hint, 
left the Widow, and made an Attack of a dif- 
ferent nature upon her Champion, who foon 
difarmed and laid him at her Feet : Thus was 
the Houfe cleared of one troubieforae Rival. * 
The Widow's Friends and Vifitants were 
foon acquainted with the Story, and the Ad* 
drefs and Dexterity of Sylvio was the Widow's 
conftant Theme j {he affirmed it was marvel- 
lous, and the flattering Friars aflured her, it 
was a Miracle wrought by God to reward her 
Charity- to the Mute- 
To 
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To be as concifc as poflible: The Widow 
ever after this burned for the Enjoyment of SyU 
vio, till her Woman, who was more learn'd 
than flic, put her in the way of fatisfying her 
Appetite : If flic lov'd Sylvia before, now flie 
doated on him; fhe thought of nothing but 
how to fecure the Continuance of her Happi- 
nefs, and began to entertain groundlefs Fears 
for the lofs of it : For this Reafon, flic held 
frequent Conferences with Lucy how to keep 
the Mute for ever in her Houfe, in fpitc of his 
Friends, if he fliould have any, or his own In- 
clinations, if they fliould prompt him to wan- 
der. Thefe, and many other Difcourfes, were 
always in the Prefence of Sylvio, who ftill be^ 
haved fo properly that he gave no- Sufpicion. 

Lucy , who was a cunning Baggage, and knew 
how to make her own Advantage of every thing, 
anfwered the Widow, that to oblige her, and 
fecure her Happinefs, flie was willing to give 
up her own Hopes, and marry Syhio. This Ma- 
ria did not entirely approve of > but as flie was 
in her Woman's Power, could not abfolutely 
rejefit it : But the Queftion was put to the Mute 
by Bits of Drawings, as all their Love Queftions 
were, which he very gallantly anfwered, to the 
Widow's Satisfa&ion. This, if poflible, en- 
crtafed her good Liking towards him * and all 
Things went on very happily, till flie found 
herfelfi by God's Blefling on their Endeavours, 
in a way of being fliortly dete&ed by a grow- 
ing Belly. This occafioned feveral private Con- 
ferences (ftill in the Prefence of Syhio) between 
her and Lucy : Matters were ftrangely perplexed * 
Sylvio was offered as a Husband by Lucy 9 but 
rcfus'd with the utmoft Abhorrence and Dete- 

F ftation^ 
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ftarion: In fliort, after feveral vain fruitlefs 
Projects concerted, it was agreed to fend to 
Lyfander^ and offer him that Happinefc upon 
(lis own Terms, which he had for fomc tun* 
paft negle&ed to purfue: So faid, fo done. 
Her Confeflbr was erimloy'd to break the Mafr 
ter to LyfandW) and allure him, that, in regard 
to hjs Probity^ Maria had pitched upon nim> 
among her Admirers, to be the happy Man. 
He, tho' absolutely void of Tenderneis for her 
Pcrfan, yet had a. great Efteem for her Eftate* 
and not thinking it proper, when Fortune 
knocked at his Door, to enquire the Way flxe 
$ttne, quickly contented % and a Day was ap» 
poiqted accordingly. 

Sylvio was now in a diftra&ed Condition. He 
Caw all his Endeavours loft, his Hopes ready to 
vanifli, and he himfelf unable to prevent them : 
{kit fofnething n*uft be done. He prefemiy 
writ to his elder Brother a prefling Letter, a£ 
faring him, that his Rife or Rum depended 
upon his being in Town on a Day, which was 
to be a Week before the Marriage; When he 
had done this, he went to Lucy's Apartment, 
and, taking her by the Hand, (poke to her: 
She, with furprize to hear him, fwoon'd * 
which, when h? had reqovcr'd her from, and 
comforted her a little, he addrefled her in this 
* manner. 4C Don't be furpriz'd, my dear Lucy 9 
" to hear me fpeak now * my All is at Stake, 
" and a longer Silence might lofe it : Be in no 
" Fear 5 for what has pafled between us, it 
" ihall be as fecret as if I was really dumb* 
,« make ufe of this Knowledge to affift me in 
c < my Defign on your Miftrefs » allure her, that 
« if fhe marries me, ihe marries a Man that 

u can 
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" can Ijieafc, a Man of Honour, and a Gent- 
44 lcman: If ybm can futceed* as my Fortune 
4C will be made, fo, I jpromife you, fliall yourt; 
M Faretfel-, and life Diipatch ." • 

Lucy went to her Miftrefs, and Sylnfid pofted 
hhhfelf fo as to overhear them : Maria received 
the Proposal with the utmoit Indignation ; and* 
upon Affui-ance of Syfotfs having the Ufe of 
his Tbngbci Vow'd his Death, either by Poifort 
or Afliffinatidn. iMcy urged the Marriage i& 
a mild Revenge * but m vairt : Her Arifwdf 
was, tt Shall thfe filthy World difcbVer #hit 
" Were the Motives of my Charity tw the 
" Villain? 

Sylvio kneW enough from this, to think it 
advifable to provide for his otvn Safety, which , 
he did by retiring to his own obfeure Lodg- 
ing* and there waiting his Brother's Arrival^ 
who was exa&ly puri&ual. He acquainted hitri 
with the Hiftbry, and fent him prefently to 
Lyfaftder \ who, upon examining Circiimftancesi 
found Rcafon to believe that he Was made a 
Dupe: But Luey^ who was brought to him* 
by her Teftimony, put Matters beyond Doubt. 
He therefore came to an Intfcriew with Sylvio % 
where it was agreed to divide the Widow's 
Fortune, between them, two thirds arid the La- 
dy to Syhfoi and one third to Ly fancier i who* 
bfcing of a revengeful Temper, could not for- 
give the Affront put (lpbtf him, but made it 
part of his Bargairt to have Liberty of referft- 
mg it publickly, which Was agreed to,' and done 
in this manner. 

• On the Day appointed, Lyfandtr and the 
Widow, with a number of their Friends and Re* 
latibnflfyWent to the ParifK-Church as Bride and 

F z Bride- 
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Bridegroom, in order, as was thought, to be 
publickly married. Sylvio and his Brother 
paid their Attendance alfo among the Crowd : 
when the Couple flood before the Prieft to 
have the Ceremony perform'd, Lyfander fijf- 
fered all, till this Queftion was asked, Wilt 
thou take Maria to Wife ? &? c. to which he 
anfwered aloud, cc No. But perhaps this Gentle* 
* c man may, (pointing to Sylvio.) I don't care 
" for trefpaffing upon another's Ground > and 
" he that fow'd the Corn fliall reap the Har- 
*' veft for me." Here he told the Audience 
the whole Hiftory, while the Widow flood 
in the utmoft Confufion, which Sylvio took 
Advantage of, to fpeak to her. He preffed her 
to Marriage, that the Company might not be 
difappointed 5 and fhe, to make the bell of a 
bad Market, ftruck up a Bargain. They were 
married, her Hypocrify blown up, and her 
Fortune divided according to the Agreement. 
Lyfander had enough to live happily without 
her, and Sylvio to repair the Ruin of his Fa- 
mily with her. Lucy was fufficiently provided for 
foon after by Sylvio^ who, I am told, lives happily 
and pleafantly with his Widow to this Day. 

Thus, Sir, have I told you. as fuccin&ly as 
poflibly, the Hiftory and Fall of this Piece of 
Hypocrify. I am fatisfy'd that feveral Circuta- 
llances in it, were I inclined to play the French? 
man, and dwell upon them, might be wrought 
up to more Entertainment, and the Whole 
make an agreeable Novel : But I was tied down 
to the Limits of a Letter, which, I fear, in 
fpite of my Caution, I have exceeded, and 
#%>- therefore beg Pardon for. lam, Sir, 

Fekr. 1 8, Tour Humble Servant,. Sec. 
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I Could not avoid being moved, by feveral 
late melancholy Inftances, to put together 
fome Thoughts about the Pra&ice of Duelling : 
though, after what fo many good Authors have 
writ upon this Subject, 1 perhaps may be 
thought idle or impertinent in doing it. But 
as this is an Obje&ion which will lie to almofl 
all modern Eflays, my Part of it is the eafier 
to be borne : efpecially if we confider that Sen- 
timents of Morality and Virtue may be of ufc, 
tho* they be not entirely new and untouched 
upon $ and that it is fome Merit, to revive in 
the Minds of Readers the juft Notions which 
they had formerly entertained, and the proper 
Obfervations they had before made upon fuch 
Subjefts. 

To trace the Beginning of this pernicious 
Pra&ice, is of no moment to the corre&ing it* 
tho* it is very probable that, contrary to the 
Opinion of feveral of the Moderns, it was in 
ule among the Greeks and Romans. The Adven- 
ture of the Horatii and Curiatii, as Livy relates 
it, is among feveral others a notorious In dance 
of its being tifed in Cafes of a Publick Nature 
by the Romans: And thofe learned Men, who 
are of Opinion that Livy ftole the Adventure 
aforefaid from fome Memoirs of two little 
Towns in Greece^ fcem to think it an early 
Pra&ice among the People of that Country in /jfe 
the like Matters. That there are feveral pub- m 
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lick Inftances of it in Greek and Roman Story, is 
needlefs to prove > and that from publick ana au- 
thorized Cafes, it might have crept into private 
Revenge $ tho* it be not clear (for no Authors 
give Accounts of it^npr §aty rifts exclaim againft 
\t) yet it is at leaft probable. I fay this, becaufe, 
tjho' the Du?I in, puklifk Cafes b a & b^oi> of old 
tnix'd with oqr Conftitutiop, aqd been a Part of 
our L*w, yet in private Affairs it has not been 
complained o^ nor coufl<fc r cd ( 3£ a Grievancq 
till lately. No. £opks ^ycrc written againft it v 
nor is there yiy mention in ouf Hiftories of 
(Jxentleipcn who fplji in private Quarrel^ till with- 
in this tfunqred and Fifty Years j tko' it is mow. 
%fx^n nrobajbie th^t the Example of great Men^ 
*?ho aid it by the Authority ot the Laws, fet o-. 

ficrs upon the famePra&ice in Clafes which tjtvq 
aws toolf no Cogni&an<;c pf. 
. I own, that the Eccle£aftical L#ws are full 
QfCenfutes apd Iniet 'diQiotti againft this Crime an< 
^hc Committers of i;. tyuf ;fy? fevereft, ^ 
thofe Vnich level moft dire&ly at private Cafes^ 
ape Modern \ Tho£ of a, more antient Date are 
rather againft the Authority ^q4 Pra^icc o£th^ 
Cockle zndJ^Jbqf's Q>y£t* ^Gwm, in vhfc£ 

joints of Honour, were apippgft other things, of-. 
tendeqidedi an4 moft C^ifea wei;e trie4 hy Comr. 
hat. For in Writs of \ Sight ar$ dppcalfo (thp QflL* 
\y Cafe* in which Bank is now: ^Uow'd) thp 
Champions sy^l Cojpbatanjs hatf, of old a ^Qrm 
9f Prayer, and a particular, Church for their UXpj 
before they fought, as MiV Sfldep, tejjifi^ vthitfl 
could not have oe£n,fa, if (up^i kjnds q£ &ifefa 
lifts fell under tho£ ^qmrnuniukf^ \|$hJLck thf 

^^ Ciifwjtf ate full of. 
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Mr- Seldeit) the heft Advocate for this abomi- 
nable Praftice, thinks it juftifiable, for the faftifc 
Reafons, that a puhUck fPtr between two great 
Princes is $ for, fays he, they being both eijual 
to each other, and inferior to nothing upon 
Earthy there is no Judge but God Qualified fo* 
trying their Caufe of Quxtrcl 5 aftd entring up-^ 
on a War is commencing the Suit before him 1 
Thus, continues he, in Cafes of Right, Whert 
Want of Evidence fo perplexes the Caufe, that 
the Judges are incapable of deciding it, an Ap* 
peal to God, the Supreme Judge, is attow'd by 
way of Battle. For the fame Reafons he thinks 
a private Duel lawful, beclufe it is to deckle * 
Point which generally wants a Judge in this 
World. The Lye, tor Example, given, is by 
Cuftom a great injury, yet fuch a one as th* 
Laws of our Country give no Satisfa&ion for % 
therefore the Party injured has a Right to call 
to Heaven in the manner mentioned, for the Re* 
yttoge he can't meet with upon Earth. So idly 
does this Great Man talk, without confidcring 
that Heaven, as well as Earth, is engaged by 
God's Word to refufe Revenge to the Man Who 
piirfues it. Fighting a Duel, according to his 
Notion, is making a Requeft to the Supreme 
Power, which he nas exprefly refufed, and has 
threatened Vengeance on the Mat) who follicits 
for : But befides, how does it appear that fuch 
an Affront is an Injury, for which, by Right, 
Atonement fhould be made? Why, Cufton^ 
fupported by the Suffrages of Idiots and Mad- 
men, makes it fo * and Cuftom is a better Au- 
thority than Law, Reafon or Religion. Not to 
infift upon the laft, becaufe weaker Arguments f . 
witt fuftce^ Mr. StUen himfelf would allow- that f 
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no Man fhould pretend to more Wifdom than 
the Laws of his Country contained, and yet 
thefe Laws have always look'd on unoffended 
by fuch trifling Matters > and fo far from think- 
ing they deferved Death, as our Heroes would 
infinuate, have confidercd them as meriting no 
Punishment at all. Nor can it be obje&ed, as is 
faid in favour of fome new Penal Laws, that thefe 
Crimes are of a new Nature, or that they were 
©verlook'd by the Founders of Communities > 
for thefe little Irregularities are as old as Society, 
and muft have been obferved by the firft that 
brought Men together and ever fince, but were 
always thought too trifling to be regarded. 
. Other Arguments in favour of this Cuftom 
are, that it maintains Civility and Good- Man- 
ners among Men > that the Peace it procures is 
yrell worth the Lives that are facrificed to it* 
ajid that the Mifchicfe of it generally fell among 
turbulent People, while Men of good Senfe and 
quiet Difpofition enjoy the Advantages of it % 
and the like. Now to fpeak Politically^ I will 
own, that the few Lives that are loft by this Vice 
are to the Publick of no very great Value : And 
for the latter part of the Argument, I only wifli 
it were always true. But is it not true, that 
fome part of the Community perhaps irrctreiv- 
ably iuffers whenever thofe Accidents happen ? 
Is not a Father, Husband, Son, Friend or Pa- 
tron, often immaturely loft to thofe, to whom 
their Lives were the greateft Blcflings ? Have we 
not, in the laft Reign, feen a Minifter of State 
fell, and, perhaps* the Bufinefs of the Nation 
ftop'd or perplex'd by this Pra&ice? Does not 
every one know, within his own Acquaintance, 
Men of very valuable Qualities and Talents, 

whom 
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whom the Fear of Shame docs, or may engage 
in this Practice ? And, laftly, does it not often 
happen, that Men of the meekeft gcntlcft Tem- 
pers are forced upon this Vice in their own De-^ 
fence 5 and (to {hew, that Heaven engages not - " 
in it) are not the Wrong- doers often the Vie* 
torious, while the Innocent are the Vi6fcims to 
this Idol Honour, for this imaginary Peace ? Of 
the Truth of this, we have a deplorable In- 
fiance in a late melanchollv Accident, which 
was the chief Occafion of tnefe Thoughts. 

I know, that we were formerly lea into an 
extravagant Fondnefs for this Pra&ice, by the 
Example of a neighbouring Nation, whom one 
of their mad Kings, by dropping an idle Ex- 
preffion about Two hundred Years ago^ fet into 
liich Confufion, that it was reckoned the great- 
eft Glory of the greateft Prince, perhaps, that 
ever was, to reiftify it. What amazes me, is* 
.that we don't follow their Steps in the Cure as 
well as the^Difeafe. I am told the Obje&ion to 
it is, that if Duelling was as entirely fupprefsM 
in England as it is in France^ it is fear'd the Info* 
lence and Haughtinefs of every Man would rife 
in proportion to his Power and Quality $ which 
is a rifque the middling Men, who make up 
the Majority of our Legiflature, don't care to 
run. Now what more eafy than a Remedy for 
this? The Example of France ftill inftru&s us. 
The Ere&ion of a Court to examine into and 
punifh the little Petulancies which are the Oc- 
cafion of fo much Mifchief, and a Method of 
making it reputable to apply, would go farther 
in preferring Peace and Good-Manners, as well 
as the Lives of feveral ufeful and valuable Men, 
than the Toleration of this barbarous, illegal 

and 


j 4 7k Speculatist* 

and finfid Cuftom. Betides, the Ad vantage of 
Rafting who are entitled, and to what kind 
©f Satishi&ion, wou'd be tbe means of (ecur* 
ing Gentlemen from the Dangers they are now 
in, of exnofing their Lives againft the meaneft 
of Scoundrels % Fellows whofe Honefty is liable 
to Sufpicion, and whole Honour only confiffs is 
fighting, right or wrong. It is an odd Reflecti- 
on, that this kind of Honour ihould keep Com- 
pany with Perfons, whom all other forts have 
abandoned * *ad it is ifcili Granger, that Gentle* 
men of Honcfty and Parts {hould pra&ife That 
as a Virtue, which is claimed in common witlj 
ahem, nay and attainable too, by the vileft, idleft^ 
and fillieft Parts of Mankind. 

The Author of the Conscious Lovers, to whole 
excellent Writings againft this Vice, I believe, 
we owe at preient the Lois of tome Part of its 
Reputation, and our former Fondnefc foe it, 
eonfidered himCelf as doing a bold Thing $ and 
J remember, bis Acquaintance were dubious of 
the Succefs of it j when he made Bevil delibe- 
rate and expoftulate with his Friend, before he 
accepted his Challenge, although he does not 
refute it: nor is he fo much ihock'd at the 
Duel, as a Crime before Heaven, but as a 
Breach of Friendship. I own* I think, he ought 
fa have refuted it flatly, and broke off his Friend- 
flvp with the Man that offered him fuch a Pro- 
Vocation to foch an exorbitant Crime* I believe, 
had the Author done fo, he would not have met 
< With the lets Applaufey fet who r in his Senfes, 
can but applaud a, Man, for absolutely refuting 
what Religiem^ Law % Reafa*, andgtwl Senfa muu 
have condemned him for consenting to r 
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Of Toes. 

To Qfe. > 

TH J^learne4 Mwt&gn* has written an Effigr 
ijpon tfkumkh *nd the ingeniotii Author erf 
the 7<*fe qf 4 7?£) a Diflertation upon Nofrs S 
£cfidps> I have fipen a whole Treatiie, in Frmnh y 
^hjch h?d» fo* its Si|b]e& £jr^ ; Now I fcopo 
all thefe worthy Precedents wll juftifjr me in 

fiving the World a Difcourfc upon 7w$ and 
believe my Qaodour will he applauded, when 
I fhall do Juftice to an injured: Member* which 
h$* beeftfb loqg buried uxObfcurity $ and£bc\r 
fairly to Mankind a Part of the Btadyv which 
ha? hitherto fat}eg* uqdfff no Infpeftion, but thab 
qf a Corn-Clutt?*.; 

I a(n afwd t&$-Li«K»$d will conje&urc, from 
qw <?l)ioice of a $i*bje&, that I go frequently 
antoqt v and it* *ha% Way hare received fuck 
Service* fros* th* Mjtmber* afoffofaid, as were 
fu&cicpt (9 teibft: «m t^> be their Pancgyuift : 1 
{^Yi \ W s4rai4 qf th9, becAnfe iff they fhould 
get fucb 4 Con#>ja in the** Heads, my Chara&ep 
of Difipt?refted watt nafc ftftnd upoji altogether* 
fp goo4 % Bottom s$ before ; However*, my 
Qpmfort ^ tfcit I knew how to mate the beft 
of h, if it iMM4i kaPP** & > **•<*' what the* 
Csnfojrious: mv W% flattery and Corruptnefcy 
^ hope the G^c^n^iur^ will grace with the 
g£ftU$r, N«*fi| of. Gftfupbi&nce and Gratitude. 

Be 
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Be that as it will* 1 {hall proceed undaunted in 
this Apology for fuch defending Objefts, in 
whofe Cauie, and for whofe fake, I dare ven- 
ture to bid defiance to their two greateft Ene- 
mies, Corns and the Gout. 

It muft be allow'd that the Form of my Cli- 
ents is not altogether the moft engaging $ but 
when we confider how frail an Ornament Beau- 
ty is, and how many other Merits they have to 
attone for the want of that tranfient Quality, 
it will hardly be reckoned a Defeft : They are 
not the only Things more proper to be felt 
than fecn > and the Wifcft of Mankind feems 
of this Opinion, when he fays to the Faireft 
amongft Women, Comely are thy Feet with Sboesj 
O Prince's Daughter. 

However they may ftand with re(pe£fc to Beau- 

¥, their Claim to Wit is mod unqueftionable : 
here is a fort of Wit they are the moft fa- 
mous for, and that is, Anfwers to Lampoons, 
defamatory Advertifements, and fcurrilous Pam- 
phlets, which I have feen better done by them 
than any thing their Rivals the Brains could 
furniih. Their Arguments arefo clofe,and their 
Turns fo fmart, tnat they generally leave their 
Antagonifts unable to anfwer them, and, like 
the Ratio ultima Regum, admit of no Reply. 
While I am upon this Point, I muft do my 
Clients thejuftice to reftore them to their Right 
m a fort ot proverbial Sarcafm, which is gene- 
rally beftowed on the moft excellent and ufeful 
Society, the Dancing- Mailers of London and 
Weftminfter: It is faid of thofe Gentlemen that 
their Wit lies in their Heels : This is a Mi- 
stake, and be it known unto the World 
that thofe light-footed Animals have, in com* 

mon 
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inon with their Betters, a great deal of Wit in 
their Toes 5 and that whatever may be faid to 
the Advantage of a light Heel in a Quadrupede, 
yet a nimble Toe is the better Qualification in 
a Dancing-Mafter. 

- The Valour of our Heroes is moft undoubted : 
That huffing He&or Honour, that makes the 
Virgin coy, the Coward quarrelfome, the Game- 
ftcr pay his Debts, and daily fhews a thoufand 
Inftances of his abfolute Dominion over Man* 
kind, at the Approach of my Clients flies from 
their Prefence, and dies away at their Touch % 
let them but knock at the Door of his Refi- 
dence, and, he immediately quits the Dwelling, 
and would no more return to it again, than a 
Badger to his Hole after a Fox had befouled it. 
Something like this the ingenious Butler has 
hinted, when talking of an Attack made by our 
Champions upon fome dreadful Antagonift, he 
(ays it was juft in the Breech> 


Where Honour' s lodged. 


As wife Pbilofophers have judged > 
Becaufe a Kick in that Part more 
Hurts Honour* than deep Wounds before. 

• I know it is given out, to the Difparagement 
of thefe Worthy Members, that they are deficient 
in Point of Nobility $ that their Blood is bafej 
and that their common Anceftor was no better 
,than a Footman. Thefe are Opinions which it 
^ili lie upon me to undeceive the World in* 
and therefore I allure Mankind, upon the Word 
and Integrity of a Panegyrift, that they are An- 
gularly and literally falfe, except in the laft Ar- 
ticle, which, while we ctonfefs to be true of our 
Progenitor, we hope our own Merits atone for 5 

but 
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tat ntftwithftaading this, we iAfift upon it, that 
<yar Family, though always kept under, ft more 
a&tient than feme thai: rival us, and that Firi* 
gers and Thumbs, the' they have rifen fince to 
greater Honours, fuch as wearing Rings and o* 
f her Ornaments of Gold and Silver, yet are o- 
liglnally of i younger Houfe, as by the Help of 
feme Welch Genealogifts, or /r/^Anttquary, 
#e hope Jhordy to be able to prove. 

Yet feme Branches of this Family have hoi 
entirely gone without the Rewards due to thcit 
Merits > The Papal Toes have had more Ho* 
noctre paid to them than all the fair Hands M 
the Wortd s t>\it as my Clients are moft fincere- 
to Protcftant, they don't lifttn with any gifeat 
Pleafure to the idolatrous Worfliip praftifed itt 
Honour of their Popiih Relations : It is owing 
to the fame Zeal for the Ghriftian Eftabliih- 
Aent, that they don't boaft much of the Ho-> 
nours paid to their Family by the two Empe- 
rors Valerian and BajazeU who every Morning 
and Evening, for a considerable Time, bow'd 
their Imperial Bodies, and fubmitted their Necks 
to the Tread of their Conqueror's Toe j but 
this, as I was faying, they d6n't glofy in, be- 
caufe Gofrtxs afad Tamerlane were Pagans and I- 
dolaters. 

To conclude (this Part of the Body is fo ex- 
cellent and ufeful, that I can't help thinking it 
the greateft Affront imaginable to tread upon 
the Toe, and the rather becaufe I am advifed 
that it is no Afiauit in Law, and I think in 
Honour we are moft obliged to perform and 
make good thofe Things whiefr the Law gives 
Jtaft Saft&ion to : But y however, this Partiality 
in our Laws tofo ufeftil a Member,. I can't hetp 

con- 
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confidering as a Defed in our excellent Confti- 
tution, which I hope the Lawyers will foon pro- 
vide for by giving it a Liberty of returning the 
Affront, and making a Kick on the Breech as 
trivial a Crime as treading uptiti a Toe. 

I hope I have done Juftice to thefe ufeful 
Members, and the rather becaufe I find it given 
out by my Enemies that I had fro Skill in Pa- 
negyrick, which is like to become a very ftfcfitf 
and profitable Science in this Age. The Fond* 
ncfe for it always incrcafing proportioaably as 
the Right to it fails; but when I enter upon 
it, it becomes high time to drop the Critick 
and the Satyrift, For which Reafon I have here 
brought my Defign to an immature Conclufion> 
and will take the Advantage of my Toes to walk 
off, with an AfTuiance to the World, that this 
is the laft Time they {hall bear of their Humble 
Servant, 

WILL. SHARPSIGKT. 
fthr. t& % 
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O/Lawyers. 

LOOKING over a late remarkable Trial* 
I was furprized to find a ftrange Notion ad* 
vanced, and much infilled on by feveral Gentle-* 
men of Knowledge and Probity, as well as by 
the Perfon accufed j That the Impunity of o- 
jthers is, not only an Excufe, but a Juftification 
for any Man, who has the Misfortune to com* 
xnit the fame Crime * That a flceping Law 
ought not to be rous'd to the. Detriment of any 
who confidered it as defun&: And, in fhorr, 
that becaufe Juftice fometimes {lumbers, we 
ought to take that Opportunity of knocking 
her in the Head. 

Nay, more : It was ftrenudufly urg'd, that 
where a Law is mute as to the Penalty, it Can- 
not be conftrued to forbid the Crime > for that 
is the Meaning of thofe who would argue, that 
becaufe a Punifhment is not fettled, none ought 
to be infli&ed. Virtue, they fay, is its own Re- 
ward * and, at this rate, Vice will foon become 
its own Puniftiment. This is putting modern 
Juftice upon a foot with modern Satyr, and 
ufing them both like fome wild Beads that are 
brought hither from foreign Parts to divert us, 
whole Teeth are knock'd out, left our Mirth 
flxould be interrupted with Mifchief : And, in- 
deed, breaking through a Precept becaufe it on- 
ly enjoins, not threatens-, is paring off the Fangs 
of the Law, becaufe it negle&s to exercife them. 

J am 
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I ain not for. adding Weight to the Misfor- 
tunes of any Man*- ftor, I hope, Afs enough to 
infult abed-ric} and helplefs Lion* becaufe 1 may. 
I pity the great Man who is the Occafion of 
thefe Thoughts^ and believe that in this Cafe 
(and his fine Parts kept him from many Mi- 
flak** of the Kind) his Judgment mif-lcd bis 
Continence* not that they a&ed in Oppofition, 
yrhich is the qijly true Definition of what Men 
call Diflionefty apd Knavery. He is a remark* 
able Inftance that the belt .Understanding and 
fineft Qualifications, are not always Guards fuffi- 
eient upon the .Frailty pf human Nature, nor 
able of themfelves to condu& us fafely through 
ihe V icjfiitudcs of this whipfical Being. 
. AH Constitutions muft either exprcfly or im- 
plicitly be veiled with s* Power of punifhing 
TrefpaiT^rs > upon their Authority > and, vfhere 
no certain Muld is laid down, a difcretionary 
one muft be undcrltood: Thus it is in petty. 
Mifdemeanqur s, where, though fevcral Kinds of 
them are dirked by feveral Laws: to certain 
Pdniihtoents* yet there are a much greater Num- 
ber of them which, though forbidden by Law, 
might meet with Impunity, if the Judges were 
not argxed with a difcretionary Power to punifh 
them according to their Natures. Thus, in 
roo ft Suits at Law, a certain Thing is demand* 
e4> and a certain Thing recovered j as, in Acti- 
ons of Debt, Detinue, ; Trover, Covenant, &V* 
but in an A6fcion on the Cafe, the Plaintiff may 
demand what he will, but fluty recover only 
what his , Lois and Damages amount to. Now, 
tfroijlfi it ,nqt be very abturd to argue, that be- 
caufe the Law dire&s nothing certain to be re- 
covered in this A&ion, that' therefore nothing 
* G at 
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at all ought to be recovered? Numberleft Ar- 
guments might bq drawn from our own Laws-' 
to ftiew the Falfity of foqh Reafoning, but that 
we arc fwpply % d from the facred Dccwfcgue with 
an unanfworable Xnftanee in Favour of our CK 
pinion : It is remarkable, (hat through the whole 
ten Commandments, as Mofes received them 
from God, thert is nothing mentioned of Pa* 
niftment on the Breakers of them, though in 
one Article a Reward is offered to induce th» 
Obfemnce of k $ and another concludes with 
a Threat that the Lord will not confide? the 
Sinner- in this Point, though it may fitem the 
fotft important of the reft, as free from Guik. 
Yet, when thefe Laws were infrktg'd, Mofof 
was in no Doubt of the Crimes being pimiih- 
4»1cl bu( exerted his Authority, and JhewM 
the rature Judges how it was to be done. 

But I forgot that J am impugning an Opioi- 
ds Sufficiently overthrown by the Arguments of 
Men much more; learned ana eloquent than my* 
feiTy and that I have been aft tnts while wan- 


drtng from my Ptorpefe, which was only to eft- 
ferwftom thofe Notions how little ftrict Tftith 
is the Aim of a Pleader at the Bar, and examine 
how ^r ftieh a behaviour is julttfiable in Con* 
fcience. - 

If T miftalte not, the Gentlemen of that Ho- 
nourable Profeffion are- fwori* at theircommeac 
ing Pra&ifers, to advife in no Cafe^gatoffcCoi** 
fcience^ and to deffen4 **o Caufe but (hat pf 
Truths But this 1 believe is confidfered as Ufac* 
ter oi meer Form only, or how fbottW it come 
to pafs, that the greateft Reputation is to be 
cjrawn from welt maintaining the worft and 
' A Side of a Caufe? It is hardly rcekon'd 

any 
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aay Merir for a Lawyer to (netted in a Cafe 
whem Truth and Juftioc is plainly of his Patty * 
but to comrrvd Intricacies and Perplexities, co 
-te verfedin Trick and Chicane, is the futeitoad 
to Fame ihd Fortune. 

I knot* it will be faid, tbey air both firarn 
tKtd obllgifl, in Confcience^ to do all in their 
j*6#4r for their Clients j but this mult not be 
made to clart* trith th«t other Part of their 
:Qaths> ttiey awaft be jokifcd, and thus undcr>- 
Hofcd r They **e to take none bat foci Clients 
«1iifotjtift Canfes> and them they are to rente 
Ity felt tWhawft Meant thej eandevife: They 
*fe mt, ** I apprehcrol, to earti their Fee* for x 
ffeey aPd pitrftttimd to be above recrivifig it: 
^feiy afcgfcc not, as Butler feys 

Pm the fame Mirk «* tk* Hip 
Both if tbtir fim&*ndrmm Sbetf,' 

• . - ..t t » • . . . 
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They oughty in the Cttfe of Trtith arid Juftict 
to difftow tfcfeif Taterits, arid endeavour to teake 
^ktlt SkiH fcftfiii iii thft Support of them, as k 
Was flrft iiiteaded * trac ir they we e*tr com- 
filled by *arUty Ittter efts, too powerful, fcf too 
jdluriftg t6 fc* \rithftodd, to appear on the worft 
SWe <tf ft* Atfgunieac, they ought not to in- 
Itettce diiilr Guilty by Exerting their Force, but 
gfcrd up the forfeit of Vatiity and Faac, for 
tH6 calmtff joya of a qwtet "Goafcience. 
4 6pm iky MoWh fw the Dumb) md plead the • 
€*#JG of the #W **? Ntodfr is thxS Advice of aa 
Mpitia Writer, add fettate dire&iy adapted to 
*h«*fe GtrfttteHWh i vet* if £<>nfl<fcfed in the fame 
**ii*M# ds the kit iftftMtotitd Article of their 
*9fct& ft, ttttetitf tteafidft Wy bod Gonfc#uences : 

Gz . * If 
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: If the poor Man be in the wrongs he is nd more 
to be aflifted than the rich 5 but if the rich Man 
commits -Faults, it is almoft a Crime to excufe 
Jiim : A good Lawyer is an excellent Character* 
but a good Man is a better j and if they appear 
incompatible, I ndcd'not dircft which ought to 
be plucked off, ^nd thrown afide. BHhopiter- 
jiit, in his Life of Sir Matthew Hale, tells us, 
That the Father of that great Matt was ftri&ly 
•of this Opinion: That he forfook the Pra&ke 
,of the Law, becaufc he could not reconcile to 
-his Conscience feveral Parts of it, which few 
modern Lawyers boggle at* particularly their 
Manner of gloffing and giving i Colour to A&i- 
20ns, as they term it, which he apprehended was 
no better, nor other, than averting flat Ealf- 
hoodsj he therefore forfook it, and retired to 
live upon a final! Eftate. Great Example ! that 
muft pot hope for Followers : He preferred an 
upright Heart to worldly Reputation, and an 
*dfergdd Mind tb'a fwellihg Fortupe: 
' But, left I fliould be* thought to treat with 
Piflifee or Difefteem a Profemon which is in it- 
4&f fo honourable, which has given Rife . to fo 
many good Families among us, and Anceftors 
: to fo many of our Nobility, let my Opinion be 
•heard, that it has produced more learned, up- 
right, wife, and loyal Men, than are to be reck- 
oned in any other Faculty or Science. To lay 
nothing of other Countries, our own has pro- 
duced its Moreiy its Bacons > its HaUs 9 • and its 
Kings : And to conclude this £flay, let me re- 
.cite from the Bifhop before quoted, A Story of 
a Lawyer, which, to my chinking, has fome- 
thing as great and noble in it as any that is told 
pf either Greek pr Roman : That Lawyer was pur 
\ A * Country- 
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Countryman, the famous Serjeant Glanville^ who 
being but the fecond Son of a Man of Fortune, 
was oy his Father (provoked by the Difobedi-' 
ence arid Debaucheries of an elder Brother) left 
in Pofleffion of a plentiful Eftate. The Lofs of 
his Hopes fo mortified the Brother, who never 
imagined that his Father's Severity would have 
gone fo for, that he wanted Spirit to purfue his 
former Courfes, and in a little Time grew, fo 
referved and reformed, that he became the 
Wonder of all his Friends and Acquaintance : 
The Younger, obferving this, took occafion to 
invite him and fome Relations to Dinner * where, 
to their great Surprize, in the laft Courfe was 
ferved up a coverM Di(h, and placed cxa&ly be- 
fore him : His Wonder did not ccafe, when the 
Lawyer ordered it to be uncovered, and it ap- 
peared, full of Deeds, Charters, and bther Writ* 
ings,. which he thus explained: " Thefe* Sir, 
«* are the Papers relating to my Father's Forr 
^ tune, which he difpoied of. from you on ac- 
u count of your Behaviour > ,the prdent Change 
u of it, haa he been ft ill alive, would have al- 
cc tercd his Mind, and I think myfelf obliged 
* c to aft as he would: They are yours, Say and 

w all they relate to* 

■ r * . * 

• • • • 

Martb f . 1714. 
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Of Ingratitude. 

THERE is n* Word in Langvagt (b modi 
ukdy tn&y at tke feme time, fp Iktk tut* 
dcrftood, as the Term Iwgrs*itu4t\ The Hat©* 
ftdaefs of this Come, am its Singularity i* 
having no Advocates,, aa nraft o tiers* upon 
feme Occafian** ^ad at fame 8eafrf^ bare had, 
make k| Name die noft odious< Reproach ).ajidi 
therefore the moft frequently thrown qpoit fmoh 
Purfona aa vn hatp of fcipne : And tnjbed that 
ViManp of it ia (b deteftabtet, that^ 1 canfnfa, 1 
think better of human Kanre, tftna tn fbppoffi 
Mankind capabdq of Effing, »t* ih> as oftm a* 
our little Piquet m fti* perfnackt mi that ores 
Neighbour arcr tainted with its. bt&atomjvdiv 
xms vmt** dhuris, which, imitated m Etqb/kbf 

a. Modem Pact, ii> . 

» 

J* tbafs uagrxtofld hat m Gtilktut ant* 
■ jtft*tb&>Orj^ma?pafs.for t*irtm% i* bim. 

As in Proportion to the Greatnefs of the Tranf* 
greffion we are accufed of, %c tught* fc* Rea- 
Ion, to be allow'd the better Opportunities of 
making our Defence j fo I hope the few fol- 
lowing Thoughts will be loek'd on by your 
Readers with a njore than ordinary Indulgence, 
It often happens that the Appearances of In* 
gratitude ferve to pafs Judgment againft the Per- 
Ion accufed j though, as I have hinttd, the 
greater the Crime is x the ftronger the Proofs 

ought 
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(Ought to be : I oWa it were wrfl* If AppeawAcd 
could be preferred in this nkfe Point $ in which) 
Us Cafat Uud of his VVift* 4 Man ought not e<- 
ven ( to be fufpe&ed : But fo it happen*, thit it 
is almoft impaffibk to pa& thrtugh Life, With*- 
out having received Favours or Civiiitterf, ft* 
which the Givdm arfc a£t to e*pe& better Re*> 
turns, than either thty ire Worth/ toftikfa&d ill 
thlmfelves* or» perhaps, in v thd CirCUftifUiUtf* 
which attend them: For Baaaiple, a Matt that 
has bedn pooi 1 , withput feeing Bafe, ha* aftaa 
faten relieved by the Vanity bt 9 to givft it . It 
aaiklcr Term, the Good*Naluro of afttithef, 
;who was id no ttefpeft his Superibr, but thfc 
CircUmftancei of Fortund*: Thefe, I think* *#e 
the Kind of Men who arc die moft frcfattdftty 
tfhafged with this Crime, wheri thejr get fltfbV* rife 
Neceffity of wahting Benefa&or*. Now, if w* t& 
amine fcrutinoufly idto fuch Cafes* we ihsfl]? net 
find, in one of ted, an Infta&ce of fdal Ingratf irtididJ, 
A poor Man* as I feki, has been relieved i tafc 
iuchis ttelnfoIcAteifrhich attends Wealth, j*r- 
faaps in a Manner which made chat ftelfcf ft 
greater Diftre&> ftT1 aflunl^d SuperkttiW White 
icAowmg, ft Publication of the SeftenW fe*- 
ftow'd, or a fabfequcsnt Upbraiding, jttftty <te- 
Jhoy alt Ptiettnce* to Gratitude: Bfefid^ f it e£ 
lea: happens that a Mot's not behaving iff the 
fame fubmiffivc or dejc&ed Msfitfef , vthtn ft* 
iko tongcr wants Favours, which aftdttesf * Pe- 
tnfancse obliged faun to while he did, i* rMkttf d 
the higheft A& of Ingratitude Moft tfbfar* ! 
If nothing but die Want of Mftftty fett* Mift 
beneath bis pretended Friend, to alt fti»R» 
ibiiing, the Pafleffion of it muft f*tto*d hi^C6 

^J 4 of 


v <• 


8ft %i SFB.CI7I ATIST? 

of fome Benefeftors, and fuch their Fondnefc 
for this Kind of Adulation, that an Endeavour 
to ftand in no need: of their Civilities (though 
fuch an Endeavour interferes not with the fie* 
nefa&or's Intercft, which to be fure would alter 
the Cafe) becomes with them a Breach of that 
Gratitude which they think their Due : So that 
the Cafe of the obliged Man is generally thus j 
He \% neccfluated, cither to receive their Fa* 
vours upon their own Terms, and continue to 
depend uppn them, perhaps to be flighted or 
neglefted one Day, to hear the; Voice of the 
.World upbraid him, . or, by grafping at fome 
Hopes of: his. own, co. iofe their Benefaftions-, 
and. his Charafter of Juft and Honeft: Hard 
Cafe ! : that . becaufe in my Thirft an infolent 
Man has adminifter'd to me a Cup in which 
were mix'd. Vinegar and Gall, I muft confider 
him as the Prjeferver of my Life, or forfeit fome- 
thing dearer to me than that Life. What has 
been here faid is only relative to A£fci of Friend* 
ihip between Equals, (if the Difference of For* 
tune will fuflFer that to be a proper Term j) as 
to Favours conferr'd upon PeriUms unknown, 
publick Objc&s, and indigent Inferiors, they 
arc entitled to no Gratitude, becaufe they muft 
be prefum'd done for no Body's fake in this 
.World, and becaufe . our Religion proinifes a 
Reward for them in. another. 
, Were X to define Ingratitude, I would fay it 
was the Negleft or Omiffion of returning friend* 
Jy.Qfficcs to deferring Men, equal, or rather 
iypcrior to thofe we had received; to which I 
Would add, that thefe Offices, . like Praife, were 
only due where they wjere not cxpc&ed. It is 
* common MUUke, that^ thefieft Duty of Life 
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Is Gratitude * there are ieveral others prior to 
it, Religion, Loyalty, Love of our Country, 
Morality, and Honour : Thefe are all fo fupe- 
rior to it, that wherever any of them meet 
Gratitude, the latter muft yield the Way 5 and 
whoever lays Obligations upon another, with, 
an Intent to make him do any Thing repug- 
nant to thefe Virtues, ought, like all other 
Purchafers, to confider if the Mind had not a 
prior Incumbrance upon 'it, which might de- 
stroy his Pretentions, Tis upon this ^Principle 
I tfonfidcr Brutus as free from the Scandal of 
Ingratitude, when he ftabb'd defar^ who had 
been his Benefa&or : He ow'd to his Country 
what he performed 5 and he had been a Villain* 
if the Sbothings, or the Bribes of a Tyrant, 
could have bought out the Omiffion of his Du- 
ty. For the fame Reafons I think the Story of. 
Pylafcs and Ortftes an ill Moral : The latter had 
perpetrated the moft horrible Villany in Na- 
ture, for which the Gods had fix'd a Curie up- . 
on him^ yet his Friend took his Part, and be* 
came acceflary to the Crime, bv the Succour 
und Comfort which he miniftred to the Com- 
mitter of it : Sure if fuch a Friendship be lau* 
dable, the Arid: League and inviolable Attach- 
ment between Bkwtt and his Companions ought 
not to be blamed : Yet fuch Confederacies are 
monftrous Enormities, notwithstanding the plau- 
fible Terms of Truth, Gratitude, and Fnend- 
fliip, with which they are often adorned. No 
private Virtue ought to clafh with the publick 
Good or Intereft of Society 5 whenever it docs 
fo, it ceafes to be a Virtue, nay, it becomes a 
Vice* for the Tendency it had to promoting 
the publick Welfare was originally the ReafoiJ 

why 
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why this or that' A&ion was honoured with th* 
Name of this or that Virtues and, properly 
(peaking, when it inverts its Purpofe, it ought 
to lofe its Name If the common Good ought 
not to be thwarted, much kfs ought the re* 
yeakd Will of Heaven, againft which Pykdes 
appears in the Fable a great Sinner* nor i* the 
Warrant of Heaven to Ortjits, for doing that 
horrid Aft, any Argument in favour of his 
friend, at leaft in our Times* We can never 
fuppofe that a fupreme Being, all-good and all* 
juft, ihoukl command an A&ion, and puoifh 
the Performance of it * fo that what I faid ab» 
ready nmft be true, that it is a bad Moral* of 
elfe to Theology will make it no Moral >t 
ail, nor of any ufe to us. Upon the Whole, 
'tis much of a Piece with the Gallantry ofTW* 
Jilts, who accompanied his Friend to Hejl $ *& 
Aft pf heroick Gratitude, which I think a good 
Chriftian ought not to be encouraged to* 
. Before we stcqrfe any Perform of Ingratitude^ 
we ought to examine nicely into the Qtrcum* 
ftaocea of the Story* and a&eraH, k is Odd* 
but fometfung, cleaves- us, ^nch, if known* 
wotld alter the Gale c«incly : Thus Marim ap* 
peara ungratefcl to* MeuUu^ who knt hip» his 
Hand to fcft bin* up to the higheft Dignities* ; 
But if the Truth cewd he fhewa, I believe we 
fhould find thatt Atoriufs not calling for that 
Hand whe* he bid no longer Occa&on for it, 
or his attempting to climb higher than k could 
jtitft hitn» was his firft Aft of £agratkude y which 
the other refatttd in fed* a. Manner, as todfc* 
fesve alt tha reft, ; ,. 

- The greateft Aft of Ingratitude we arc c*- 
yabtc o^is th* Btetacfc of a Twft repofed in 

US) 
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us ) for as Flattery fometimes overpays Favours, 
which way £tm to demand Gn»tttide, fo here 
if becomes a Favour, which has a Tide to it. 
The ftrongeit Adulation is, to convince ano* 
tljer by Actioes that you have a -good Opinion. 
of him, and the ftrongeit of thole A&ions are 
Trufts of which the Breach would make you 
a Lofer: Therefore, when a Woman of Senfe 
and Modefty can, ip fbite of Cuftom and Edu- , 
cation, think fo well of a Man as to craft him 
with her Honour whatever the Conditions 
were, it is the hiaheft Piece of Vilkny and Inr 
gratitude to break them; Yet fa very idle d» 
wo chink in noft Matters, that & Tran^reiRow 
of this Nature is very confident with our No- 
mas of Honour and Virtue, white the Man 
who looks awsy upor> another who has lent 
him * Sum of Money, or betp'dt him to a Mace, 
pa&sfor ihcraoitungrateM Scoumrwi bmth- 
*$. 

Mmk i*» 1724; 
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S I R 9 < •• 

IN a former Letter I fent you fome Thoughts 
concerning the Contraction and Amend- 
ment of the Law. I will now go on a little 
farther upon the fame Subjeft. 

A Law- Suit may well he called, Pugna Civi* 
Jis : and^ as JBraHon fays, Sicut ASores armantur 
ARionibiti & quaji glaaiis acringuntur, ita e contra. 
rei tnuninntur Exceptiombus fc? defenduntur quafi, 
Clypeis. Which is as much as to fay, that bod* 
Parties are armed with proper Weapons for 
the Combat : The Plaintiff with AOions and 
Declarations, keen cutting Swords; and. the De- 
fendant ^ with Quirks, Cavils, and Evafions, as fo 
many impenetrable Bucklers. It would be ridicu- 
lous to <purfue this Metaphor as far as we might, 
and ring all the Changes upon it which the Wan- 
tonnefs of Wit could devife : But is it not full 
as ridiculous to hear grave Men cry out, that 
this Science of good Pleadingjs the mod difficult, 
profitable, and honourable Branch j and others, 
that it is the very Heart-firing of the Law $ efpe- 
cially, when we know, that it confifts in ward- 
ing off, and throwing on, thofe pitiable Quirks 
and Evaftonsy or, in other Words, that it is the 
Myfterjr of playing the Weapons well But left 

any 
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any Reader fhould not itadily comprehend wbaf 
Male-pra&icc I am pointing at, let this Inftance 
ferve to explain it 5 and this, the mildeft of a 
/Thouf&nd* which are to be met with in old 
Books of Law. A Man was fued as Executory 
for a Debt due by the Perlbn whole Will he wag 
to execute : He anfwercd as Executor + and after 
a Courfe of regular Proceedings* was caft, an4 
Judgment given, that he ihoulct pay the Money ; 
; Which Judgment was afterwards, rcverfed, ofr 
caufe a fage Plodder found out, after a careful Exr 
animation, that the Plaintiff 9 * Lawyer;, through 
inadvertency, did not aflert in the Declaration, 
That tW Teftator Was dead. This Angle Trifle 
(tho* from the Defendant's anfwering as Executor* 
and all the: reft of the Proceedings, his Death 
.ought to be taken for granted) was reckoned 
an excellent Obje#ion, and ftrong enough to 
overturn a juft and rightful Judgment. Thus 
by one impertinent Piece of Nicety, was a Suit 
of forike Years ftanding, .and a great Expence 
<of Money, all- fub verted, and render'd fruitlefs, 
and a juft Caufe fet again to begin ; which, by 
jfuch Subtilties, might perhaps be ftaved off, till 
the Debt to be recovered, became lefs than the 
Charge of recovering it. 
- This Example is fufficient to (hew the Nice- 
ties of Pleading. And what makes fuch Things 
more grievous is, that in fome Cafes, fuch petty 
Flaws (hall not only overturn the Caufe, but de- 
itroy the Right, fo as that the Party toiled fhall 
never commence that Suit again : And fo indeed 
jt was originally in all Caies, tjli feveral kind •■ 
interpofing Statutes took away the Grievances 
as they appeared, and from Time to Time, 
crufhed to Pieces thofe Limbs of Subtihy* fo 

that 
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that tM»W w* only wait for the Coop it CVwm, 
to break • iritiroty the fbart*ftrl»g (as they call 
it) of profound Science. 

To kihance eke Mifchteft of ftch Matterti 
not only your Lmttjef* Ignorance or Circled^ 
lids (hail hurt you, bat evan hit Citrti. The 
Negligence of a ^n*ya^ in omitting, perhaps, 
*tt lnfignirktnt Word, or bit Blunder to mif* 
fpeilhig It, (hall oeeaflon the t&oft expeafi** 
Delays. What A Bttftle waft there In X«^s 
Cafe, aboaf< a Vowel In hi* Name 1 What A#* 
gaments bwtfght on both Sides, for « agaiflft ^ 
end what ft* # ajainft * ? Whether CMjbptor*& 
trt CkriftipkrmtF And how Wttte did that Inter- 
fere with, ot concern th« Crime he was acceded 
of? 'Tis fuch Trifling, that makes the Z*to and 
its Profeflbrsa y*fl, to thofe who' think of eheta 
only as * Set of Men, who* whole Study it 
h to find out fttdv in&fii&ftnt Scuff t» wrttti* 
gle about: Thus will the SfUmtt talk. But the 
Cftrt's Cafe i* far worfej hd niufk eomplaltt that 
he wants Jufftice$ he oat/t cdttie at hers (he la 
guarded from him by an Arm? of Difptifrrttt* 
intrenched behind the feong Bui Works add ktt* 
pregnable Fortification* of Svfbtifties and P«* 
plexities. For the total Want Of Jfiftice is but 
little worfe than the want of * free and eafy A.c- 
Ctfi to her: as the want of an Itfailibk Guidt 
in Matters of Faith) is much the fame Grktafte* 
with the Ignorance of that Guide, The Rm**ijk 
pretend to have fech a onej yet the Conditio* 
of a po*r Creature in that Coinmumon, is btft 
* little ftelp'd by it, fiace by their CototroWtfGel 
about it they hare made it (o dttfcuk where to" 
. find it. 

The 
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The Plea for thefe Pr*8tic$$ ia, that they ate 
the ancient and known Laws of the Kingdom, 
which have been retfgioufly obfervcd by oor 
Anceftors, and handed down to us from a Length 
of Ages. Ai*l ibis leads me naturally to confix 
der of the Nature and Extent of Lews * and to 
obferve. how a fcrupulotts Adhefion to the Let- 
ter* without regarding thcPurpofe of them, hos> 
in fome Inftance*, made our Cotffitution warp 
froci it* ^rightal Biaft. 

Era? Law that isferpetual, ought to have 
ks Signification fo examined* that it may ferve 
tediflfef ently for aft Times and Seafora $ or etft 
ft will be m Danger of working that Mifchief 
in one Age, which k was made to prevent in 
another. Thus, for Example, thefe Pta&ices 
were probably at firft fet on Foot to prevent 
Vexations and. frivolous Suits, and to* protedfc 
Innocence and thwart Oppreffion* yet now 
thrirtPtlrpofck' inverted. And thus^that glorious 
Privilege of Engftjbmm, to be t*y*d by their 
Peer*, came into the CoHjtftmori> when the 
Smaltnefs of Property occasioned a greater E- 
quality among Men. It continued till that Pro* 
pcrty, by being inhanced in fome Hands, was 
naturally envied by others ♦, and then, as well 
to prote& Merit againft Envy, as- to procure 
adequate Judgment againft Crimes, it was 
thought proper to d&ftkiguifh who flioukt be 
judged cajwfcler of being fiach Tryersj and the 
Mark: of IWftin&ion among the Commons was 
a Competency of Property : This neeeffary Pota- 
tion* ofr Property was adjudged to be a Frec- 
hold of the Value of Forty S&fflings yearly. 
How great- an Eftate that was, we may gather 
from Str Wvttiai* Dugdak, who relates, that a- 

bout 
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bout that Time the Chief Juftice of the Com- 
mon Pleas had but Tea Marks per, Annum for 
his Salary. By this we may be afliir'd, chat the 
Defign of the Legijlature was for ever to have 
Juries of Subftance and Figure, tho' it foon 
iiappen'd otherwife : For when Trade augmented 
.Wealth, Forty Shillings a Year became foin- 
confiderable a Freehold, that by the Lazinefs 
and Pride of Men of ample Fortunes, who 
thought ferving their Country, and preserving 
the Privileges of their Poftenty, was a Drud- 
gery below them* the whole Decilioft of Lift 
and Property fell for a great while into the 
Hands of Men, whofe location difabled them 
from judging rightly, and whofe want of Sub* 
ftance made their Integrity more liable to Cor- 
ruption. Nor is .the Matter mended as it ftands 
at prefect: But upon the whole, if the Defign 
of our Anceftors in that Law had been purfucd, 
and not the Letter, the Bufincfs of a Juror 
would be reputable, their Perfons held in E- 
iteem, and I believe lefs Corruption pr^&ifed 
among them 5 for then, no Man worth lefc than 
Five Hundred Pounds per Annum would, in a- 
ny of the King* Court j, be capable of that high 
Office. 

Another Cafe in which the Subjeffc fufFers, 
is the livid: adhering to that Old Rule concern- 
ing the Sitting of the King's Courts. When Su- 
, perfiition was very rank among us, the Year 
was fo overgrown with Holidays and Fafi-DaySi 
that hardly above two Months in the whole 
Year could be allow'd to worldly Matters, and 
thofe were pick'd out with Care, and happen'd 
to ftand together in a little Order, and mack 
what we now call the Four Terms. By which 

Means 
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Means the Courts of Juftice arc fliut above /even 
Months in the Year $ and the Pettifogging At- 
tornies, and vexatious Suitors, know how to 
tnake this turn to Account $ a very little Ma- 
nagement being neceflary to keep from Trial a 
' Caufe that won't bear hearing, till one of the 
Parties is fo impov.eri(hed» that he mult give 
up perhaps his Right for want of Wealth to 

groiecute it. How this can be cured, I muft 
&ve to higher Underftandings : I have only 
attempted to awake others (I hope not tod free- 
ly) to think, if pbffible, of fome Remedy to 
tie Delay of Juftice $ a Misfortune fo great, that 
the fine-judging Sbakefpear makes Hamlet reckon 
it up among thofe infupportable Calamities 
-which might tempt a fennble Man to throw 
toff Life $ and to help (every one in his Station) 
to bring out Courts of Law to the neareft Re- 
femblance-an earthly Judicature is capable of, to 
^Tbat above) of which the fame admirable Poet 
fays, 

There is no Jbujfling% There the Attion lies 
r In its true Natur e ■ ■ 

4 

I am, SIR, tSc. 
M*rcb ii. i 7 z6, PHILONOMOS. 
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SIR* 

THE Fftqwnc? tf Street-RobUric* of &t* 
Yeata^ . mi ttoce efpeci&Uy. ibis Wmtcr a 
fenri mtuMaliy to fead us iuce da Enquiry, hw^ 
ikrfy may to foppreled or prevented* and huh 
tkiig appctift to »t fo prttnifiaa *, Method a* 
thr Ahfcf ttiori tof o*u? Pra&ice feletiag to, fuel) 
FetaA&esL .. 

j *dcnL<rf thofedoftru&4vel^g«sijfein to hare 
Artie, end gecbtec iTemptowofl* to purine them 
in Qnar&^iadrtf than, t&ew o&tor hare, or item* 
ektib Timm h*4 i» aay: Nattam wlpfr. HiftotJF 
I am acquainted with. The Chance of pa(£Mg 
undifcover'd, (which Robbers indeed in &U 
Counties hiyr in: t30dimQHWfcho«*sj) tbclcng 
Delays which generally intervene between the 
taking and trying of Felons^ and which often 
flacken the Zeal of «hc Pj<Jf«ui»r. tp fuch a De- 
gree that a Criminal efcapes j the Difficulty of 
ctom^&krg MA) ahd the Hazfctid of kis getting 
free by fome Law-Chicane^ if he be an experi- 
ence ' or a wealthy Thief $ the Privilege of 
Tranfportation* which as 'tis too often manag- 
ed, is only z Twdve*Mdnth , s Voyage 5 the 
Expe&ation of * Pfcrdon or Reprieve, ff he has 
either Friends or Intefefrj and, laftly, when all 
other Hopes fail, the riotous Pleafures of a Goal, 
and the diforderly debauch'd Preparation for 
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Death* which* to Men pf **ckbd ifod depray'd 
Appetites, ftrips it pf all the Tttr&rs it flxould 
wear* when it w a Puniflltoeht : Thfefi^ (^ 
appear to me the principal Reafons of thd 
Number of 4 fuch Offenders hi theft Kingdoms 5 
and the Largenefs of this populous City is thft 
V>cCa&on pf their Confluence hkhfcr: fo that 
1K> City in Europe^ in proportion to its Magni- 
tude* has an equal Number of Strfefct-Robberitfs 
and Violences committed in it, except fuch as 
by their Crov«nmcnt and Reguktidn are hot 
near fa well provided ag&nft then*. 

I believe it jo be a pfletty difficult Matter &fr 
the Laws to dp more fh?n ti already dongtdi 
yards i#si}itatmg th$ Difobvety ahd Apparitor* 
fiofi of Thieye*. and Robber*. The Reward* 
and Pgdpp fc frequently allowed by Statutes^ 
and offcrfi W Proclamations, fecta to be thfc 
utmoft Effqrt6(^0f human Policy in this Point | 
Which- 4i«pe Felons fo often .And Meats to e* 
Judo* I t&nk may Well be made an Argument 
|or giving them harder TrcatoAdnt in other 
Afattm v -:i . 

. But the (DelayS of Proftctttfon aire by no 
{gratia to b£ over-letek'd. Ahiongft which, This 
Unhappmefa taay be confider'd as none of thfe 
leaftj T^at a Perfop dectifed of any Grime map, 
in feme Place** He four or FiveMotttfts in Goal 
before fee is . faffed to an Aceoutat ; much t66 
lp9K a Titoe .for an Ihnooent to continue im* 
Hiien'd* or for 4 Criminal to go without his 
lue Pufitflfeent. Add to this, thd Hazard of 
$iis Efcaping duf itig this Timfe $ or, if he flundd 
fiot^ his learning fo many Tricks ahd Tcrgivdn- 
fations cpnoog the GtoZ-firnfts, as may enablfc 
him to ilip^throUjh the liaWi indbadte hisPiw* 
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fecutors. Bcfidcs the Length of Time, (which 
is often fufficient to tire the Patience of Men 
whofe Defire of Juftice is not very ardent) the 
Expence which attends fome Profecutions* de- 
ters People from doing their Country that Ju- 
ftice which is incumbent upon them, but which 
the Lownefs of their Circumftances is very often 
an Excufe for negle&ing. In Per ft a and moft of 
the Eaftern Countries, which we reckon barba- 
rous, their fpeedy Execution of Juftice in thefe 
Cafes ought to exempt them from that Cha- 
rafter. No Delay is there ufed but what is ab- 
folutely rieceflary. Hiftorians reckon the fame 
Praftice among the Virtues of our Saxon An- 
ccftors j and for ought that I can perceive, there 
is no reafon to believe but the Romans of old 
were equally expeditious : And to this Day, in 
Countries where the Civil Law is ufed, though 
fome Delays have crept into their Proceedings, 
more than we can prefume were originally in- 
tended > yet no fuch Complaint can be made as 
we of this Country have too much Reafon to 
make. I am ftronjgly of Opinion, that a Re- 
formation in this fingle Point would more con- 
tribute-to leflen the Number of Rogues and 
Rogueries, than a Bundle of new Laws inflict- 
ing new Penalties, in the old way of proceeding. 
The Difficulty of convi&ing Felons, and the 
Danger of their efcaping by Law-Chicanes, 
comes next to be confidered. And here it is 
proper to obferve again the Hardship of putting 
a private Man to a great Expence, for bringing 
about a Piece of National Juftice. And if it be 
obje&ed, that making it cheap ' would be a 
Temptation to vexatious Men, to perplex and 
worry innocent Perfons 5 nothing, I fay, would 
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be more equitable, than allowing the Party ao 
quitted his Cofts and Damages againft the Ac* 
cuferj which is at pre&nt refufed upon the 
poor Pretence, that the Suit is in the Name 
of the King, and the Profecutor no Party to it. 
By flopping up the Avenues of Chicanery, I 
don't mean to exclude the Perfon accufed froni 
a fair Trial by his Country 5 which I think the 
beft Inftitution in the World: But I am for al- 
io wing him no Pleas in Abatement before^ ho 
quaihmg of Indi&ments after y Convi&ion $ but 
according as his Cafe appears to Twelve honeft 
Men, let him be c6ndemned or acquitted as the 
Law direfts, without any Affiftance from mere 
Errors in Matter or * Form, or any Defeats in 
the Proceedings but the mere want of Proofe. : 
Tranfportativn feems another great Encourage- 
ment to Felony^ and very little effective of the 
Purpofe it was intended for. Charitably fpeak- 
* ihg, it is moft diftrefsful to have great N umbers 
put to Death for trifling Faults \ and politically 
{peaking, it is a Lofs to a Nation to deprive it- 
felf of fo many Hands which might be well 
employ'd for the Advantage of it : And for both 
"thele Reafons fmall Felons are fent to our Plan- 
tations Abroad, and the next Year work their 
Paflage Home $ which, tho' it be Death by the 
Law, yet puts fevdral of the above-mentioned 
Chances on their fide again % not to mention that 
it is Ten to One before they are taken, but thfey 
do more Mifchief than their forfeit Life is an 
'Atonement for. To fay. nothing of the Cruelty 
of incumbering our honeft Countrymen Abroad 
with fuch a Pack of Vagabonds and Villains y 
the Ufe they might be turned to at Home ought 
to put a Stop to this Method. The Gallies in 
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Fwff a?d &p&i# are a much gjrea^r Q w?f 4f 
eaccj and the publick W<uk-lmfc «* ¥<#^ 
W^efe. venial Sinners are made ijfefol Subjects, 
•if. * 3M& M"on W a ?Coplc who. would, thrive 
fey Mapu%£w«(&. Jf J piftako not, the firgto 
fii&m ©£ SOjienjt Rim was a Erifon q£ thjs aa r 
«W¥ J where, fPfR^ofJf Skv<?3, and Criminafe of 
Ifftjajn Qondtfipfa were put to contjaual Dn*Jg<> 
jy > an4 f hpfc Lives made profitable ?o the Ruhr 
&k, by Refrain,*, which if enlarged might en* 
dagger jts. Safety. 

$[p.r can I omjt t» ohferve, that the Hopes 
fcmfi Men esapwre of thetf Jiifcrfift to, proeur<; 

Pardons, is n&t only a T«fftpt*tion. to, $9n*mj,e 

Crimea, bu$ a. Rftafoa |q dejer their Repentance 
afer CpndejanatioQ, fa th* ?/»#** W»f*j» 
thf P$wr of p¥"4«W0gor Wprie^ujg after &en- 
**»c© is lod£gd only ift the, £WMr£flPn£ wfce 
can only. he applied. to wtom they £t|. which, i? 
|&e reaion that kw Criminals hftYS OpgPStunitj 

J>f making AppUflatjqn, and fewcf ftiH leceiye 
^aedpns. i tore hea/4 it ajijjraed, thtt it if 
flying *> this $tgi&a#fs ifl e^eemu?g the JUws, 
fihat for !»any Yw% f»ft not raor* tha& fhgee 
P-erfyne yearly fc%»c iHflerfd. Qea|h» o&} Ye*y 
¥f«h another, iq tk*.grfa£ aj*4 peputau* City of 

Tl»« Mawejof pr§p«iqg Crimji!»^ for $t*»& 
JWW&gft Ufe. *%& loudly for a Rflfcf»atiaa 
It weje to, he wHh'd thai our Q«wU vwc» in. the 
Hwad* of tta Qrowjfe qc fuch other Perfcas « 

f>ig& p§» »» Deputies, who. fhouJd not by the 
'me of f tjM*r-$?feeea Ik fenced no§a illegal Mb, 

thod* of g^ijiQC Mw»ey, In £ftfo*/* the Fr*. 
fpa? are ft w^dt imjfl&jd* tbflt »» Htojt oc Oo 

bavwiw^ c»A enter iato thon^ oech. Cvaqwi 

. . , has 
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has a fcparate Cell, is fufFer'd to fee no body 
firmi abroad, nor interrupted by the Wickcdnets 
of fellow-Prifoners. Nor can the greateft 
Wealth procure Jiim any Immunities* no M*r 
ney wall purchafe him better Food or Drink 
than the Goal- Allowance, nor prote& him from 
the Goal-Difcipline. Thus Puniihment appears 
terrible, and may work its Furpofe. Quite other* 
wife is it here. A Prifon is a Place fitter to make 
a Rogue, than rtforjn him : Boks.aftd Chains %r$ 
nfed as Bugbears to extort Moftey from thflfe 
who ate flippofcd to have it % yhile fUch a* paf 
readily arc indulged in the grpateft Freedom aad 
£«ceifoq 5 be their Crimes of what Natune fo&tct* 
And the Prifoner is left fo open to Acco&, dufct 
Many late Inftancss (and one a ftw Days ago) 
hove fhewn Us the Abofe made ef this Liberty* 
tnd the great Ha^and to the Pubiiok from ic 
Then after Sentence a long Time is often alt* 
tewed for RepssUmoe to the Convict r which £ 
ttfually employ* d m fottkiting Reprieves or Parv 
dons* contriving fifcapes} or fpending among 
th«ir Companions that Money, for the unktfrv 
ftri procuring of which their Lives are now fol> 
ftk. In ail Rwn$em Countries, except Thcfo 
no 6ich Yime is thought necd&ry. And I atb 
^kirly of Opiffion, chat nothing will fo effirftt- 
ally &ett4U| from Rogues, as fuch a fpecdy Juftte*; 
that a Thief may be taken, tried, and hang- 
ed, ill a for Days. I wifli whit all my Ham, 
that *MtJkm co\M be found between the Dan- 
ger of mnpemer Aims ihffeittng thro* too hafly 
Hft E&eeution > and a gtiiby Writoh's efeapribng 
t&ro? tow long a Delay of the Execution of a jnrc 
Sentence. / «» 2Wi, 

M*Kb1 9 i 17KS, F H1I, O N Q IftOJ. 
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^Insolvent Debtors. 

To ®c 

SIR, 

TH E Bill now depending for preventing fri* 
volous and vexatious ArteftS) is fo natural % 
Piece of Juftice, and fo reftorativc of our an« 
tient Constitution, that I hope I fhall be in-» 
dulged in fpending a few Thoughts upon the 
Subjedofit. 

It is the Opinion of very learned Antiqua- 
ries that the Infancy of our Conjtitutim knew 
no fuch Proceedings, as Jrreftt in Civil Affairs * 
that the Iraprifonment and Detention of a Mail's 
Body, was in the Power of none but the King, 
except in Matters Criminal, when the Party ag- 
grieved fued in his own Right * that all the 
Procefs in ufe was a Summons to the Defen- 
dant, upon which, if he appeared not, a Diftrefs 
upon his Goods was ordered \ that if he withdrew 
hioifeif from the Law for a certain Length of 
-Time, or upon Appearance it was found that 
.the Plaintiff was right in his Complaint, -Sa- 
tisfaction was awarded out of the Defendant's 
; Goods and Chattels , nor was it till lately, that 
the Body was made liable to Detention, even 
in Execution. . And' this feems very probable, if 
we confider the ftrtdb J^aws of the Saxons rela- 
- ting to their Centennaries and Decennaries** by 
winch the People were kept in fuch Order, 
that it was unpoffible for any M*n< to cpmrnit 
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more of any Civil Trefpafs upon his Neigh* 
bour, than his own Share of Property would 
make Satisfaction for. Add to this, that all the 
old Anions that are in ufe to this Day lor the 
Recovery of Lands, lay .no Reftraint upon the 
Body of the Defendants, tho* they were, origi- 
nally Complaints of the greateft Wrongs which 
Subie&s could fuffer, that is, of being ftrip'd 
of the deareft and molt valuable Property they 
had. 

In After-Times, when Wealth and Fraud in- 
creafed, if became neccflary to puniih the lat- 
ter > and the Execution againft the Body was 
thought the propereft Method to deal with 
Men, who had either fecreted their EfFe&s, or 
wrong'd their Fellow-Subjefts, without any. 
This. was occafioned principally by Suits for 
Debt 5 which, however little known among the 
S axons y multiplied fo fail upon the Rife of 
Trade, that this was thought the only Way to 
fecure Men's Property. This was foon fol* 
lowed by a more fevere and unjuft Pra&icc, 
For when poor People found that the Confe- 
quence of their appearing to auiwer, was Im* 
prifonment > they , negle&ed and avoided any 
Appearance at all : to remedy which, it became 
lawful to take and imprifon them, in order to 
compel them to anfwer. And this Pra&ice r 
notwithftanding all our boafted Liberty, is in 
ufe to this Day. Our Anceftors feem to have 
a£fced very whimfically in this Affair. They ^ 
(pent their Blood and Treafure to fecure them* 
(elves and their Pofterity from the Encroach- 
ments of Prerogative : yet took no Care againft 
trivate Malice! The King is tied down by 
>aws,. from, detaining the mcaneft of us in Pri* 
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fon, without tape Proofs of our Crimes % and 
yet oar Fellow»Subje&s are indulged in taking 
away our Liberty, upon Prefumpuon (for it is 
no more till Proof appears on Trial) that we 
have borrowed Money. 

Tho* much might he faid againft the Ufe of 
the Capias ad Refeondm&m, in general 5 yet fince 
the Law wills it, and that fome Men imagine 
Credit is improved by it, let us only confider it 
in frivolous and vexatious Matters. Some Time 
ago, the Judges of the King's Courts went fo 
well fatisned of the Iniquity of imprifoning a 
poor Man, upon Sunnife that he owed a fmatt 
Debt \ that they made an Order igainft holding 
the Defendant to Special Bail, in any Cafe where 
the Sam (bed far did not amount to Ten Pounds. 
This was putting a Hon to all frivolous Arrefts 
Jn their Courts : but dia not cure the Mifchief. 
The ingenious Pra&itioners fbon found, chat it 
was only fending them to Inferior Courts j whioh 
have ever {face throve modigioufiy. Theto are 
feveral of thefe little Judicatures about this* great 
Metropolis, whieb exerrije a Power, (I know 
not how acquired/ of arreting for the moft «*• 
fi^nificant Trifles. By vertuc of thofe Court? 
it happens, that a Debt of a Shilling 1 a Qtak 
Word fpokenj am$ very often die oppwffive 
6pirit or a fpiteful Neighbour, without any 
Cfatrfe, lhaH throw a poor Mm iatoGoal 5 where 
he lhaH tie friendlcfi and unknowing what to do, 
till by the Management of an Attorney, Judg- 
ment goe* againft* him r Execution foftens him 
there; he ftarvc*: and the PuMtck lofes the 
Ufe of perhaps an horieft Man*, whife theCr*- 
ditor receives no Satisfa&ion, but what the mar 
ligaant Pleafure of Revenge beftowk 
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Tftff Momn*) tha ? I think very barbttvnu it 
thr ir Tfat&cnt pf poor ZWfw, y«t give us the 
Hm^tf \ good Method Nq liberty wa* loft, 
f ill the Cite came tx> a homing before the P**r 
tmt w$ then, jitaa foil Proof of the Debt* 
the Defendant haftThirty Days allowed hit» t# 
pay if j which if ha omitted, or negteftod to do f 
he was by the Prgtor aforcfaid delivered over 
to his Creditor, to be his Servant till he had 
worked out his Debt. So. far wa$, 1 think, e- 
quitable enough ; But \i he happened to hart 
p\my Creditors* ho was thrown iate JPrifon for 
Threescore Days § the* brought, on Throe fucr 
ceffive Market-Days, before rht Pr*tir 9 and 
his Debts proclaimed j and oa the: laft, if no 
Body redeemed him, or oomponndod with his 
Creditors, he wa$ publickly fold as a Siave» for 
as much as could bo. got, to any Purohafcr* or 
if the Creditors liked not tie Price ho would 
fell fox, they might put him no Jieaithj And 
in that Cafe ic was cuftomary lor each of them 
ta cut away a Gallop of his Heih, by way of 
Sat&faflaon for their lhieral Doaandk J think, 
if vae excep* this, faib Art^ik, our Barbarity is 
nothing inferior. The puhltck {hewing and 
proclaiming the PjrHbnerfa Debts might have fo 
gpod an fifie£b upon the Spcdfeafccaft Charity* 
or the Creditor's Shame, as to fave a poor 
Crcature'a Liftrc While our Fra&ice fet* him 
a& far from Pity, a^fronx the Pftwies. of ^taking 
fkukfo&uM % it being not known to a tenth. Part 
e£ the Town, thaft a poor Wrecch, fas being 
ttnab)e to nay a trifling Sum, ia put to themoft 
cruel of all peadu, Fanftoa. Thefe Things are 
fa huddle*! up in the dark, that a malignant 
Gtanhtt tn^jr commit many fuck Murako \ and 

yet 
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yet efcape the proper Deteftation which all ho- 
neft charitable Men ought to hold him in: 
Whereas in Old Rome the Profecutors were o* 
bliged to appear fo publicklv and fo frequently 
in fuch Proceedings, that half the City had an 
Opportunity of branding them with their pro- 
per Chara&ers, and laying as they patted, 

Hie niger efi 9 bunc tu Romane caveto. 

But it is a Pleafure to find that the Parlia- 
ment are upon (topping fuch Mifchiefs for the 
future, by a Claufe in the Bill now depending, 
for the Maintenance of poor Prifoners for Debt, 
This is exa&ly conformable to the ancient Con- 
ftitution: For there is a Writ to be found in 
Fifzbetberfe Book of the Nature of JVrits^ filing 
a Maintenance for a Prifoner, againft the Per- 
fon at whofe Suit he was confined. Tho' I ne- 
ver remember to have heard of fuch a Writ's 
baring been brought within thefe hundred 
* Years, for Reafons obvious enough * yet I am 
glad to know that the Juftice of England had 
not originally more Cruelty mix'd with it, than 
that of neighbouring Nations > where the Lofs 
of Liberty is accounted Atonement enough to 
the Creditor, without leaving 1 it in his Choice 
to famifh his Debtor, if he happens to be friend* 
lefs. * 

Before I conclude, I muft obviate one Ob- 
je&ion, which was hinted before, and to which 
we will leave its full Weight in Matters of Con- 
fequence* which is, that this Law may be ob- 
ftru&ive of private Crtdit j that no Body will 
truft poor People with* NectfTarics, if they be 
difabled from iuinjj them malicioufly, and then 
obliged to maintain them when th^y have got 

their 
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their Revenge. This, I hope, does not con- 
cern any Credit, that is worth preferring. It 
may frock the Idler's and the Drunkard's Cre- 
dit : but fuch as give Marks of their Hpnefty, 
*muft of Neceffity be trufted with Neceffaries. 
Accounts for Gin and Strong Beer make up the 
greateft Fart of the Pleadings of our Humble 
Courts about Town) and what Mifchief can it 
be, to Hop the Credit of People, whom Cre- 
dit is a Detriment to? As to the Fear of main* 
taming Debtors \ I own, I am fo much an Ad- 
mirer of the Roman Wifdom, that I hope the 
Parliament will take care that no Body fhall 
lye idle in Goal, whole Hands, if employed, 
might either maintain himfelf, or- help to pay 
his Debts. I am, 

S I It, &c. 

April x. PHILONOMOS- 
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NtfLLl fyttdemus, nuiti negahimus ^ujHtiantu 
Mt ketitum* art the Words of an Englifl 
Monarch ia that ramouS Char?ef 9 which has been 
for ibibe Hundreds of Years coafidered as the 
Pledgfi and Security of our Rights and t-iberty* 
TbAy 6xprefs k Promift from One of our formtr 
Kitlgs , Which has ever fihee been conftaudy con* 
firmed, and fworn to, by afl his Succefibrs^ at 
their Entrance upon- the Government 3 &bat 
Might or Jufiice jhatl neither he told or denied to any 
of their Subjects. It is very oblervable, that They 
who firft fpbEe thfc Language, cfteenTd Jelling 
and denying Juftice as equally criminal ih tnc 
Judge, and equally detrimental to the Suitor > and 
I am pleafed to find that their Succejfors continue 
of that Qpfftiohi *«l wee determined to trans- 
mit it as irivtohte to thfeif PtfthHy^ as they re- 
ceived it fihorfl the** Jtneeftorh 

If the bafe Selling of juftk* bS citable, frhat 
miift their Cxw&t be, who heights it with Fraud 9 
who, when thdy have received the Purchafe- 
Money, refufe to perform thfc Bargain, or do it 
in a manner much more incommodious than the 
Buyer expe&ed or agreed for? Certainly this 
Guilt mult be very great $ yet great as it is, we 
have been Witnefles to the Commiffion of this 
Grime $ which our vigilant Legijlators^ as foon 

as 
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a&ebftrved, are now about to prevent for tk$ 
future, The Meiers in Chancery have for lorn* 
time pad been GrwtimU in this way ; Their turn* 
lug to their .own tjfe and Advantage the Suitors 
Money lodged in their Hands, contrary to the 
£>e£gn of their Office, Was properly receiving 
Rewards for their Part in the Adiniiuftratton of 
Jfyjlice. Some may think there is tit more harm 
in this, than in the Fees which the Oounfeilors 
take in Canfb, if it he known and allowed* and 
tfhe Money fi&reek But the hazarding Bhis Mo* 
ftey lor their own greaser Gain, and their Com 
ttivanccs and Delays to keep this Money long 
ivi their Hands* in Prejudice to the faid Suitors^ 
w*s a mviwr Fraud^ fnppofing the former to be 
ittftifiable* The Cafe ftood thus i Two Perfons 
akpute the Right to a certain Sum of Money ) 
te» prevent it* being embezzled by Either trM 
their Tklc appear, the Mafier has it lodg'4 with 
him i "Wh*» by Mafrjgpment and Industry, finds 
means to keep it from Both) till he either Jofes 
it end*el^ or toaketan Eftate from the Profits, 
Whwh* aoeording to all Equity, ought to be* 
lengte the true Proprietor of it. This does not 
Jdcfri fo e^ual a Diftributioa as the Lawyec 
stoke* i» Chat fine Fable of Boikau\ between 
the t w^ Tfftvettetfs * for we have often ken both 
the' con* efti&jg; Parties go off without even the 
Shells of their Oyfier. 

t The Gdtfrt &£ GbOHeefy compared to the reft: 
. t*£ the King* r Gourts^ is a ww.onoy not but the 
Q&kfe df Gh&t&lter is Very aneient, tho' the Jto* 
dicisl Power was not originally Gs> extenfive as 
at .fmfeffft. It was in its Infancy looked upon as 
an Hregiuter afid arbitrary Court, fet tip for the 
Deftru&itf n $f the Gammon Ltov>* and the Rights 
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of the People, and for advancing the Kirfg § 
Prerogative. In this the Subje£h were confirm- 1 
ed, when they faw generally the firft Favourite 
of the Monarch fit alone as Judge; and found 
their old Manner of trying Caufes by a Jury en- 
tirely laid afide : But tney were afterwards.made 
cafy by the general Equity and Juftice, that were 
tried in the Determinations of this Court. Yet 
we find fo lately as in Henry the Eighths Reign, 
the Matter not perfe&ly fettled j a Crime ftrong- 
ly urged and infifted upon in the Articles againft 
Cardinal Wolfey^ being the Power he aflumed of 
granting Injunctions to the Courts of Common 
Law. And indeed, this Affair was never fully 
determined, till the Contention between the 
Lord Egerton y Chancellor, and Sir Edward Coke, 
Chief Juftice, in the Reign of King James the 
Fir/ft in which the Z,0//*r was obliged to fob- 
mit, and all Things were fet upon the Foot they 
now ftand on. How happy is it for the People 
of this Kingdom, that thefe Inftances of Cor- 
ruption did not appear earlier in this Court? 
Had it fo happened, we have been generally fo 
haftv as to argue ab abufu ad ufum 5 fo perhaps, 
in tne Fury of our Zeal, the Chancery had fal- 
len as well as the Star-Chamber : But, thank 
Heaven, it is but of late fuch Trufts were re- 
pofed in the Mafters$ and later ftill, that they 
ventured to break them* 

I believe bringing the litigated Money into 
Chancery began formerly upon a Notion, which 
I find Sir Edward Coke, in his Fourth Inftitute^ 
ftrongly inculcates, That this Court not being 
a Court of Record^ had no Power over the Eftates 
of Men, but was confined to a Dominion over 
their Bodies , and therefore before the Right was 

deter- 
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determined, left the Decree fliould prove inef- 
fectual, the Party in PofTeffion of the Fortune 
contefted, was obliged to lodge it in the Court, 
as Security that he would abide by the Lord 
Chancellor's Order. This. I only offer as a Con* 
jefture $ but am fure, that ever flrice the Fear 
of any Perfon's fecreting the Money he was un- 
juftly in Pofleffion of, has been the Motive in 
fome Cafes,* and the Pretqace in others, of or- 
dering fuch Money into Court % by thefe Means; 
it generally has happen'd, that the Widow, the 
Orphan, and People whole Misfortune and 
Wrongs make them the fame Objefts of our 
Companion, are thofe whofe Subfiftcnce became 
thus lodged * and inftead of being left in the 
tlahds of Perfofrs, who, had they been caft, 
inuft have paid for the Int^reft and Ufe of their 
Moneys was removed into the Hands of others 
who are under no fuch ObligatiQiM* and who 
ajre better able to ftave off Thofe whofe Right 
it was, as long as the PofTeffion was an Advan- 
tage to themfelves. To fay nothing of Perfons$ 
who, upon the litigious Claims of others, are 
Obliged in this Manner to depofite their own 
Property $ Is there any Thing more deplorable 
ihan to fee miferable Pdople, who, after they 
have overcome Him they called an £nemy$ are 
How undone by the Delays, and perhaps by the 
total irretrievable Failure of One whom they de- 

!>ended on as their Friend and Guardian ^ who$ 
ike the bad Debtor in Ecclejiafticus$ when be 
Jbould repay > will prolong the *fime : While the poor 
Suitor is like the Lender^ there defcribed, who, 
if be prevail^ be Jhall hardly receive the Half$ and 
be will count as tf be bad found it. 

I Ho* 
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How ftrange is the Condition of our Existence ? 
No Commodity, no Convenience of Lift: in So- 
ciety % but what brings its Hardships and Mifchiefs 
along with it ! This Inftitution, which at fir A: 
appeared the beft that human Ingenuity could 
form, has at length become deftructrve of its own 
Purpofe. But 'tis with Pleafure I obferve, thai 
the Wifdom of the Legiflature is providing a Cure' 
for this Corruption, in which every private Man 
will certainly acquiefce with the nigheft Satis- 
faction. I heartily congratulate my Country up- 
on it; nor do I doubt but fuch Methods will 
be provided, that we may not at any Time here-' 
after, have Occasion to complain with Solomon^ 
Behold the Tears of fuch as were oppreffed, and they 
bad no Comforter : And e* the Side of their Opprep 
firs there was Power ; bat they bad no Comforter. 

lam, SIS, &c. 
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(^Essayists. 

WE Eflayifts arc apt to beat the Imaginati- 
on, in fearch of ftrange and cxotick Sub- 
je£fcs, to write upon, for which we are often at 
& Lofs* while a Difquifition into our own 
Works, which are capable of affording us Mat- 
ter fo ample, and fo well fuited to the Tafte of 
bur Readers, feems to be entirely overlooked of 
riegle&ed by us > like the Eye, which, while it 
views and obferves all other Obje&s, is incapa- 
ble of difcerning itfclf 5 or like the human Mind, 
which enters into, and examines the Depth of 
all other Sciences, yet feems to confider no- 
thing left than its own Motions. 

Moft other Kinds of Writing have, I think, 
beeh the Obje6fcs of Criticifm, and Rules and 
Orders have been laid down for the Writers of 
them to obferve j but, in this Species, no body 
is confin'd: The only Rule that I know, and 
what is the beft prafitifed by the fcribling Bro- 
therhood, is not only to go without, but to go 
againft all Order and Method whatfoever. Mon* 
taiene, , if I miftake not, was the Inventor of it 5 
and he is, in all its Beauties and Faults, the beft 
Pattern t6 examine it by : He has a great deal 
of Wit, much good Obfervation, and fome 
Learning 5 but his Eflays are wild, rambling* 
and incoherent j fome of them don't treat at all 
of the Subjefts propofed, and others might as 
"fcrcll have any other Title as thofe they wear : 
They are, in effeffc, like Mr. Bays's Prologue, 

I z that 
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that would do either as Prologue or Epilogue, 
or ferve indifferently for any other Play, as well 
as that which it was written for. 

Though there are tt> be found, tmong the 
Ancients, fome little Tra&s upon particular Sub- 

{>&s$ which, if they were written now* would 
>e called Effays, yet, as they were generally (if 
we except the Sympofiacks of Plutarch) made 
by Receipts, and done with a View to the Rules 
which Orators and Declaimers laid down for 
•fuch Compofitions, the Honour of this Invent 
tion-muft ftill be afcrib'd to Montaime^ who 
firft introduced that ufeful Pra&ice of BigreC- 
fion, into Trcatifes upon fele& Subje&s, and 
by giving us every whimfical Conceit that came 
into his Head, has led us, as it were, dancing 
after his Morality much more pleafantly than 
if we walked in the Stilts, or were directed by 
the leading Strings, which the Stoicks had ac- 
cuftomed us to. Montaigne had a great many 
Followers in France^ and fome in this Country : 
But the beft, and he that excelled his Original, 
was La Bruyere; the fineft and moft delicate 
Remarks, the ftronffeft Senfe, and the juftefl 
Reafoning, all embellilhed by an Elegance of 
Style, and a Felicity of Expreffion, are to be 
found in his Works > to which we muft add, 
that the frequent Egotifms, the needlefs Quota- 
tions, the whimitcal Difplay of the Author's 
Character and Manners at every Period, aad o- 
ther Impertinences, which pais u£oq tome for 
Humour* are not to be met with in him. He 
has all the Variety and an Appearance of the Ir- 
regularity which pleafes, but entirely divefted 
ofthe Digreffion and Diftra&ion which con* 
found and difguft the Readers in thefe Per- 
formances. 
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formanecs. In ihort, reading Mtntaigne, js hunt* 
ing in a Country where you ftart fo much Game • 
jjsto fpoil your Sport > while La Bruyere gives 
you all the Pleafiire and Variety of the Chace* 
without the Fatigue of following the Prey too 
far. 

Without arraigning the Tafte of others^ I will 
venture to fay, that nothing in this Way worth 
Obfervation has appeared at home till the Tatler 
began to retail his Pennyworths of Wit. Seve- 
ral Political T rafts, it is true, have appeared, 
and fome argumentative Difcourfes, which had 
their Share of Merit, but did not come within 
this Species of Writing. The Charadtcr of 
Jiickerjtajf, had it been real, was more upon the 
Humourift and whimfical than that of Monr 
tai^ne ; and I believe the Fiftion which was feen 
in it, by being natural, heightened the Pleafur* 
which it gave us j befides, the Limits of his 
Paper prevented his being fo diffufe and prolix 
as we often find the Frenchman^ who, for want 
of fiich a Confinement, fomenmes difeufts u$. 
The Spectator and Neftor Ironfide are Characters 
alfo excellently well adapted to the Creation of 
our Pleafures, by our Knowledge of their being 
fiftitious : For fuch is our Malignitv of Temper, 
that we can't forgive a real Autnor a&ing or . 
thinking oddly or idly, though our Entertain- 
ment arifes trom thence, becaufe we confider 
him as a rcafonable Man, and obliged by a fu- 
perior puty to another kind of Behaviour : bu( 
we can indulge an imaginary or aflumed Per* 
fonagc in any ludicrous^ frolickfome, or whim- 
ficaTWords or Opinions, becaufe we know that 
he only plays the Fool £qr our Delight and A- 
jnHfement, Thus M*ntmgm\ Faults are the 

J 5 Beauties 
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Beauties of Bickerftaff and Ironfide $ ^nd thu? 
Gibber and Hyppefly are applauded on the StagjC 
for what they would run the Hazard of Coi> 
reftion in private LiiFe. 

Certainly, writing under an aflumptive Cha-? 
rafter is a fine Improvement in this Way 3 and, 
I believe, the Novelty of it, without derogat- 
ing from the Wit, Humour, Good Senfe, or 
excellent Style of thofe mentioned Papers, made 
up the greateft Part of their Merit j the little 
Incidents of human Life, Pieces of Converfati- 
on, and familiar Arguments, which may be 
thrown into Writing under fuch a Chara&er, 
give it the Advantage of all other Methods : 
And, I am of Opinion, it muft eternally pleafe, 
if, as new Matter is continually rifing, fome 
Geniufes could be found able to treat it in a 
Manner equal to their Predeceflbrs. But of? 
that we delbair j the Stamp- Aft firft, and then 
the Rife and Multiplication of Weekly Journals^ 
being a fort of Prohibition to all future Eflays 
in that Manner. * 

The Invention of Weekly Journals was, I 
believe, owing to the Tafte which the Town 
began to entertain from the Writings of the 
Speftator) and others. Small Eflays were fo much 
liked, tnat it was imagined worth while to put 
a little Wit, and a great Deal of Hiftory into 
a large Quantity of Paper, and fell it for a lefs 
Price than the Stamp-Duty had rais'd the Half- 
Sheet Treatife to. The Projeft fucceeded. and 
we have had feventf excellent Things publiflied 
in this Way, fome that in their Fame almoft 
rivaPd any Thing that went before them : but, 
by the Nature of their Subje&s, ought to be 
excluded from this Clafs of Writing* which, 

whatever 
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whatever Liberties Men take, ought never to be 
drawn into Controverfies about Religion or Go- 
vernment; Things that, to be fure, require a 
more orderly and regular Manner, of Treating, 
than is confifteat with the Freedom and Latitude 
ofanEflay. 

But^ as I faid before, we have loft the Ad- 
vantage of Eiitertaining in any other Manner. 
Thcfe Papers come abroad fo feldom, that, if 
a* Humour was begun, Men would forget it 
before it could be profecuted, and tl?c Jeft 
would be loft before it was found. We have 
no other Way of Communicating oijr Thoughts, 
feut by Way of Letter to the Author of this 
or that Journal * and in no Chara^cr but 'that 
of a Phiiofopher, Critick^ or Divine > in which 
we are to lay down fpme important Point, and 
gravely and folemnly difculs it Thjjs we in- 
trude upon the Pulpit, and feem never to think, 
that to mend the Heart, it is neceflary to de*r 
Jight the Imagination. 

This certainly is miffing the Mark, and theft 
littje EJfays are written in the trueft 7ajle % when 
they cloath good Senfe with Humour^ and em? 
bdlifh good Morals with Wit\ when they in- 
ftru£fc Familiarly ) and reprove Pleafantly * wfren 
they don't fwcll above ' Comprebenjion^ nor fink 
bcloW Delicacy: In fhort, when they adapt the 
Wifdom of the Ancients to the Gufl of the Afo- 
dernS) and conftrain Montaigrfs Pleafantry wjth* 
in BiCkerstaffe's Compafs, 
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On the Death of Sir 
Clement Wearg. 

To e?c. 

S IR, 

TH E Death of Sir Clement PTearg, which 
happened laft Week, was an Accident fq 
fudden and unexpe&ed, that the Shock it gave 
to all true Lovers of Merit was at firft fcarcely 
Felt , our Sorrow was fbme time fufpended, tq 
make Room for our Surprize ; which, at length, 
gives way, while that Anguiflj returns which ii 
hnbitter'd by being fruitlels. The Grief of ati 
good Men will be at once juftified and encreat 
ed by this cruel Refle&ion, That if Virtue^ 
Probity, Learning, good Senfe, and all the fine 
Qualities which accomplifh a Man for this 
World, had entitled him to a longer Stay in itj 
their Tears had now been needlefs : But alas ! ' 

— — Cadit & Ripheus* juftijmus mm 
Sjhtifuit in 7eucris 9 6? fervantijjimus aqui* 
Dili aliter vifum ■ * ■■ 
—Nee te tua plurima, Pantheu, 
Labentem pietas^ nee Jpbllims infuty texit. * 

Nor Juftice, nor Piety, nor Learning, cao 
fet their Poflcflbrs above the Vulgar m this 
Point. We find the Ancients fq fond of Shew- 
ing their Efteem for Merit of any kind, that 

' the 
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jthc Death of every dcfervjng Man was common- 
ly attended with iome Marks of publick Griefj 
or publick Gratitude : We find forae of themj 
on the Death of a famous Poet, which hap- 
pened in Battles publickly lamenting the Lois* 
and enacting Laws to exempt that Chara&er 
from fuch Dangers for the future * and we find 
others, at the Death of a Fabulift, who had 
jbcen in the low Condition of a Slave amongft 
them, tcftifying their Refpc£t to his Memory. 
by railing a Statue in Honour of him. It muft 
be confefs'd, that thefe Chara&ers were in thofe 
pays fomething more ufeful and exalted than 
we can at prefent conceive them to be $ but al- 
lowing them their full Glory, if fuch Honours 
us we mentioned were paid to them, what Grief, 
what Veneration, what Teftimonies of publick 
Sorrow muft: have been paid to the Aihes of 
fuch a Citizen as Sir Clement Wearg by an anti- 
ent Commonwealth, which he had ferved and 
adorned, as he has done ours ? Yet fuch is our 
Corruption, that, mod probably, this faint Eflay 
will be the only publick Mark of bur Grief and 
pratitude, 

Sorry I am, that it is not in my Power, from 
sny own Knowledge, to defcribe thofe amiable 
Qualities of his private Life, and thofe familiar 
Virtues which made him the Delight of his 
Friends, and Joy of his Acquaintance $ but as 
the publick Character, in which I had an Op- 

{>ortunity of obferving him, was, when well 
iipported, fufficient to found a true and lafting 
Praife upon, his Behaviour in it is a Reafon 
that I the lefs regret my Want of full Infor- 
mation in the other. His Skill in his Profeffion 
yras more extenfivc than any Thing but his In- 
tegrity: 
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tegrity : He found the Method of joining an<J 
combining thofc two different Talents, fine 
Parts and ftrong Application. By means of the 
latter, he was more a Mafter of the Subject he 
fpoke on^ than any other Perfon could be > and 
t>y means of the former, he was capable of fet- 
ting his own Ideas in fuch Order, and laying 
them fo regularly before his Auditors, that it 
was their Fault it they did hot always take them 
as ftrongly as he conceived them. He was pcr- 
feft Mafter of the Art of reconciling thofe 'twq 
feeming Contrarieties, Concifenefs &nd Perfpi- 
cuity, in Difcourfe : He never fpoke a fuper- 
flaous Word a? the Bar, nor ever omitted a ne- 
ceflary Sentence : He was acquainted with the 
folemn declamatory Way of the Ancients, and 
defpifed it : He diftinguifli'd juftly between 
Verbofity and Elo^ueice: JHe ftnjck into a 
Way of his pwn* which, though new, was 

{>erfe£fc ; and though lingular, juft : Had he 
ived, he would have been the Inventor and 
Standard of true EngUJb Oratory: His Ha- 
rangues were weighty and nervous > rather con- 
vincing than periwauve y more fraught with Ar- 
gument than Supplication : He knew well he 
was addreffing him(elf to Men of Senfe, an4 
therefore fpoke to their Underftandings 5 right- 
ly judging, that the Paflions ought only to be 
applied to where they have the Afcendant over 
Reafon, and that confequently the common 
Rules of Rhetori^k are only to be pra&is'd on 
poys and "Yeomen. ' 

Thu$'h« not only appears fufficiently know* 
ing in Polite Letters, to have raifed a Reputa- 
tion upon them alone, and fo great a Mafter in 
that Science, which fitted him for the Service 

of 
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of his Country, that, as a Lawyer, he might 
have hoped eternal Fame 5 but alfo to have had a 
Soul of fuch Probity, as was only capable of 
turning thofe two fine Accomplifhmcnts to their 
proper Ufes, which are advancing the Happinefe 
* of Mankind, and promoting the Good of So- 
ciety. He did his Duty to his King, and was 
rewarded for it by the Eftecm of the People: 
His ufeful Qualities were fo blended with thofe 
which are called Ornamental, tiiat it was hard 
to fay which exceeded the other in him 5 tho* 
it was eafy to fee that he exceeded every one 
elfe in both. 

HisPrefermcnt was as uncommon as his Merits, 
for it was the Reward of them 5 he got it with-* 
out Prayer or Pricey and he kept it without 
Hatred or Envy : He was not only a good Law- 
yer, but a good Man. He died too foon for 
jthe Service of his Country 5 but he lived long 
enough to give our Youth, who are bred in his 
Way, the Model of a Perfcft Character. 

Had his Days been prolonged, he would have 
fulfilled all the Expe&ations of his Country, 
which his immature Death has blafted. He 
would have reached the higheft of thofe Promo- 
tions, which our Conftitution appoints for Re-. 
wards of that Excellence he pottefs'd : We all 
thought we forefaw it, becaufe we all wifhed 
it : And I own there is nothing could make me 
pleafed with his Death, but a Certainty that 
we were miftaken. I had rather attribute it to 
the Cruelty of Fate, than to the Corruption of 
the Age I lived in, that fome future Hiftoriah 
Should obferve, that a Man, with the Learning 
^nd Parts of Cicero, and the Integrity and Ho* 
nefty of Cato* w*s not to be fpund in any pub- 

lick. 
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lick Chara&cr of Truft, nor furniihed any Ma* 
terials to thp Story of his own Times $ other 
than that refined uncommon Praife, that his 
Life was crowned with univerfal Efteem, and 
bis Death attended with univerfal Sorrow. 

Sir William temple obferves, in his Difcourfe 
of Heroick Virtue, that a great many Acci- 
dents mull concur with Merit, towards form- 
ing a com pleat Character * amongft which he 
reckons long Life as one of the happieft : Un- 
doubtedly Numbers of Heroes and Statefmen 
have been taken off abruptly, that, had they 
lived to compleat their Defigns, might have out- 
ihrned in Glory thofe whom we have fet up for 
the brighteft Patterns of Greatnefs. Let us 
imagine, fome Hundreds of Years hence, a Cri- 
tick, reading the Name of Sir Clement Wearg in 
a Lift pf the Solicitors-General * can he ever 
conceive that a Man, whofe Preferment he finds 
l*each no higher, was eftecmed one of the moft 
deferving of the Age he lived in ? Had Ctfar 
been put to Death before he was fent into 
Gaul, would the World ever have thought that 
he could have formed thofe vaft Defigns which 
he afterwards! executed ? No certainly * we arc 
unwilling to allow even Potential Merit to Peo- 
ple not raifed high above us. Merit, to be well 
obferved, muft be feen through a certain Me- 
dium $ like Painting, it muft be hung up in an 
advantageous Place, {hewn in a juft Light, and 
viewed at a proper Diftance. We muft allow 
, the untimely Death of Sir Clement to be a Mis- 
fortune in this Point* yet, if there lives any 
Perfon that has a nearer Intereft in his Reputa? 
tion than the Bulk of his Countrymen, I think 
f hey may be very yt)l comforted with the Ap- 
plication 
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fHcation of » Vcrfe, which I cannot tell where 
met with, but, as near as I can remember, is 
10 this Purpofe. 

The Man whofe Country's Tears bedew his Hearfe 
Has lived his Day- • 



I am, Sir, 


Tour Humble Servant ', 

Jpril io\ 
1716. 
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Of Coffee-Houfe Politicians. 

THERE is no Set of People in the World 
fo curious and inquifitive into the Con-* 
du£fc of their Superiors, as the Natives of this 
Kingdom $ and, perhaps, none fo frequently 
and fo idly abufed in this Matter : It is truly 
pleafant to liften fometimes to the odd Notions, 
and abfurd Obfervations, which one may hear 
uttered in Coffee-Houfes upon this Head, by 
Men of deep Speculation in the Political Way. 
It unluckily happens that fome Men of Parts 
and Knowledge nave, or fancy they have, an 
Intereft in making their Countrymen Dupes j 
in order to which they pitch upon this Method : 
One of them gets furrounded by People of great 
Curiofity but fmall Judgment, of ftrong Appe- 
tite for Politicks, but bad Digeftionj and in 
two Hours Conyerfation, by divefting himfelf 
of his own Rationality, ftnps off their little 
Underftandings. 

I, the other Day, fell into a Company, by 
Accident, at a Coffee-Houfe near Temple-Bar, 
from which one of thofe Di&ators had juft 
rifen : The Company was an exa& Reprefenta- 
tive of the Genteel Part of the Commons of 
Great Britain 5 for it was compofed of a Coun- 
try Gentleman, a rich Citizen, a Dabler inPhy* 
lick, a Retainer of the Law, and an Orthodox 
Parfon: As I was pretty free with molt of 
them, I fat down among them without Cere- 
mony, and found them juft entering upon a 

Comment 
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Comment on \frhat the Gentleman who retired 
had delivered to them, • Their Converfation, as 
I . believe it was all from the Sincerity of their 
Hearts, convinced me of the Truth of that 
Axiom, as well in Politicks as Religion, That 
there is no Notion, .how. foolifh, abfurd, or ri- 
diculous foever it be$ that won't find its Be* 
lievers and AfTerters among Mankind, nay, and 
among that Part of it, tffho, from the Educa- 
tion they had, or might have had, flioald be 
fuppofed capable, of thinking more clearly and 
properly- — The Firft that declared himfelf was 
the Citizen, who. after maturely ruminating on 
what was faid, allured us that the Gentleman 
fpoke 1 ruth $ that Things were in a very bad 
Way j that .he'd prefently fell out all his Stock, 
for, added he, in a lower Voice, which he ac- 
companied with a Wink and a Nod, " The 
u Duke de Ripperda^ being a Dutchman himfelf, 
<c will, by his Perfonal Intcreft with his Coun- 
€C try, keep the United Provinces out of the 
<c Treaty of Hanover*, fo that poor we are left 
cc in the Lurch, Faith. 

The 'Squire, who, tho' he jump'd in Opini- 
on with the good Company, was not fo fan- 
guine for the Gaufe as to facrifice his Joke to 
it, tap'd the Citizen upon the Shoulder, and 
with an Air of aukward AfFe&ation, asked him 
what he thought of the Duke of /j^ 's Pre- 
ferment at the Court of Spain ? I am told, cry *d. 
he, and laughed, " That he has touch'd the 
<c Duke de Ripper da for three thoufand Piftoles, 
<c PGad I wonder how he brought it about 
u without City Security, Mr. Freeport, ha!— 
To which the Citizen very gravely reply'd, 
? c It nothing, at all furprizes me, Mr. Leapdike, 
4 , " for 
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u for the Duke dt Ripperda is a Man xfrho loves? 
c * Trade and Commerce, nay, and I believe, 
<* underftands it as well as any Man who has 

* not fetfved an Apprentiftiip. His Grace of 
« Jtr—*— is exa&ly of the fame Taftc, witnefi 
u his condefcending to become a Member of 
u a certain Brotherhood in our City: Now 
<* where's the Wonder that this good and pro-' 
u mifing Difpofition fliould incline the Spanijb 
** Minifter in his Favour ? — But let me tell you, 

* Sir, the Duke of IV* — - is a good Politician, 
w I have crack'd feme Bottles with him at cer- 
** tain Times, and, from his Convcrfation, I 

* will venture to pronounce him k fenfible Man, 
«* and one that knows what he does: I wifb 
*< though he had been at Home, at the laft 
c < Election of a Sheriff, for then we had car-* 
* c ry'd the Day | but, perhaps* it's as well as 
t* it is, fo I fay again, that 1*11 fell out. 

Here all the Company agreed, in approving' 
What he faidj but I was very modeftly going 
to propofe fome Doubts which lay upon mtj 
when the Lawyer, who has a particular Friend- 
lhip for me, cut me ihort, by a well-timed, 
ana a fhrcwd Observation $ quoth he, ^ Thete 

* is no diving into Politicks, nor any mod-* 
** clling with the A&ions of great Men. The 
« f Duke of y . «» . » > as Mr. Fneport obferves* 
u is a very great Politician, and, to be furc, a 
♦* very cunning Fellow j and, between you and 
* 4 I, Sis faid, he wants Money very much; 
w Now, who can tell but this lame Trick of 
«* a him Ribbond and an Embaffy, and fo forth, 
u was contrived to siake fome People in Ensr 

* land talk ill of him ? No bad Projeft i'faith ? 
•* for if he has but proper WitndTes, he may 

bring 
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*« bring fo maity Aftiottt of Scan. Mag. 4s will 
*' recover hitfc Money enough to repurchafe all 
cc the Lahd he has fold* for the Law allows 
u him in fuch Cafes fwiflging Damages. " I 
was fo convinced with my Friend's R^afons, 
that I thought it proper to curb that Zeal 
which might lead me to utter Things irreve- 
rent of a Peer of Great Britain, ahd therefore 
^pquiefced in the Humour of the Company. 

The Phyfician* who had not fpoke much 
this while, now demanded our Opinions of the 
Wild Boy that came lately to Court* and gave 
Us a fhort Hifiory of him. The 'Squire^ after 
lie had intimated that the Cotirt and the Mini- 
ftry took feme Plcafure in him, wifhed he had 
Mm turned loofe upon hi£ Ground, and hugg'd 
Mmfelf in the PleaiUf cs h<J affld hfe Neighbour 
*rerc to have in that new Kind of Hunting x 
But what I obferved moft \#% th^tj white the 
Fhyfteiari talked of the B#y, the Citizen, by 
particular Looks and Geftur^, difcov^rcd how 
tittle he Ws pleafed with it, aWd 1 every now and 
then uttered, It will never de+ a vile Tricky wkfk 
fome otfter impcrfeft Vociferations. I Was at 
a lofs to know what could fhock him in that 
8tery, r till my Friend, the Lawyer, thrufting 
his Npfe in my Ear,- aflurcd mey that the WiH 
Boy was no other than Prince ■ ■■ * who wag 
brought over to learn the Language, indrdef 
to gaity by Surprise, the Goed^WHi of the 
People. I was aftoniflkedi at the prodigious 
Polly 6f that Conceit, but #is j foon relieved 
ftom my Amazement, by an Obfervation of the 
Parfori's, who as yet had'fpbkfe Very Ktrte fcut 
ftcm'd to liften very attentive^ to every Thing 
that was ftid* Witfc a* Pipe ftuek in a gooctffe^ 
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rid unthinking Face : But while this Difcourfe 
was going on, he difcharged an ample Mouth-* 
ful of Smoke almoft full in ray Face, tipp'd me- 
the half Whifper, and with a wife Afpeft pro- 
nounced, that we lived in a damned Atheiflual 
Age^ and that this was all Super ftition * which, 
for my Satisfaftion, he confirmed with an Oath, 
and returned to his peaceful State of TacituN* 
nity.v 

By this Time, I was very glad to find the 
Company inclined. to difperfe. I took the Op- 
portunity, and departed very melancholy at 9 
Refle&ion which that Converfation gave Birth 
to j it (truck ftrongly on my Thought, that wc 
are all not equally rreej and that Providence, 
by the fmall Pittance of Undcrftanding, whiclx. 
{he diftributes among fome of us, deilgned us 
to be fubjeft to the Controul of others whom 
{he has been kinder to in that Point. The Mul- 
titudes that are thus deftitute of Reafon, are, 
to me, a ftrong Argument in Favour of Divine 
Right, and Arbitrary Power 5 for certainly thofe 
Men whofe Quota of Senfe only capacitates 
them blindly to obey, were born to be abfo- 
lutely commanded. Such People cannot taftc 
the BlcfEngs of a Government like ours, and 
therefore arc not intitled to them. Creatures, 
that think all Happinefs in this Life was intend- 
ed for their Leaders and Dire&ors, and that they 
themfelves were only made to be led and driven, 
ought never to feel more Eafe than they lay 
Claim to. How far lefs abfurd are thefe No- 
tions, than the Opinion of the Ruffian Peafantry, 
a People among whom, tho* Chriftianity is pro- 
fefled, yet does not, it feems, exalt their Natures 
much above their Fellow Brutes. A Lutheran 

Parfon, 
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Parfon, among other QuefHons of Religion, . 
asked feme of them, one Day, what they thought 
of Heaven? To which they very ferioufly an- 
fwered, That they could not flatter thetmelvcs 
that Heaven was made for fuch poor Fellows 
as them, and frankly own'd - they believed no 
Body intitled to it, but the Czar and his 
Boiars. 

Jpril 50. 

vjto. 
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Of Stock-jobbers, 

To &c% 

SIR, 

THE common Arts of Stock-jibbing have 
been long complained of, as wy great 
Grievances j yet I believe were never more fb, 
than at prefent. Formerly, they were only 
Frauds committed upon the Proprietors of 
Stocks, and the Source of Mifchiefs to private 
Men j but now they are become publick Enor- 
mities, and affe£t both the Government and Peo- 
ple in a very great Degree : The firft, by the 
Shocks they give Publick Credit l ,at a Time when 
it is moft emphatically the Nation's Intereft to 
fupport ith aQ d the latter, by alarming Men 
with Fears, and filling their Minds with Danger 
and Terrors* which have no Foundation in 
Truth, but arc the mecr Devices of a biting 
Stock-jobber's Brain. 

One of the greateft Abufes in the Management 
of the Stocks is, the Pra&ice of buying and 
felling for a Day future •» which it teems the 
Adepts \n this Science call by the genteel Names 
of Bull and Bear : And this is calculated purely 
for the Advantage of thofc, who having no 
Stock in Hand, and but little Money, may be 
either fmall Gainers or Lolers, by paying or re- 
ceiving the Difference between the Market- 
Sjice and the Price Jthcy agreed for when the 
ay comes : This, I fay, is the greateft Abufe, 

nay 
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flay almoft the only One. For felling and tnpis* 
faring the Stock we fairly and honeftly noflefsj 
at the current Value, is qo more a Fraud, thaa 
buying it in the fame Manner $ while this, in- 
Head of a Bargain, becomes an indefinite Wager, 
that Stocks will rife or fall by fuch a Day | and, 
I humbly am of Opinion, ought to be fupprefs'd 
like other publick Gaming, becaufe carried on 
with as much Knavery, and productive of worfc 
Confequences. By the Management of a Card 
Or a Die, a Fool may be trick'd out of Fifty 
or a Hundred Pieces, in which he is himieff 
the only Sufferer* but by the Management of 
a Bear well fold at this Time of Day 9 not only the 
Jobber fliall carry his Point, by the Ruin of his 
Antagonist, but ihall frighten and intimidate 
Hundreds of unskilful People to fell out their 
Stocks, to their own great Difadvantage, and the 
no lefi Detriment of Publick Credit. As for Ex- 
ample: A Company of Bites find out fome 
fanguine Gentlemen, who are pretty well aflur- 
cd> that from the Condition our Government i$ 
in, the Funds muft rife * with thefe they agree 
to deliver a great Quantity of Stock fome Day 
next Month, at a certain Price* from this Mo- 
ment it is their Care to depreciate the Stocks 
fo, that this certain Price muft be more than 
the Market-Rate, when it becomes payables 
and this they bring about by buzzing ttrangc 
Stories in the Alley ^ {hewing Letters from Hoi* 
land^ with formidable Accounts of the Pretender^ 
the Czarina^ Pert-Mabon and Gibraltar^ Bremen 
and Ferden * with a Hundred other untraceable 
Vilknies y by which not only they accomplish 
the Fraud they intended, but involve ThoulancU 
in the Ruin which they wrought to bring it about, 
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. Thcfc Men (if a Man ought to be merry with 
fuch Villains) fecm to ufe Publick Credit y as Nero 
did the Chriftians, who according to Hud%bras y 

—wrafd them up in Skins of Bears, 
And then fit Dogs about their Ears. 

I don't reckon much upon the Religion of 
thefe Men, or think that any of thofe Laws of 
God can touch fuch Mens Confidences, which 
condemn Fraud, Injufiice, FaUhood, and all 
their Train : Nor can any Motire taken from a 
generous Love to Mankind, or Regard to the 
Whole Community, find Accefs to (uch Breads. 
All this makes it much more to be wifh'd that 
fomething could be done in a legal Way by that 
Government, which they fo much injure, for the 
immediate Prevention of fuch deftraefcive Mifdc- 
meanors : Which, in my poor Opinion, would 
be doing fome Juftice to their own Credit, and 
making fome kind of Expiation for the Suffer- 
ings of the Innocent. 

The firft Law that I find in our Gonftitution 
againft the Contrivers and Reporters of falfe Ru- 
mours, for they are both alike guilty, is in the 
Reign of King Alfred*, by whom it was ordain* 
ed, that all fuch Authors and Reporters of idle 
Stories fhould have their Tongues cut out, un- 
lels they redeemed them with the Price of their 
Heads. To undcrftand what was meant by the 
Price of their Heads, it will be neceffary to in- 
form you, that in thofe Days Manftaughter was 
bnly finable, according to the Rank and Degree 
of the Perfon flain j and there arc to be found 
in fome of the Saxon Laws the diftinft Prices of 
every Man's Head from the King down to the 

Peafant. 
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Peafant. So that what this Law means is, that 
the Ranfom of his Tongue fhould coft the Of- 
fender fo much, as his Life would another; 
which, fince the Punifhment was pecuniary, 
was a good way of making it fall even upon 
all Tranfgreflbrs, by proportioning it to their 
Rank and Fortune. I only mention this old and 
now ufelefs Law, to fhew the Scnfe there was in 
former Times of the fatal Tendency of fuch a 
Practice. There is another Law in the Statute of 
Weftminfier the firft, made in the Reign of King 
Edward the Firft, which ordains, that the Au- 
thors and Reporters of falfe News and forged 
Rumours {hall be fined and imprifoned at the 
King's Pleafure. And there was a later Law in- 
fli&ing a more certain and fevere Punifhment on 
fuch Offenders in the Reign of Richard the Se- 
cond, but it has been fince repealed. So that 
the Statute of Weftminfter is the only Law now 
in force againfl: any Crime of this Nature. And 
this Law, it muft be confefs'd, intended nothing 
but to prohibit the raifing and fpreading of 4uch 
falfe Reports, as might diredly create Difcord 
or propagate Diflcnfions between the King and 
his Nobles^ the King and his People^ or the Nobles 
and Commons -, and therefore it cannot and ought 
not to be applied to the prefent Purpofe. 

But that fuch Delinquents fhould efcape with • 
Impunity, is a Reproach to our Laws and Con- 
stitution. Freedom of Speech, and Opinion con- 
cerning fill Publick Matters, we find praftifed 
and allowed in fome of the beft conftituted Go- 
vernments j but the molt Enthufiaftick Affcrtors 
pf popular Liberty cannot produce a Precedent 
q( a Common- wealth's tolerating or indulging 
{he Spreaders of falfe Report s f or terrifying Ru- 
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mours. Can it be a Spirit of Pdtrietlfik that fet$ 
Men upon depreciating pubiiek Credit, or fap* 
porting thofe who doTtf If fo, how unlike are 
pur modern Patriots to thole glorious Chara&ers 
of Antiquity, whofe firft Principle was, ut $$€<? 
quid Detriment^ Refpubtica capiat. Some of the 
moft publick-fpirited among the Romans^ at the 
Time Hannibal was incamped within a few Day* 
March of the City, purchafed the Ground up- 
on which his Camp nood, at as high a Price as 
the beft Lands about Rome would hare yielded 
in a Time of profound Tranquility. This was 
;lorious and true Patriotifm, well calculated to 
:eep up the Spirits of the People, and alarm the 
Enemy by an Appearance of general Intrepi- 
dity. And fhall we, whenever the Affairs of Eun 
rope happen to be embarrafs'd, tho* the Danger 
be never fo remote or diftant from us, counte- 
nance with Indemnity thofe Perfons who by 
magnifying Truths, or,, forging Falfehoods in-* 
finuate, that our Nation is in the Road toRuin^ 
and will fliortly become Bankrupt ? For this, in 
my humble Opinion, is the Cafe of thofe who, at 
this critical 3Sw*#*r*, endeavour to leflcn the Cre- 
dit of our publick Funds, fo firmly built upon 
pur National Security. 

It would, I think, be becoming the high Pro- 
vince of Lawmakers y to provide m fuch a man- 
ner againft this Growing Evil, which at prefent 
lays wafte the Fortunes of thofe Numbers, who 
fuffer themfelves to fall under its Terrors; <tt? 
fturbs every poffible Admmiftratiop of Affairs j 
and, if it proceeds, threatens Ruin to our^reatr 
eft Concerns in this World. 

May 7. 1724. m PHJLQNQMOS. 
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Of the King's Evii,, „ 

.• * 

To &e. 

SIX, 

THE Subje$ of the following Difcourfc ia 
very little canvafied by any but Phyficians, 
find to them it would be impertinent to offer 
it 5 but as 'tis probable that many of the Ob* 
fcrvations upon it may have efcaped the Gene* 
rality of Readers, and may be ol Ufe in eradi* 
eating a foolifh Prejudice,. I hope it won't be 
improper to publiih them. 

It is a Notion that has* for ftiany Years, ob« 
tained an Eftabliibment among us, That the 
Monarch* of this Southern Part of Britain had 
in their Touch a Sovereign Rcniedy againft a 
Diftemptr which, from thence, we have nam'd 
the King's, Evil. The Aficitors of this Opinion 
fay, That this was a Gift from Heaven con- 
ferred upon Edward the Ctoftjjbr, for his Gngu* 
Ur Sanftity, and from him derived to his Sue* 
ceJTors, Kings of England s but with this Re- 
ftri&ion, fay they, That it is onlv granted to 
foch as ate fo rightfully, and in the Hereditary 
Way* that mere Kiags* d* fast**, have no Pre- 
tennons to it j and that it continued in the 
Royal Line titt the Estcrminatipn of the Stu« 
wt Family. ++ 

i It feems that the Aifortors of this Doftrine, 
fbppofe thftTalctt*, *s fome Prerogative Law 

yers 
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, vers did Allegiance, due to the Perfon of the 
king in his Natural Capacity, and by Right 
of Birth. To thofe we muft anfwer, by asking 
this Queftion* If fo, how did it defcend to 
Harold ficft and then to William of Normandy, 
-and his Descendants, who neither of them had 
any Title to it from their Extra&ion, fince the 
Heir at Law to the Crown lived for many 
Years after both their Deaths? Or fuppofe it 

fiyen to William by the Pope, along with the 
Lingdom, yet, how came his two younger 
Sons to hold it in prejudice to the Birth-right 
of the Elder, as it appears by our Hiftorics 
they did the Kingdom r Well then, Stephen &ept 
in before the Right Heir* did he poflefs this 
Gift ? Yes, for eighteen Years, or elfe the Monks 
lye. Then the Right Line is reftorcd in /&«- 
rjrIL But, fhortly after, a Breach is made in 
the Succeffion by King John r who, it feems, 
ufurped this wpndcrful Faculty, as well as the 
Kingdom, and left both to his Pofterity in due 
Order, till Edward III. aflum'd them, even in 
the Life of his Father, whofe Heir he could 
not be, till the old Gentleman was dead. Thus 
it continued till the depofing of Richard II. and 
then I fhould be glad to know what became 
of it, whether it remained with Richard during 
his Life, or went prefently to the next Heir? 
If it did, the Mortimers Family, and from them 
the Houfe of Tork, muft have held it for three- 
score Years independent of the Crown. This 
feems to refemble the Divifion of the Prieft- 
hood from the Royal Family of Juddta $ and, 
as i£«that Cafe, fo in this, one Houfe held the 
fuprem^ Authority, and another was bleft with 
the Medicinal Faculty T But when the Torik 

LinQ 
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JLine was reftored, fuppofing the Right in the 
other Race, what became of this Miraculous 
Quality ? Or, if it remained with the Torkiftsj 
what was Richard Ill's Title to it? Or, whe- 
ther he had any, or not ? What had Henry VII ? 
Not to infift upon the abfolute Ncceffity we 
are under of believing either Mary, or Eliza* 
betb^ a Baftard, and fo incapable of this Divine 
Gift: % but, to come to our own Times $ How 
happened it that the late Queen Anne under<r 
took this Province in Defiance to the Title of 
the Gentleman Abroad, who pretended to the 
fole Right of this Patent from Heaven, and 
then did, and ftill does continue to praitife, as 
they fey j with very good Succefs ? 

I have ask'd Queftions till I am almoft put 
of Breath, and Queftions which I don't expeft 
Anfwers to 5 I will ask but one more : There 
are a more moderate Set of ftrong Belieyers, 
who think this Virtue lies in the Pofleflion of 
the Crown of King Edward* not in the Proxi- 
mity or Right ot Blood ^ if fo, why do they 
impudently (lander the late King William, .and 
his prefent Majcfty, as impotent to exert it, be- 
came their good Senfe has never fuffered them 
to put this ridiculous Pro je& to a Tryal ? 

L.et us next examine how our Monarchs ac- 

auircd this wonderful Faculty 5 why God, for 
Leafons beft known to the Monks, gave them 
the Power of working this Miracle. 

Credat Judtus Afpella^ 


Non ego 


Not to infift upon the Abfurdity of our be- 
lieving Miracjp, which tend to prove no reli* 
-*'•'.' gious 
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gious Dfc&rine, nor are warranted by the Scrip*- 
ture, is there any thing more filly than to fan- 
cy the moft Profligate of Men diftinguifhed in 
foch a Manner by an AU-juft God ? For my Parti 
when I am told that Kong John* Richard III. 
Henry VIII. and Chirks if wrought Miracle** 
I can't help thinking that Simon Magus had ve- 
ry hard Ufa&e. 

Or fuppofc it, with others, owing to an in* 
nate Quality in the Blood of a certain Family* 
which by its Antipathy to Infeftion, drives a* 
way all that comes within its Touch * furo thit 
Blood ought of it felf to be very pure* and in* 
corruptible ? I cannot fay that the Strum** was 
ever found upon any Branch of the Royal Fat 
mily fince holy Edward's Time s but who Can 
fay that it was Hot ? The Struma is a Diftern- 
per arifing from curdling Particles of acid Blood, 
which in their Circulation cling together, and 
occafion a Swelling, and fometimes proceed to 
' * Suppuration, The Gout proceeds from tbe 
lame fliarp Humours in the Blood, but with this 
Difference, that thro 9 the Largeaefs of the curd* 
led Particles, they ftop at the Joints, and is 
time make the Circulation of the Blood more" 
difficult and painful. Now this laft Malady 
has often made bold to attack our Englijh Mo- 
narch?, notwithstanding the boftfted Purity of 
their Blood, of which Henry VIII. and Queen 
jfnne 9 are Examples. If we may believe a iocular 
traditional Aphorifm of King James I. he was 
not unacquainted with a certain cutaneous Di- 
ftemper, which no more arifes from perfeft Purity 
pf Blood, than the Struma > and there are living 
Witncffes of King James IPs being infefta 
with the Venereal Dife^fe in its grcateft Force, 
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which ha* iUU a /nearer Relation to the Stm+ 
m»y ' infomuch . that Phy ficians believe, that a 
P$x ill cuwd in the Father, will break out in 
to* Evil on hi? Son. 

But I expert to be cut fhort, and told, That no 
Argument can deftroy Mattel 4 of Fa6fc > that 
. there are Hundreds living who. can bear Tefti- 
inouy againft jne \ Come who have received Cure % 
$tnd others who have fcen it perform'd. To 
whom I muft anfwer, That fuppofing it true, 
the Cure did >npt come from the Royal Palm, 
par arty iitfweitf: Virtue in the Monarch > but 
the Katieats, who are to be thus juggled with, 
ase (tot* for %>m Time after their firfl: Appli- 
cation, under thfi Dire&ioas of the King's Phy* 
ficita* wbo *sgula*« their Diet,, and gives them 
Mqffick $ fo that coafideriag this a Diftempcr 
in the Btood, 't« a W<wder thqy have Occfr 
Confer the Twch **, all; Whea the. Phyfici- 
«whavc eertifiod thfti; they ace fix tote touched, 
tfafcKmg ftcqk^s.^r J^ws,, ties iww Golda^ 
tout *hck JJf«k* a> .ft»jw- i & nurobfed, and 
fxAfloyzihy fbfr Owe is : perforated j, for which 
itkorer is dM$ to tte Pbyfitian's, Remedies and 
jEfct^Jeftg^anjt; the £atw»*'.s Faacft than to the 
Monarch's healing Power. I fay this the ratbec* 
for that I have met feveral who underwent this 
juggling Opei*ttton,y*t were not cured, as fome 
FeQpk faid,, for want of Faith. But the tying 
the Gold ir the beft Jeft of all : It feems the 
King not only poflefles this Power himfelf, but 
can communicate ft to any Thing * he therefore, 
of his fpecial good Grace, endues the Gold 
with a ftrumifugms Virtue \ fo that as long as 
it hangs about the Neck, the Diftcmper Hands 
H&niihed* but if it happens to be loft, the Ma- 
lady 
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lady takes Advantage of its Abfence,arid return* 
to its old Quarters. This is fo ridiculous, that 
it would be idle to make Arguments againft it. 
I know the Aflcrtors of this fuperaatural 
Power will ftill put all upon the Fa&$ and de- 
fire me to take a Trip to Rome, and be con- 
vinced by my own Eyes* or elfe examine Folks 
that have returned with their Cures. I think 
I have accounted before for whatever I may fee, 
or they can tell me * with this Difference in 
my Favour, That the Journey* Change of Cli- 
mate, and Diet, may, without other Affiftance, 
bring the Matter about : Therefore I (han't 
fcruple to fay, that he in Rome is not only an 
ignorant Pretender to this Art, and a great E* 
nemy to me and my Family, but that Oliver 
Cromwell, who had not a Drop of Royal Blood 
in his Veins, underftood the Cure of the King's- 
Evil better than he, or any Man of his Name j 
and yet confidering that he has fet up the Pra* 
fiice of Phyfick in an Enemy's Country* that 
he has little elfe to live by, and that {there is no 
Danger of his coming home to play the Do&or* 
I think every well-natur'd Man ought to wilh 

Royal Quack good Succefs, 
deal 

I am Tours, &c. 

A Seventh Son* 


the Royal Quack good Succefs, and a great 
ofBufinds. 
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Of the Study of the L Aw. 

l " To fSc. 

SIR, 

YO U have done me the Favour to publifli 
fome Letters of mine, treating of the Laws 
and Government of this Country \ which I have 
Reafon to believe were not tne moft pleafing 
Entertainments you had in your Power to give 
the gayer Part of your Readers. In brder there- 
fore to your Juftincation and mine, it will not 
be improper to examine into and expofe thi$ 
ft range Prejudice of Education, which teaches us 
to negleft and contemn what is the moft ufeful in 
every Degree of Life, and let our Underftandings 
run after Gugaws and Trifles : in fonte Inftances 
difficult to be obtained $ and in all infignificant 
in their Ufe. 

I will not doubt to aflert, that every Gentle- 
man, who would aualify himfelf to ferve his 
Country, ought to know fo much of its Laws 
as might acquaint him with its Conftitution* 
and be fo far converfant in its Commerce, as might 
enable him te judge of its Ufe, Without fuch 
v Knowledge, how is it poflible he fhould be in* 
ftrumental in preferring its Liberties, or promot- 
ing its Happinefs ? I am not advifing young Men 
of Fortune either to become Barrifters or Mer- 
chants. I am very fenfible that the Part of our 
Law which is concerned in the Catwaffing of 
Private Property* is a Study very capable of giv- 
ing 
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ing a wrong Turn to a Mind not Efficiently 
prepared § and therefore would advife no more 
of it than was neceflary to the underftanding the 
Conftitutifnal Part, and to the illuftrating our 
Hiftory r And tho' the Pra&ice of Trade has a 
Tendency to contraft the Mind, and fill it with 
low Notions and narrow Ideas, in which Men of 
Quality and Rank ought to have no Part 3 yet 
I thins the theory of it ought to be ftudied, as 
ufeful, and of the higheft Importance to fuch a 
Nation as this. 

Whatever Obje&ion the latter of thefePofiti- 
ons may meet with, the firft of them can be 
fupported by unconteftable Authority. Cicero 
feems in a Rapture^ when fpeaking of the Laws 
' of his own Country, he flicks not to prefer the 
Twelve Tables for their Ufefulnefs, to all the 
Writings of all the Philofophers : I hope it will 
be but raodeft, if* in Imitation of him, I venture 
to affirm* that Magna Chatty is of more Ufe to 
yn EttgHjbmanj than Myriads of Volumes oiPoems^ 
Novels^ and Romances. 

Yet how ftrangely different is the common 
Notion? Young Noblemen, that by our Con- 
ftitutioa are born the Judges of our Lives and 
Properties, are educated in a manner the leaft 
conducive towards qualifying them for that 
High Office. If one of them happens to have 
a fins Genius, his Managers take care that it 
ftaa-'t be fower'd> as they term it, with In- 
ftru&ons that may teach him to aft up to his 
Character ia Life > but immediately when he's 
£t for fiicb Study, he's hurried away fe> Travel, 
in order to learn the Manners and Cuftoms of 
other Countries, before he's acquainted with 
thofe of his own : He fpends three or four 

Years 
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Years abroad, and in that Time acquires a fine 
Tafte of Mufick, Painting and Architc&ure * 
and then returns To ignorant of what ought to 
be his firft Concern* that when he's introduced 
into that auguft Aflembly, of which he is by his 
Birth a Member, he enters as a perfect Stranger. 
And I am forry to fay, that this is too true of 
feveral Gentlemen, of a lower Rank > who, by 
this kind of Education, when they become Le* 
giflators, are in danger of neglc&ing, or break- 
ing, or abufing a 3rufi^ as well as hurting their 
Country* 

I would not be understood to condemn or de* 
fpife thofe polite Arts and Sciences j but give 
toe leave to fay* they ought not to poffefs the 
firft Place in a Man's Mind* they are at beft 
but ornamental Qualities, and therefore only 
fecondary to fuch as are ufeful. To fay other* 
wife, would be in efieft to affirm, that the Pro* 
fejfars and Connoiffhurs of them, are Chara&ers 
of equal Dignity with the Givers a&d Teachers 
of Laws 5 and, ridiculous Comparifon, that Pal* 
ladioy Da Vinci and Corelli 9 are Authors more 
excellent and more ufeful, than Coke y Sefden^ or 
Hale. 

Quite otherwise Wjas the Education of the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans : Every Man in his Youth 
made himfelf Matter of moral Philofophy and 
the Laws of his Country, all the Learning then 
in Vogue * £>r foreign Languages were not then, 
as now, the Study and Perplexity of Youth, 
The Romans particularly had Law-Gafcs in their 
Schools, upon which they made Arguments and 
Declamations > and as foon us they came to Ma- 
turity, frequented the Courts, and defended the 
Caute of their. Friends, Relations,' and Depen- 
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dant$> and this without Reward: For the Heads 
of every Family were, by the Laws, obliged to 

five this kind of Prote&ion to all their Tenants, 
ervants, and poor Relations 9 who were called 
Clients, from a Latin Word figoifying fuch De- 
fence ^ as he who had the Learning was called 
Patron* for giving it. Nor was the Name of 
Advocate, nor its mercenary Ufes, found out, till 
the Luxury and Vices of the Romans had fo dif> 
qualified the Nobility from, a&ing this generous 
Part, that the People, accufed and unable by 
their Ignorance to defend themfelves, were o* 
bliged to hire fiich Men as by their Learning 
Were thought proper for the Employment. 

That it was formerly cuftom*ry to educate the 
young Noblemen of this Kingdom in the Know 
ledge of our Laws, is I think pretty evident. 
Befides the Aflertion of Sir John Fortefcue, whp 
fays that nofte but Noblemen and Prime Gentle- 
men could be educated in this Way* for the Ex- 
pence of it y we have Inftances in our Hiftory of 
feveral Peers, who, being fo by their Birth, were 
honoured with Places in the Law, which no- 
thing but a Competency of Knowledge could 
qualify them to hold, according to the Teoor of 
the Laws < then and ftill in force. There alfo 
goes a Tradition, which Sbakefpear* who gene- 
rally proceeds upon good Grounds in Hiftorical 
Matters, feem* fo well Satisfied with, that hp 
builds Upon it in hi* Play of Henry the Sqctfe 
Part the Firft, that the famous Hatred between 
the Dukes of York and SomerftU which fo &- 
{traded the Kingdom in that Reign, was occar 
fioned by ajar which commenced between them 
when Youths, in a moot Argument at the Tempi*. 
Further, we find this fame Sir Join Ftntefine^isx the 

fame 
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fame Reigns made Governor and Tutor to Prince 
Edward; whom we are certain he inftru&cd in 
the Laws, fince bis Treatife at Laudibus Legum 
jtnglue is addrefs'd to the Prince, and Teems par* 
ticularly written for his Ufc. It is to fuch a 
generous Education, that we are to attribute the 
Love of our Anceftors for their Law* and Rights $ 
to which Paffion we owe our prefent Liberty and 
Profperity: And I can make no doubt but it 
was the Effe£fc of fuch noble Inftru&ions which 
appeared in the whole Parliament, when, upon a 
remarkable Attempt to fab vert the Conititution, 
they all cried ouv » it were with one Voice, 
$fofomes Leges An$i* matari. 

To what the Difufe of rim Education is ow- 
ing, 1 cannot fay $ except no a Notion, that the 
Civil Lam) Sum Men this way inclined, was as 
well the more agreeable a» the more polite Study $ 
which has therefore thrown die Common Ism 
out of our good Graces, as formerly it had like 
tor have done out of our Constitution. Nor has 
New Rome {hewn her Power and Influence in 
this Cafe to be lefs than that of Ancient Rome; 
for as the Old, by die Conqtieft and Poflcffioa 
of all Europe, impofed her Laws and Regulations 
upon them, which are generally obferved to this 
Day, and called the Civil or Roman Law* fo 
the New, by the Power which fhe had over Mens 
Conferences,, fixed another upon them, as gene- 
rally received and obey'd under the Title of the 
Canon Law; which ftrft appeared 7 about Nine 
Hundred Years ago, when the Supremacy of 
Popes began to be aflcrted* Our Deliverance 
from the jirfc was owing to the Hardinefs of the 
Saxons, who, after they had' made tjie Roman 
Power fhake in Germany^ and. conquered their 

L 1 Defccn- 


I4 8 The Spec OX. at ist, 

Defccndants who were mixed with the Britons 
here, difdaincd to be governed by Laws devifed 
by their Slaves j and therefore, glorioufly Angu- 
lar, purfued the Rules laid down for them by 
their Anceftors to walk by *, and in this Seme 
Mr. Pope's Lines are particularly true, when he 
fays, that we 


all Foreign Laws defpis'd^ 


And kept unconquer'd and uncivilized. 

The Canon Law was alfo kept out by the Saxot 
Monarchs, after their Converfion, keeping the 
Regimen of the Church in their own Hands, 
and not ftooping to the Papal Power. But when 
the Normans came in, as they had Obligations 
to the Pope, that Point was given up > and when 
the Bijbops became dependent on the Papal Au- 
thority ', in Obedience to the Foreign Prince who 
was their Head, they introduced both the Roman 
Laws into the Courts they fet up $ which have 
continued with fome Struggles ; and Difficulties in 
Pofleflion ever fince. To this is owing the Re- 
putation of thole Laws among Scholars, and all 
the Provifions and Encouragements for Profef- 
fors and Students in this kind of Learning, while 
the Common Law has flood by itfelf in the Ims 
of Court. 

- If there were Profeflbrs of this ufeful Know- 
ledge, as there are of all other Sciences, in all 
the Britijb Univerfities > the Bar, and the Quali- 
fications for it, might be left ft ill to be the Care 
of the Inns of Court : But then it might be fo 
contrived, that young Gentlemen, while they 
are going thro' what they call their Studies, 
-may take fuch a Tincture of this general Know- 
ledge 
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ledge of our own Conftitution and our own 
Laws, as may render them not altogether Stran- 
gers when they enter into the Character of Law- 
makers. But this is far above my Province ; 
and belongs to Thofe, who, while they are as 
much WeTl-wifhers to the Good of their Coun- 
try, have it more in their Power to put their 
Thoughts in aft, than 
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tff/Ztf Preservation gf 

0#r Laws, 

To Gf <:. 

• SIR, 

IN a former Letter I congratulated my Coun- 
try upon the Precautions our Legiflators 
were taking againft the future Mifmanagements 
and Infufficiences of the Undcr-Officers in the 
Court of Chancery, by an Aft for fecuring the 
Suitors in that Court from the Probabili- 
ty of any thing fatal to them for the Time 
to come. They have fince that extended their 
Care to preferving the Honour of National 
Juftice, by refolding to make good the jpaft De« 
ficiencies in that Court : Which is, I think, 
ftich an Aft of Generous and Companionate Ju- 
ftice, if it be proper fo to fpeak,as deferves the 
higheft Appfonfcs. And cfpecially *when we fee 
fo great an Evil cored by no other Burthen, 
than a fmall additional Tax upon fome particu- 
lar Law-Inftruments * which can fall upon none 
but thofe who enter into Law- Suit s y and will 
thus turn even our IJtitioufnefs itfelf into Bene* 
ficence in its EfFeft and Confequence. 

The Cenfures that are thrown upon the Ma- 
nagement of the Law, and the Objeftions that 
are made to the Adminiftration or the publick 
Juftice, are already sumberlefs. Should fuch an 
univerfal and extended Calamity have been fuf- 

fered 
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fcred to continue amongft them, it would not 
gnlv give an Air of Truth to the Majority, bu£ 
add Weight and Signifieancy to the frivolous 
Part of them. Without entring into a Defence 
t>f the needlffs Delays, Impertinences arid vile 
Pra&ices, whiph Men of fmall Confciences find 
means to mix with the Diftribution of our Na- 
tional Juftice, we mav fey in favour of our ge- 
neral Method, that ail polite Nations have ad- 
mitted Forms and Cerempnies into the Conftir 
tutiou of their Laws * and that it ever was in 
Proportion to the Barbarity and Lownefs of 
Property among every tropic, that Controver- 
fies of this kind were expedited in a more Ex- 
traordinary manner. Men that have no great 
Share^ cither of Liberty or Property, arc not 
much felicitous abo&t the Manner in which they 
ftrip one another of chofe Bleffiqgs. It is owing 
po this, that among the unpoliincd Ancients, 
and feveral modern Barbarians, we find fuch 
extraordinary and amazing Ways of execu- 
ting expeditious Juftice. The Trial Ordeal; 
or by Fire and Water, was a Trick to lave the 
long Oelay that might be neceflary to come at 
the Truth in a doubtful Cafe. Trial by Battle 
was another which the Ancients ufed. And both 
thefe we reafonably confidcr as no better than 
foiling up CroJi or Pile for a Decifion of Right 
and Wrong. The Inhabitants about the Moun- 
tain Magnar% upon the Frontiers of the King- 
dom of Fez, haw, as we are told, no public* 
Judicatures crc&ed among them \ but their way 
of Proceeding is, when any Cotaeft happens 
between Party and Party, io ftop the firffc Tra- 
veller tfcey meet with, refer the litigated Point 
fo hipu and %q4 by his Award. Thi* i$ hardly 
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better than the former, from the Impoffibility 
there is that a meer Stranger fliould be well e- 
nough acquainted with their Manners and Cu« 
ftoms, to judge properly of their Cafe. Hun- 
dreds of other Inftances might, be given of 
People, whofe Ignorance can't diftinguifh the 
Benefit of Laws from the Abufe ; but becaufe 
the Forms and Methods of Juftice feem imper- 
tinent to them, proceed to deftroy all Form and 
Order whatfoevcr. This is an Humour which 
- the Englijh Nation feemp not a little inclined 
to j and therefore an Endeavour to remedy and 

Srevent Abufcs in the Laws and their Admini- 
ration, is in fome meafurc neceilkry to the Pre- 
fervation of them * and consequently a Work 
which every good Subjeft, whofe Inheritance 
thofe Laws are, pijgdht to fliew their Gratitude 
for, as well as exprels their Satisfa&ion in* 

It is very much iff the Temper of Man to run 
from one Extreme to another $ and our Hifto- 
jics are full of Incidents, which fhew us more 
particularly inclined to this Weather-cock Hu* 
mour than any of our Neighbours. What a 
Trafrfition was there made in the time of our 
Fathers^ from a Monarch, whofe Minifters had 
fet him upon ibufing that Power which was le- 
gally placed in him, to a State of Confufion. 
in which the npceflary Power was legally veiled 
"in no Body, nor could any Man tell whom he 
was to obey $ from good Laws, becaufe their 
Names had been borrowed by defigning Men 
for bad Purpofes, to a Sijbverilon of our Con* 
ftitution, and a Diflbjution of almoft all 
Laws ? Thefe are the Evils which we have 
chiefly to dread, whenever our Laws are 
permitted tg warp from their Biafs; and for 

fecqr 
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fccuring us againft thefe Evils, we are indebted 
to the great Wifdom of our Legislature. There 
is a Maxim in our Law, that in all Cafes 'tis 
better to fuffcr a particular Inconvenience than 
a general Mifchief * but there is a Drfpofition 
in our Humours, rather than a bear particular In* 
convenience, to create a general Mifchief: Hap* 
py are we therefore to be reprefcritcd by Men, 
who know at once our Laws and our Tempers, 
and in order to fecure the Former, provide *- 
gainft the Latter! 

I cxpe& to hear great Complaints from the 
Underling Retainers of the Law, againft the 
Manner in which this Remedy is to be provided, 
but I believe every Body will confider Injuries 
to Them, as Benefits to Mankind : and therefore 
conclude, that if They have reafon to be dif- 
pleafcd, the Nation in General has caufe t^ re- 
joice. They will think it harcl to have their 
Bufineis leflen'dv but I think, if that fliould be 
the Event, our Reprefentatives have done even 
Z more meritorious Thing than* they are aware 
of; fince if this Law fhould at any Time pre- 
vent a vexatious or iniquitous Law-Suit, it will 
add, at every fuch Time, the Merit of preferv- 
ing new Families from Ruin, to the Charity of 
having relieved foftie who had already well-nigh 
funk iqto it. 

To conclude. As drying the Tears of the 
Widow, and hufhing the Cries of the Orphan, 
have been always efteemed the noblcft Acts of 
Charity $ this Law may be ftyled Charity, as 
well as Juftice. t It will be a National Praife 
to us, when it is faid Abroad, that the Britijb 
jL^cgiflaturc have taken Care to make good to 
the Diftreffcd) a Sum of above. Eighty Thou- 
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fend Pounds, which the Mifmioaeemesc of a 
few Men in Plices of Trail had diffipatcd. For 
the fake of this A&» die Gentlemen who com- 
pofe the prefcot Parliament, will in future Tiroes 
be diftiugaiflied by this refin'd Charsaeriaick 
of Glory, that they redrefied Injuries which they 
did not caufe, and pity 'd Misfortunes which they 
did not fed. I 

/ *«, Twin, &c« 
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Of Prime Ministers. 

THE fudden and unexpected Difgrace of the 
SfamJh Prime MiniHer is an Event that 
probably may bufy wafer Heads than mine* I 
mean the Statefmen and Politicians of Europe: 
But as the Ufe I fliall make of it will be only 
.to draw fome Reflexions from it, which may 
perhaps be of Service to my Fellow- Subje6b, I 
Dope I ftcall not be thought ridiculous for fet- 
ting out with fuch Company . 

Thofe who are acquainted with the Hiftory 
c of Royal Favourites, will not be furpriz'd at 
'what teems the moil: wonderful Circumstance 
itt this Matter, that is, the fudden Rife, and no 
f Ids fudden Fall, of this Gentleman : Kings have 
Paifions, aad their Servants Frailties, like all 
other Mem * ^nd when we reflect on the numc- 
' rem Mifchiefs, Cruelties, and unjuft Severi- 
ties which have rifen from thefe Caufes, we are 
; natorally taught to blefs our own Constitution, 
,and admire the Laws we live under: Among 
U5 no Subjc& can be abfolutely undone by a 
Nod) or a Frown $ the Monarch's Wrath may 
• difpoflefs him t>f what Advantages he reaps from 
the Royal Service % but his Country's Voice 
mvJk be added to his Mailer's Suffrage, before 
he can be efteemed or punifhed as guilty* an 
Advantage which will always have this good 
Effect, that the Minifter, if he be of hunfdif 
honcft, need not be awed by the Royal Autho- 
rity 
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rity in any Thing that is inconfiftcnt with the 
Intereft of his Country. 

The Change of Minifters is now-a-days of as 
much Importance to a Nation, as the Change 
of Monarchs: .There are, at prefent, very few 
Princes of Europe who plan their awn Meafures, 
and purfue their own Schemes : Thcfe are ge- 
nerally the Contrivances of the primier Favou- 
rite, and at his Dfgrace, however well calcu- 
lated they may be for the Service of his. Coun- 
try, fall to the Ground, and prove abortive: 
All is to begin again > contrary Methods are 
taken \ nor will his Succeflbrs follow his De- 
signs, for fear of meeting his Fate. The vai- 
rious and unfettled Condition of the Spanijh 
Monarchy now, and for this ten Years paft, is 
a Proof that what I have been feyihg is more 
than mere Speculation : What divided Counfels, 
what coatradi&ory Refolutions have they not 
cnter'd into ? how different are their Proje&s now 
from what they were at the Peace or Utrecht^ 
though it be evident their Intereft is ftill the 
fame. They are a melanchojy Proof of the In- 
conveniences arifing from a frequent Removal of 
Minifters > while our own Country, where a 
Minifter needs only be juft to be faffc, flieWs 
us, by our Eafe and Happinefs, the Wiftiom 
of that Ordinance. We have had few Changes 
of Miniftry in this Reign 5 and the Confequencc 
is, that the Current of our Affairs has all along 
ran in a fafe, gentle, clea*, and eafy Stream. 

As to the Hiftory of the Gentleman, who has 

fiven occafion to thefe Thoughts, I confefs that 
know no more than that he is a Dutch Man 
by Birth, who threw himfelf into the King of 
' Spain's Service, from an Opinion that Jt was 

mow 
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more advantageous than that of his own Coun- 
try. He has been little heard of till within thefe 
eighteen Months, during which time he brought 
about a Treaty of Peace, which has furprized 
all Europe^ became a Grandee of Spain, and ar- 
rived at almoft the higheft Employments, both ' 
for Honour and Profit, that a Suojefl: of that 
Country is capable of. If it be true that he 
has been falfe to the Interefts of his Mafter, as 
is reported, he teaches us a good Leflbn; he 
gives us a Caution againft employing and trail- 
ing Foreigners, and plainly points out to us, 
that a prefent and a future Intereft in a Com- 
munity are not fufficient to attach Men effec- 
tually to it 5 that an Original and natural Tie 
is in fome meafure neceflary $ that Men ought 
not to be trufted with great Power, who have 
a Retreat provided in cafe they abufe it $ and, 
in ihort, that no Man is fit to be the Minifter 
of a Prince, whofe Subject he w'as not born. 

This Thought naturally introduces a Remark, 
obvious enough, upon the Spanijb Nation. It 
is odd that we ihould look out, and find in al- 
axioft all the Courts of Europe Minifters from 
Spain who are not Natives of that Country 5 nor 
can I fuppofe it owing to any Partiality in the 
prefent Monarch, or any Negleft of his natu- 
ral-born Subje&s, fince he particularly diftin- 
•guiihes no one foreign Nation by this Kind of 
Favour, and that to which he owes his Birth leaft : 
How then can we account for this extraordi- 
nary Conclufion, which muft follow from the 
Premifes we have laid down, That the Spani- 
ard s^ a brave ingenious People, born in a good 
Soil, and a fine Climate, ihould be fo far loft 
to the Wit and Gallantry they were formerly 

fam'd 
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fam'd for, as ta be obliged to employ Stated 
, men, drawn from the foggy Air am fenny Soil 
of Inland and Holland ? If I might Venture my 
Conjc&ure, it ihould be thus : The Noblemen 
and Grandees of Spain have too much Pride, on 
account of their Rank and Birth, to run through 
neceffary Offices of Subferviency, which are re- 
quifite to qualify them for the higheft minifle- 
rial Trufts * and his prefent Catholick Majefty 
has found, ia the Courfe of his Affairs, a greater 
Call for Merit and Experience than Grandeur 
and Magnificence, which is the Reafon that he 
has rather chofen fuch as were fit for, than fuch 
as fancied themfelves born to fuch Employments* 
I tjiink the Moral of this is what ought not to 
he overlooked by us 5 and I dwell upon it the 
rather, and with more Concern, becaufe we 
have had lately, an unhappy Inftance of this 
feipd of Folly: We have iecn a young Noble* 
man, of the greateft Parts, and fined Accom? 
plifhments, through this intolerable Pride of 
Spirit, this over- weaning Opinion of his own 
Worth, and Digfyin of fuperior Abilities, .for- 
feit his Right to a Country, where his Talents* 
if he had Patience enough to go through the 
ueceflary Gradations, muft, in all likelihood, 
have one Day placed him at the Top of A£* 
&ir$;. But, for want of this, we have feen him 
^educed to take Refuge among a People, in 
this ridiculous Particular, of his own Stamp. 
. But to return to the Duke of £i$perJa 9 what- 
<?ver was the Occafion of his Difgrace we have 
up reafon to be concerned at it j and if it be 
true that we have been acceflary to the difpla- 
ciiig of him, I think it is a Stroke of Policy 
that w* we much indebted to our Miniftw* 
.-;,.... for, 
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for, wkatever Methods it was brought about 
by. However earneft the King his Mafter, or * 
the Marquis his Succefibr, may be in concert- 
ing Meafures againft our Intercft, it is plain 
and certain, that every fuch Removal is a Rub 
in the Way of fuch Schemes, I fay again, it 
is a great Point gained, nor am I concerned to 
know hoyr it was done. / 

•*■*-— j£n dolus* an virtus 9 quis in hofie requirit? 

To conclude, the great Moral to be drawn 
from this Accident, is, that all Miniftcrs to Ar* 
bitraijy Princes ought to walk with the utmoft 
Caution y that in tome meafure they ought to 
be jnft, but that in general they ought to fti*» 
$y the Humours of their Mailers. It alfo tfu> 
Biihes one, that may be ufeful in middling Life j 
who that hears of the Duke de Ripper dcC% flying 
for Protection to the Dxtch and EngUJb Mini* 
fter% whom, not many Months before, he had 
created with Contempt and Difregatd * ajxd whofip 
Intcrefts, as well a* their Matters, his Projects 
tended to (top and undermine * who, I fay, hears 
this, but learn* that we ought to, be very cau- 
tious of making or provoking Enemies 5 and 
that the maft contemptible of our Acquaintance 
may at one time or other in Life, be of Ser- 
vice and Advantage to us. 

Jumix* 
trjzA. 
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0/"^ Encouragement 
<?f Learning. 

THE Ncgleft which Men of Learning* and 
Ports meet with from the World, his 
been a Matter, of Complaint in all Ages : fo that 
what our Writers lay to the Charge of this, has 
nothing lingular in it * except it mould appear 
that, amidft the univcrfal Contempt which good 
Senfe and Learning lie under at prefent, there 
fcre not to t be found fomc great Names, who 
endeavour to cherifh and fupport them. If this 
be not the Cafe, our Age is in no worfe a Con- 
dition in that rcfpeft, than any df thofe which 
went before it* in every one of which the 
Grofs of Mankind defpis'd and difefteem'd the 
Endeavours, of the Learned to ferve them : though 
we can in every one of them point out a Fe*to y 
who made merit their Care, and whofe Smiles 
and Approbations were, as the Poet fays, wortfi 
the Shouts of tboufand Amphitheatres. 

The Behaviour of fuch exalted Beings has a 
double Effbft upon Mankind. It not only fup- 
ports the great Genius which has the good For- 
tune to meet with fuch Patrons, and enables him 
to produce to the World the Refult of thofe 
Qualities which for the prefent fets him above 
it, and may help for the future to make it bet- 
ter j but alfo^prompts the ftudious Emulator, 
born in a diftant Age, to afpire to the Ac- 
complifhments which procured his Predeceflbr 

to 
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to be Co diftinguifli'd 5 and this even at a Time 
.when th€re are no vifible Encouragements, no 
publick Rewards to tempt, him j nothing but 
the uncertain and precarious Hope, that fuch 
a Patron,; may rife* and that he himfelf may 
find him. Tlras I may affirm, that the follow- 
ing Letter and its Story is, . in the Minds of 
xnoft Men of Learning, little lefs than a Ba- 
lance for the Poverty of Homer, and the SufFe A 
rings of Epittetus. 

. The Great Man who is the Subjeft of it* had 
acquired fuch a Reputation throughout Europe 
for his Learning . and Parts, that the famous 
Queen of Sweden* who was particularly fond of 
Merit in, that way, follicited him by repeated 
Letters to vifit her Court. He complied 3 and 
.was" received with more Friendfhip and conde* 
fcending Familiarity, than he might expert from 
x>ne of his own Rank. 'Tis faid, that this Prin- 
cefs was- fo delighted with his Converfation^ 
that vwhen the Severity of the Weather in that 
-Climate, to which he had not been ufed, threw 
him, into a flight Indifpofition, (he would come 
to his Chamber, and pay him . the neceflary At- 
tendance of a Nurfe during whole Afternoons $ 
and for her Trouble, thought her felf well re- 
garded by the learned Difcourfes which his Dif- 
eafe was not violent enough to forbid his ma- 
king. After fome Time, when his Affairs cal- 
led him from her, ihe would have purchafed 
his Company at the Expence of Preferments, 
Penfions, or any thing her Kingdom could af- 
ford : But, to be ihort, he left her, and foon 
' after died 5 leaving his Wife a Command to 
burn all his Papers : which fhe executed, or at 
lead pretended to have executed in her Letter 
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to Queen Ghriftina \ to which the following & 
an Anfwer : and what I have faid fufficient to 
feirc as a Key to it. 

ft Madam De Sacmaise. 


MADAM, 

IF the Death of the great Salmajtus be at this 
time Matter of Grief to all the tfeafonabk 
World, whofe Condolements you receive from 
all Parts upon it % judge what ought to be my 
Sorrow for this irreparable Lofs. You know 
how great the Eftcem was which I paid to his 
Mtrit s and you are a W itnefs, that I had for 
him Sentiments of Affeftion as fineere and as 
cordial as I could have for a Father. I was 
upon the Point of renewing to him my Pro- 
fefliqns of them, when the melancholy News 
of his Death made me drop my Pen, and de* 
prived me of all Thought, but my Regret for 
the Lofs of a Perfon who had been fo dear to 
me. After this, imagine to your felf how {hock- 
ing are the Griefs winch I have felt? and hope 
not for me, that I frail undertake to comfort 
you. Your Sorrow is juft $ and you ought to 
employ the reft of your Days in weeping for this 
Lofs, and the Sin of Murder which you have 
committed upon his Writings. Was you fo 
great an Enemy to your own Glory^ arid to the 
Memory of the Beceafed, that you durft pro- 
fane your Hands with fuch a Sacrilege? Your 
Obedience is cruel, and I never will forgive 
your having put to Death a fecond time the 
Man, who of all the World deferved moft to 
be immortal. Pardon, I befeech you, this 
Transport $ Indignation hurries me away $ and 
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I cannot, keep myfelf from reproaching you 
with this ineftimable Lois, which I would re- 
deem at the Expence of an infinite Treafure. 
But fince Misfortune would grve us fiich am- 
ple Reafons for regretting his Death, it is juft 
that by the Fondnefs which I exprefs to you 
for him, I ihould clear my felf from the Sus- 
picion of being but indifferently concerned for 
the Glory of this great Man. Thtt « w4iat 
remains to be performed, in order to waft my 
Hands of the Crime which you ha$e laid Up- 
on me- But tho' what you have done has 
given me reafon to complam of you, ret I jftiall 
always confider you as the Widow or that fame 
SalmafiuSy whom I loved as a Father, and 
whofe Memory I {hall honour all a&y Life. I 
/hall ever remember him 5 aftdlfhall take care 
to fliew you and his Children the, Friepdihip 
and Efteem which 1 bore to the dead. It will 
only depend upon you to lfct me knowin-wh^t 
manner I can oblige you 5 and reft afliired 01 £t 
I Will ttoit nothing for your Satis&ftwnjjprd- 
Vided you don't leave die ignorant of the meags 
by which I may ferve y oU. And for what re- 
lates to your Son whom you tpoke of t.6 jne, 
know that I take an IntereA in his Education, 
and that t expeft you fhaQ give me an Account 
of it* for 1 will contribute all that is m my 
Power to rendkr him a Son worthy of fo great 
a Father, 

*Jurie If. tyz6. 
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Of Detraction. 


To &c. 


•»■ * A bfentem qui rodit amicum, 

Qui non defenditj alio culpante - y folutos 
- Qui captat rifus hominum, famamque dicacis : 

fingere qui no* vifa poteftj commtjfa tacere 
, Quinequit : hie niger efi 9 hum tu, Romane, cavett. 

Hor. lib. i. Sat. 4. 

SIR, 

DEtra&ion is a Vice fo detrimental to Soci- 
ety, that I believe you would not be diC- 
pleafed with a Difcourie which cxpofed the 
; Folly and Iniquity of it * arid therefore havp 
I chbfen the Lines above as a Text which I in- 
tend to comment upon, not as they are a Piece 
of Claffical Learning, but as they are a finp 
Leflbn of Morality. 

** It is odd that Good and Evil fliould fhift 
f their' Sides and Parties, in fuch a manner as they 
' ifeem to do : Truth is eternal $ always was, an<i 
^always will be the fame 3 and yet fo bad is our 
Tafte, or fo perverfe are our Morals, that what 
Horace about eighteen hundred Years ago gives 
for the Character of a Scoundrel, whom no Man 
ought to converfe~with, is now become the De- 
finition of a fine Gentleman, or at leail, of what 
we call a pretty Fellow, and a good Companion. 
Thus we fee the Abufe of abfent Acquaintance 
inakes up the greateft Part of the Entertainment 

of 
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of polite Company in thefe Days > and the fitter 
a Man is to discharge himfelf of that fcandalous • 
Office, the more agreeable and entertaining we 
think him : As for the Defence of the Party - 
rail'd at, no Body will {hew his Ignorance of : 
good Breeding fo far as to take it up $ no Mw 
will be fo ablurd as to difturh the Mirth of the 
Company with any impolite Contradi&ion, tho' 
his beft Friend were the Subjeft of it : At leaft> 
fuch a Man would be deem'd an ill-bred Clown, 
and a troublefome Companion for fo doing, and 
perhaps find it difficult for the future to mix in 
fuch agreeable and improving Society. 
r The Man that cooly, ferioufly, and malici- 
oufly traduces another, mud: have a Soul capa- 
ble of perpetrating the blackeft Villanies : His 
Guilt is great, while the Mifchief he can do is 
but little, compar'd to that which the merry 
Scoffer, the Man, who, as Horace fays, Capiat 
rifus kominum 9 famamque dicacis 9 with fome In- 
nocence on his Part, is able to bring about: 
Fairly arguing, we ought not to fuppofe the 
Man, who by his conftant good Humour difco- 
vers a Philanthropy, and by his continual Cheer- 
fulnefs aReadinefs to be pleafed * I fay we ought, 
not raihly to fuppofe that meer Ill-nature fet 
him upon this way of entertaining his Compa- 
ny, but Compliance to Cuftom, and their Hu- 
mours > and therefore we ought to acquit him 
of any malevolent Defign, though I tnink he 
ought never to forgive himfelf the ill Confer 
quences which muft attend upon his imprudent 
Fondnefs for pleafing. The cool Traducer may 
procure himfelf Enemies, but none to thofe he; 
^bufes : His Railings recoil upon himfelf, and 
we avoid a,nd deteft him, rather than the Perfoa 

M j that 
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that fc the Otrieft of Ms Malice: But the Matt 
who » in PotTcflion of the Tahmts of Wit and 
Humoor, is a dangerous- Creature* lie tickles 
tlje malevolent Dilpofition of oar Natures in finch 
a Manner, a* we can't fcfufe to be pteafed witb> 
ate} if the Confcquefcee be that we like him far 
(q doing, we muft neceflarily hate, or at lcaft 
defptfe thofe who arc the Sobjefts of his £Lrc&- 
cute, though in tbemfefvw eve? fa imxoceat and 
upbkmeable : A warfe M»ifchie£ is> that wcrconr 
trad the Habit from them* and drat* ifc happens, 
that one pleafent and facetious Rafter eccaii&n 
twenty dull and aukward Imitawurs/ 

All the latter P&rt of tl» Cfcatfdftr, as given 
by the Poet* relates chiefly to> thofe we call Men 
of Wit and Pleafentfy > which ftews us the 
Difference between the Wit ofhis A{*e and oun, 
and I think confirms* the Qbfervatto* I made 
before, that fuch Tatent* do more £x*cmioa 
employed m this* Way, than the moftmaiignant 
Dilpofitkm whatever can tSedt without them, 
ft h only the Man of ckst Startup,, that from re- 
marking, his Friend's Infirmities, can forge little 
Tales, which, becaufe they tally wiffc hk Clwh 
rafter, and cufry Humour and Jeli m them, g& 
dbwn glibhr in all Companies: None are at the 
Trouble or examining the Truth of a Ci/cuttw 
ftanee, when it give* them as- much Pfoafurea* it 
ffancUr,ajit could by their being aflfor*d of ate Ve- 
rity, and more than they could recti** from a 
Proof of its FaUhood, It is the very fame Spirit 
that it capable of filing out little Scandals which 
fiavfc fbme Foundation m Truth, yet are in a great 
tneafure focrcted from the Knowledge of th$ 
World. The. Ddight a facetious-Man can giro, 

andconfequemly takes* iiMheRcei»l of fticft a 

little 
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little Piece of feci et Hiftory, makes him triumph 
when he has, by an unpardonable Induftry, foy- 
ed his Invention a Labour. A good Name, fays 
the Scripture, is 4 fweet Oiwtomnt * but it is fucb 
a one as, we hare loft the Art of making* tire 
can break the Viol that holds it, without eon- 
fidcring our Inability t6 repair the Lofs* ami 
this we can caU Wit and H&mour, juft as (he 
Ladies do the Mifcfakf of their Monkeys : 
Good God ! that a Parcel of rcafonabk Crea- 
turns fhould fpebd art Evening at a wotfe Enter- 
tainment than cutting of Throat* * then call it 
Sport, and fay, Whom ham vte injured? The 
Devil is feid to take Delight in doing Mifchief* 
becaufe others Mxfcrics occaflon a fort of fociai 
Extenuation of his own $ but if these be any 
Fiend, who does Injuries which are indifferent 
fe him, or which at beft fcrve Gtrfy for an A*, 
mtofemetii, that is certainly the worft Beibgof 
the Crdation : Of this Kind is the Scoffer and 
the Sneerer. 

I know feveral, who, to avoid the fcaadalotfe 
Imputation of being Traduccrs, never £ul to* 
pfcufe every one they talk of: Such a Praife 
defiles thofe that deferve a better, and is indeed 
doing the Good an Injury, by confounding them 
\frith the Bad. There are tame Men, whom to 
talk welt of is wronging the whole Species j tad 
there are others, who, with Foibles that mat 
tempt our Ridicule, have good Qualities, whkfc 
entitle them to the higheifc Praifo and Efteeot* 
It is feying the Truth of the former, and the 
whole Truth of the latter, by which wfe ought 
to prove our good Nature and Underftanding* 
and nothing is more vitlamras, than by an un* 
cRftiflguiflung Drollery, to traduce good and bad 
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Men alike, except to jumble the good and ill 
Qualities of particular Men into a Heap, and 
throw them all, without Exception, into, the 
Jaws of Contempt and Ridicule. 
* You perceive that the witty Man, or the 
Pretender to that Chara&er, is the chief Objeft 
of my Indignation on this Account: The mere 
malicious Man is hardly worth regarding. 5 be- 
fides, the Laws • arc almoft fufficientr to parry 
his Aflaults $ and, in that Cafe, Satyr .has no 
Bufinefs to intermeddle. I will conclude this 
Letter with two Charafters, which may .ferve to 
iiluft'rate my former Remark: That the faceti* 
ous Man does Mifchief by the Imitations he 
caufes, while the Imitators almoft fall into the 
.C6nditioti of the mere .Malicious, with this ad- 
ditional Circumftance, That they are inDanger 
of being ridiculed and defpifed, as well as hated 
and detefted. Paimphilus has Wit, good Hu- 
mour, and Gaiety : He is generally the Life of 
the Company he keeps : He has too much Cpm- 

Elacency for thdfoprefent, to make any of them 
is Butt $ yet, becaufe Fuel mull be had to keep 
his Humour alive, he fetches it from their ab- 
fent Acquaintance * whom, with a Freedom not 
ftri&ly to be allowed^ he facrificcs to the Ma- 
lignance of thofe he is among, of .Ivbom Corvus 
it always one. Corvus has fome Vivacity, much 
Arrogance, and.no Senfe: He thinks^ however, 
that the Wit of Pamphilus makes a good Figure, 
and likes it where it. is mod blameabJe, that is 
to fay, in the railing Part : This, joined to his 
natural Infolence of Temper, prompts him, in 
the Abfcnce o£Pampbilus 9 to mimick him in de- 
crying all who are not prefeht, which he does, 
pither i#i the mutilated Jcfts of P-amphtlns, or 
* - .. ... ; . fome 
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fome witlefs fluff of his own 5 tho' the 
coce between them is, thar one cuts clean, the 
other hacks and hews 3 the Wit of one is aRa+ 
fcor, . while the other ufes a Bill-Hook. Yet 
fuch is the Vilcnefs of Corvus^ that if he be cal-, 
ed to Account for thofe Freedoms, he owns the 
Author, -. whofe Praife^e' would fcaye ufurped. 
Men are offended at the Jefts, as they arc fpoil- 
cd by Gorvus 9 tho\ perhaps, as they flood origi- 
nally, even thofe concerned might be pleafcd at. 
them. This ought, to be a Leflon to PamphiluSj . 
to re fin in fuch Familiarities, fince he not only 
makes, bad Imitators, but iharcs in their Difgracc 
Rut I can't conclude without ' telling Corvus a 
Tale, which he may repeat after me, if he likes, 
it, becaufe many have told it before me. An 
Ape had, by Chance, fnatched a, Baskc^of Wild- 
Fowl from a Countryman, who was carrying 
them to the Market, and ran with it to the Top 
of a neighbouring Houfe, where playing with. 
it, and by degrtts uncovering it, irrft 3ftart& out' 
one Bird, then another * at which the Beaft was 
infinitely delighted. - In ihprt,, by degrees, he 
kt them all out* and then fancying it was the 
Basket which communicated the volatile Facul- 
ty to them, he had. a Mind to pra&ife it himfel£ 
and accordingly jump'd in ; Upon which the 
Basket, unable to ftand by itfelf, .fell down from 
the Ridge of the Houfe with poor Pug in it, 
whofe Neck was only broke for his Affectation. 

I &ttt) S I R% "*" 

T<wrs 9 &c. 

JUSTICOLA. 


Of 


*j$ 7$* Sfe cut. A T 1 8 TT. 



Of News-Writeu 

THE Curiafity tf taf Countrymen, as t* 
News and Politicks, ha* been already die 
Sobjefi: of much Mirth : Far this Rcafon, a* 
weH as ctn Account of feme ttl Confequmcc* 
trfcich it hay lately ftfod&ed, 1 wiH in this Dif-. 
cbmfcr^ laying afide the RidmAc which it may 
product^ animadvert cqpon it & it i* the Parent 
of Mifcnie6' and Inconveniences, not only c* 
the State in general, bur f eaeh ii^vidual Mem^ 
fterof it. 

This Thkfb of Kn&wledg*' is of a ftv'rifE 
&md : It is encreaferf fcy the A*tfcmp«i rrtaAr td 
fatisfv ft 5 and therefore I rtttft %, that tho* 
the Appetite in kfeff {herald tie ottb^ ridiculousy 

Jet the ftipply ing ef it ^h Gb^tt%, the miniw 
ring of Fuel to this kind of Fire** i* fcaarwhar 
worfe 5 it is criminrf: The gwat Numbers ofi 
king and impertinent Pfevtt-Paperti, wiucfe went 
fet on Foot to aflwajge this O$rio6ty, db fewt 
Heighten and render it incurable > and £ thinfer 
one mar truly fay of this Nation, fhat ir is, as; 
Co this Point; in an irtcebverabfe' Way^ arid ap- 
ply to it a* a Motto, 


Egrefcitqpe miendo* 


^ Holland is I think at prefent the great Empo- 
rium of "Newt Ibr^all Europe, and People fancy 
that one Mark of the Liberty which the Inha- 
lants enjoy. It is very obfervable* Th^t they 

take 


z 


The St^icmAtis** 171 

take a Licence o£ wliing hka of thrir Nefgh- 
hours, but aire very cautious of meddling, at 
Home. Whether tfai* procctrtkirtwv Rdkraintt 
or Choke* from Fca* tar Pradcncc^I woa t von* 
turc tp" determine; but cer t a in it is^ that in m 
itafrlr News»Raf*r, though filKd with Jodvioffr: 
from all Pam tf the Worlds fiane tnic, feme 
faH<t r feme forg'dy and feme gneti-work* ycati 
Aiall never find mem? than at fcngte Paiftge ot 
two, nor always fo mucfci, fwrfa eke Town ki> 
which it was printed; while w 5 on the oontra* 
ftuff a great Number of diurfiad Papers with. 

e iotsowfidtrable and idlfr Adventmrce of this 
Metmpofis. 

. if Men wofidd ferioufly confider tfaac fech a> 
Era&ice did not anfwer the End&of father Ncws^ 
writing, or Ncwsrreading> fom , tbcae would dot: 
far a Vent for fiiclL Trumpery* i Ihflead. of meet* 
rag: wMh the Recent Hiftwy and Stater of neigb^ 
bouring Nation* iniuch Papery wfctthis to- bet 
{hrethroxrfy laud^jbfc EK?fign tfcey cmr. pretend to* 
Wit are edtertainM writlLfnivateScandaltaflnd obfeure 
Gallantries r Who; wai 1 divorced: for Adultery^ 
or who executed foe Felony y is exhibited tcr tho 
Wodd^infteadcrf Accounts^ whm broke a League, 
or who loft, a Bottle r Call you this Entertain- 
ment! For my: Fart, I think thcAdvertifemcnta 
affdrd more Pieaflbe, and I am' ture they give * 
more innocent: Dirarflon, bceaafe being: gens* 
rally Nonfeofq they ate xo be accounted, net* 
(her true nor fallen 

: Accounts *fi Deaths^ Mamages^ and feet like 
gof&pping Tales, concerning People in low oat 
middling Life, ant'Thittg* meeiiy indifferent to* 
Mti\kind 9 if they lumpen to be true ^ but if they 
are fcilfe, qccaik>» a \v!oi4df<rf private Mifchkfc 

Tho* 
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Tho* wc in Town arc too well acquainted with the 4 
Veracity of our Intelligencers, to lay any great 
Strefs upon what they utter, yet Country-Gentle- 
men, all Foreigners, and our Fello w-Subje&s eve- 
S where abroad, are liable to be impos'd by them, 
ow often has it happened that the Bill or Note oi 
any eminent Merchant, whom our News- writers 
have put to Death in their Papers, has been re- 
fufed or protected abroad, perhaps to his or his 
Gorrefpondcnts great Damage, perhaps to their 
utter Ruin, before the recanting Paragraph, the 
fcandalous Method they have found of making 
Reparation, and furbiining a new Article, can 
come to the Parts in which he traded. Thus 
{hall a News-writer, with a Daih of his Pen, 
do more Mifchief to a Nation in one Paper, 
than the Stamp-Duty of it, while it lafts, can 
attone for. I believe thofe Gentlemen are not 
generally aware how far they arc punifhable for 
this, and therefore I. take the Opportunity of 
informing them, that reporting the Death of a 
Man in Bufineis, if it ihould happen to be falfe, 
bears a heavier Adion at Law than any Scan- 
dal they can publilh of him. 
i By the Publication of Marriages what crutf 
Difappointments are occasioned ? .What firiifter 
Defigns furthered? By thofe Articles which the: 
inquifitive Diligence of the News-igatherer ha* 
found out, it's odds but fomc de&rving Perfon 
may lofe a Fortune, or fotae loving Couple their- 
future Happinefs, by the Interposition of Friends, 
whom the anticipated Rumour has awaken'd : 
By thofe which are fentand paid for, 'tis a* 
Chance that fome modeft Woman is obliged to 
throw herfelf away on a Scoundrel, who, by 
the Fiftion of fuch a Tale, has obliged her ta 
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Undergo half the Shame {he was afraid of, and 
therefore Ihe marries him to avoid the reft; at 
leaft, it is often done with a malicious Intent 
to difturb friendly ^nd focial Converfation, where 
no fuch Defign was thought of, and alarmed 
Perfons who were in no Danger. 

We have a ftrange Way of judging in the(e 
Affairs, as indeed we generally have in moft 
others : Every Man would know his Neigh? 
hour's Secrets -, and yet every Man would conr 
ceal his own. If we obferv'd, in this feemirigly 
trivial Matter, the great golden Rule of Mo- 
rality, idle Men would not find Encouragement 
to abufe us at this rate, and much important 
Mifchiefs would be prevented, which arife from 
thefe trifling Caufes, like large Rivers from the 
finalleft Springs. 

If, I fay, we could tame this great Luft of 
knowing our Neighbours Bufinefs, it would be 
.worth no Body's while to pry about, like Spies, y 
for Intelligence to publifh * to run their Nofes 
into every Crowd, every Court, every Office, 
and every Place of Refort > and from thence car- 
ry away what is not decent or lit to be made 
publick, but what is fafe in their Opinion. We 
have frequently feen Paflagcs in Print, from which 
our Enemies might reap Advantage in their 
Wars, or other Dealings with us $ but that pro- 
perly falls under the Government's Corre&ion, 
as I think fome other Things ought, that are 

fermitted, at leaft not difturbed in this Way. 
t is not many Years fince an impertinent News- 
writer, after peeping into the Entry Book at 
the Cuftom-houfe, published an Account of a 
great Number of Moidores, imported from Por- 
• tugal in a certain Ship, and for certain Ufes, 

and 
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and by the Contrivance of a certain Englifi Mer- 
chant then in Lisbon* whom immediately^ upon 
the Arrival of that News-Paper, the jtaious 
Portagueze, neyer ftickiqg at the Weakntfs of 
the Evidence, feteed,imprifoned, and would have 
put to Death, bat that fortunately fome of our 
Men of WaT f who b*ppencd to be there, infill- 
ed upon his Delivery^ and he was accordingly 
rurrender'd, through Dread af the Britijh Ca- 
non, or elfe his ufcral Life craft have been XQH&t 
the Vi&itu of an idle Curiofity, and perhaps tfc 
Honour of onx Country fo far concerned, as to 
reduce to to this Dilemma, either tamely to fuf 
ftr fodb an Injury, or by engagir^g in an expen* 
five War, which might have doubtful Confe 
quences, incur the total Loft t>f a beaelicial 
Trade to Portugal* 

From what has been here faid, we may draw 
this Inference > That either the prefent Set of 
News- writers ought to be very cautious in what 
they write, or theit Employers m whom thtjr 
f)trt to work. In Holland the Papers, which 

five (uch univerfal Pleafure, are all written by 
cholars, and Men of Parts, at leaft by fuch as 
are converfent In what they write upon * whiie 
here the Management of fuch Things are .tinted 
to (uch little ignorant Creatures* as neither kaow 
what thev do, nor care what Mifchiefs f bey may 
do j fo tnat if Matters go on in this Way, it is 
not unlikely, nor would it be unwelcome, that 
the Government fhould lay an Inhibition upon 
them : And for my Part, I fliould never conrt- 
der the curtailing a Power to do Mifchicf, -as 
any Abridgment of the Liberties of my Coun- 
try. 

July jo, 1716. 
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Of ^ **w Oratory. 

TH E Emptinefs of the Town, the Abfence 
of the Court, the Silence of the Theatres, 
and the abfolute Ceflarion <rf all other publick 
Diverfions, have confpired with the honcft En- 
deavours of Mr. Henley to make the Reftorer of 
the ant tent Elocution^ and the Injlitutor $f the Or a- 
eery, not only the Entertainment of many, but 
the Theme of moft, whom Bufinefs or Idlenefs 
detain amidft Smoke and Politicks, this long Va- 
cation. 

He is almoft the Subjeft of every Conven- 
tion, tmd various and whimfical are the Difcourfes 
to which he adminifters Matter : The Learned 
-and the Ignorant, the Infidel and the Religio- 
nift, the Orthodox and the Schifinatical, all talk 
of him, as a Separatift from every one of their 
Communions 5 and yet as a Creature who goes 
aftray, in a Manner fo entirely new, that they 
are at a Lofs in what Category to place him, or 
what Kind of Scholar, Heretick, or Enthufiaft, 
they may moft property name him. I was in a 
Company the other Day, where a very great 
Stickler for the Church apprehended a new Dan- 
ger to it from the Appearance of this Impoftof, 
as he was pleafed to call him : He utter 'd ma- 
ny Inve&ives agamft Herefy and Innovations 
in Religion, and concluded them with an En- 
thafiaftick Conje&urc, of which he did not fee 
much Reafon to doubt, that this Henley was the 
Antichrift mentioned in the Scriptures, and that 

con- 
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confequcntly the End of the World was at 
Hand.— ^ Here he was interrupted by another, 
no lefs zealous, but a little more fcrupuloils, 
who, upon comparing the Inflitutor*% Chara- 
fler^ with that defcribed in the Text, which he 
had by Heart, pronoune'd that he could not be 
the Perfon foretold, fince it did not appear that 
he had the Gift of working Miracles. A, third, 
who fat by, and had Senle enough to perceive 
how ridiculous this Difpute was like to grow, 
was refolved to improve the Joke, by perplex,- 
ing the Queftion, and addrcffing himfelf grave- 
ly to the Difputants, faid, CQ That he was afraid 
4fc that laft Argument was not fo weighty and 
" conclufive as it might feera to be : For this 
<fc Impoftor, added he, does (as it were) work 
Miracles already r You' obferve how difficult 
it is for the eftablifli'd Paftors to procure 
" Hearers, who arc at no Expence for tneuj la- 
cc ftru&ions, while this Man fo bewitches the 
" People, that they not only 1 run mad after his 
. u Abominations, but prefent him their Money for 
" performing them : To give Money for feeing 
an Opera, or a Puppet-She w, a Prize-Fight, or 
a Tragedy, a Cock- Match, or a Concerto, 
" is nothing at all ftrange * but believe me, 
" Friends, to give Money for hearing a Ser- 
<c mon, is little lefs than a Miracle in this pro- 
<c fane Age. " This Difcourfe, though prp- 
nounced with a good deal of Gravity, h^d not 
the EfFeft intended > for as he deliver'd it, I, 
who have not the moil abfolute Command of 
my Mufcles when I fraell a Jeft hi the Wind, 
unfortunately fmiled, which his Antagonifl^, 
wfio had no good Opinion of the Orthodoxy of 
either, interpreted for the Sign of a Conspiracy 

between 
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between us, and therefore abruptly quitted the 
Point in Debateytho* it was impoflible they could 
drop the Subject entirely j for prefently, with 
all the Vehemence of Zeal, they began to ac- 
Cufe the InfiituUr of vile fcandalous Simony, in 
expofing holy Things to fale, and bafely extort* 
ing Money from fuch as were willing to hear ' 
his Do&rine* To this they added their Mopes 
that a Profecution would be commenced againft 
him for fuch Mifdoings, and that the Govern-* 
ment would intereft themfelves in it, to (hew X 

f roper Regard to the Church. To this my 
riend anfwer'd, with the fame Gravity as be* 
.fore, but more in Earnefi, " That he mould be 
44 forry to fee the Laws ftretch'd for the fakfc 
44 of ruining a poor Man, whofc greateft Crime 
44 is, that he is one of the Multitude of Perfcn* 
44 who followed Chrift rather for the Loaves 
44 than the -Lcflbns 5 that his Prices were rea- 
, 44 fonablc enough \ and that no Body ought to 
44 complain, fince he did not exa£fc for his Maifl- 
." tenance fo much as the twentieth Part of his 
Difciples Subftance. " He clofed his Speech 
With a fober Smile, and this Sentence, 4t That 
44 Monopolies ought no more to be encouraged 
" in Religion than in Trade- '* I fuppofe 
I need not add that this ended the Difpute, by 
dividing the Company, fince none that are tru- 
ly Orthodox can think the Air wholefome which 
is brcath'd in by People of oppofite Senti- 
ments. 

I was Witnefs to another odd Difpute be- 
tween fome People, whofe natural Impertinence 
was help'd out by a little Grammatical Know- 
ledge j and between them the important Que- 
ilion was, Whether the Followers of this new 
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Religion (for it is currently called fo) fliould b* 
nameld Henkitesy HefOeiftes 9 ot HtnUyans : But 
this Point, material as it is, I don't find can b* 
fettled to this Day. ' * 

So much Converfation as I have known roll 
Upon this Man, alarm'd my Curiotity* and pro* 
'yoked me to enquire whether he was really fe 
dangerous or important a Oreatute as he fc m* 
presented. I was dife&ed firft to read his Litur* 
y, but I chofe to hear him in his academical 
Capacity (as he phrafes it) before I enquired ill* 
to his Divinity, and that has faved me theTro^ 
ble of perufing his Rhapfody of Prayers * fo* 
upon hearing nis Harangue, and convetfing a 
little with him afterwards, I will venture to 
pronounce him an undefigning. hafrnleft Man, of 
tollerable good Underftanding, unwilling, aad I 
hope unable, to do any Injury either to our Reli- 
gion or our Constitution $ and I dare alm6ft pro- 
"phefy, that, except Perfecutionihbuld make him, 
or fome of his Followers, Enthufiafts, the next 
Age will be z,t ho Lpfs by what Nam* to diftin- 
guifli them. 

* I told you I was to hear one of his academi- 
cal Le&ures : It was on fFednefday the 27th of 
; Hft Month : There I found ah elegant and po- 
lite Aflembly waiting foT his Inftfu&ions ; The 
Subjeft of his Difcourfe was A6fcion, as it is a 
Concomitant of Eloquence j and he had the 
Pleafure of feeing among his Audience fuchMen 
as may one D*y gladden the Hearts of both Houfes 
by the Pra&ice of his Rules. But what amazed 
me, was a Parcel of Female Difciples,- who Kil- 
ned with great Attention, and feetned to depart 
" very much pleafed and improved by the Inftru- 
ftions of the Orator, N^w, though I appsc- 
**■ L hend 
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hend no Danger or Influence from his religious 
Dtfcourfes upon the Minds of the People, yet I 
muft agree with thofe who think it may pro- 
duce ill Confequences to teach the Ladies Elo- 
quence v befides, I apprehend it to be a Work 
fiiperfluous and unneceflary j nor do I fee one 
Argument in its Favour, but this : It is urged 
that he teaches Elocution after the antient Man- 
ner, which will, at leaft, alter the Method from 
what the Fair Ones now pra&ifej and whp 
knows bus fueh an Alteration may be for the 
better? At, but Who- can fay it will 4 t am agoinft 
making Experiments that may be fatal to usj 
we know, in fome meaflire, how to- deal witn 
Female Eloquence according to the Moderns^ 
but Should they top the Antients upon as, Lord, 
dehVer us! It muft, no doubt, be a very corn^ 
forjable Rcfle&ien to ehe Heart of every honeft 
Batebelor, to think, that if the Ladies thus fre- 
.quent Mr- HettUfs School, he may one Night 
nave ihe Pleafure of hearing aOirtain LeSupeJ 
delivered 1 according to the Direftions laid down 
by falty and guintilhrtr. 
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O/^PRIZE-iPl GATING. 

To Gfc\ 
s I** 

IT is with Surprise t perceive that the aft* 
ticnt and laudable Art of Prize-fighting has 
cfcap'd the Panegyrick of all our modern Bre* 
thren > and I confefs my Want of Power to 
#ifle my Indignation, while I obferve the noble 
Science of Defence fo overlooked by thofe whole 
^Duty and Intereft it ought to be to record the 
Glories of their Cotemporaries, I mean the pro? 
found Journalifts of the prefent Age. 

I own I had it frequently in my. Inclinations 
to celebrate the Merits of the gallant Fraternity 
of the Blade, but was deterred by my Defpair of 
Squalling the ingenious Mr. Byrom^ whole Ode 
upon this Subjed will ever be remember'd to 
their Glory, and his * and nothing could have 
perfwaded me to attempt the Theme but an Af- 
ter-thought, to* wit, that as I only write in 
Profe, the Danger of the Companion may be 
avoided: The Man who walks a* foot will be 
confider'd by himfelf, and never examined by, 
nor compared to him who keeps his Chariot* 
though, if he fhould pretend to a curule Equi- 
tation, his Horfes, Coach, Painting, Liveries, 
and Servants, are all fet in Oppontion to his 
Brother Beaus, and he muft expeft his Chara* 
&er from the Refult of that Examination. 

Tfais 
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.~Tfcis Art, than which nope is, for its Anti- 
quity, more illuftrious, had long left the Stage, 
And been buried in Obfcurity j while its Place < 
in the World ^as ufurp'd by a mifchievous 
younger Brother . of the tame Family, but un- 
worthy of the Name : Long had the noble 
Back-Sword and St. GeWge** Guard left the po- 
lite World* and given way to" the paltry finglc 
Rapier, ana Quarts and Tierce * till the publick- 
Spirited Mr, Figg, out of meer Fondnefs for An- 
tiquity, has lateTy undertook the Re Boring of the 
antient Qladiatory of the Stage, and for that End 
lias ere&ed a Gymnafium s in which he inftnj&s 
the young Gentlemen of this Age in the Wea- 
pons ,of their Anceftors. Happy Omen of tho 
Revival of the Valour of their Anccftors! When 
pur antient Way of Fighting is reftored, well 
p*ay we hope our antient Succefs ! Then new 
Guys and new Georges fhall af ife, and new Cows 
l>e flaughter'dj and new Dragons demolifh'd ! 
Thrice nappy prefent Age fo fruitful in Revi* 
Vfils ! nQW bleft by theReftoratian of two long- 
loft ufeftd Arts, Elocution and Cudgel-playing [ 
No more let it be faid cedant arrna toga \ but let; 
bur Revivors walk hand in hand to Fame, and 
\>t x tranfinitted with equal Glory to Posterity! 
JLet our Hero defend our Orator from Thumps, 
Thwacks^ and Bangings > and let our Orator 
fecijre our. Hero from Scorn, Calumny, syid Re- 
vilings! Qbferve we another Inftancq of th$ir 
parity, in- the Condition from which their fc- 
vcral Sciences have been refqued : Oratory, up-* 
on its Banifhment from the Pulpit, was forc.ed 
to take Refuge in Booths and Flay-houfcs, among 
Quacks, Mountebanks, Players, Dancers, ancfc 
X^wWwj and Qladiatory, when it was driven 
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from Court, fled for Shelter to the BeaHSiuv 
dens and publick Streets : Portett, Apprentices* 
Pick-Pockets, tiay i?Vth T^teft, thofe iftui* 

? N jrs of Man's Name* ptfofeflfed it j yet no^ 
hitiga have taktn fuch a Ttihu that I hSVd 
leen a Member of tfte Hotife t>f Cotnttions gat>~ 
ihg at a Leilbn of Mh Htnkfs j and xme or the 
other Houfe condeTcfending to take an inftrti- 
Stivt Knock of the Pate from Mf . Pigg > not 
afti I without Hopes that I fliall live to fee a 
Kennel of Hounds called togfether by the Rules 
of a Declamation, and a Puri&ilio of Honour 
decided by thc^ Laws of Back-Sword. 

But to drop this Comparifon,witich my Re3* 
ders will perceive was only a Digreffion^ )et ttt 
take a View of the magnanimous Behaviour ot 
our Gladiators in Adverljty, and from thence 
judge if they are not worthy of this turfl in 
their Favour, and their Art entitled to the Ad- 
miration and Pra&ice. of our noble Youth, wlioife 
Finenefi of Tafte prompts them to'purfue thi§ 
Agreeable Study. The gallant A&ions of kbbfy 
Hood, his great Sufferings, and his Excellence 
jit Quarter-Staff, which is a Branch oi 7 the noble 
Science, are too well known to need a Rtperf-? 
tioq here : The Courage atyl CpnduA or old 
Jack Faljiaffe, who, by his Manner o( bearing 
his Pointy toe may learn to have pra$ifed th« 
Art 5 and the great Succefle* and fiuiious Ex-? 
ploits of the late Hero little Gorman, >#hofe Rit- 
jfiown ftands pickled for the Ufe of Pbfterity ig 
the preferving Salt of modern Satyr * 
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and who, for all his Bravery and Glory, was* 
to the eternal Difgrace of our Laws* hang'd like 
a common Thief, for only taking the Freedom 
with fame, of his Neighbours to borrow aHorfe, 
Add totohcfetfalgftat NMmbcr§ of gallant SouU 
ftill in being, whom Thirft bf Fame fends, iq 
Imitation oi thofe antten* Priac-Fightcrs Her* 
enksy Tbefeusy &c. traverfiog the Globe iq fearcfy 
of Vi£fr*ry arid Bi-cad and Gheefe., 

Whoever has been convtrfant in Romances, 
iteuft bbforvd a gpeat Refepbliwce between the 
Behaviour of Knights Errant and ftrolling Gla- 
diatdrfe* bite whctevfer per&fea the Challenges and 
Defiahces, which are to be met with in fuch 
Books, and oooajplres them with the Records of 
Figgt Ataphkhdatrfe, and the Hockley Bear~Gar<* 
dta, mhfl; ftiil £nd it greater. I cannot let flip 
this Opportunity, without offering my Praifea 
and Thanks to t>c fubiimp Penners of thefe Com* 
pofitiofcs, by what Nairie or Title foever diftin* 
giiitii'd: Happy Genius's! Inveptors of a Style^ 
which, without fettering Wotis with Senfe or 
Meaning, makes 3 fonoroils rumbling Noife % 
eka6tly calculated to raifc the Courage of the 
Combatants* 

Like tfo Trumpet and fht Drum^ 
JPiieh make the Warrior $ Stotoacb tome % 
t JlndJf>arpen Valour* Ufa Small Beer 
^JBy i bunder turrfd tiplnegar. 

I hope whoever is the prefent Secretary raft# 
be immortal as his y/orks y but U there ihpuWi 
happep to be a Vacancy in Jt bat high Qflfce, % 
would bee leave to ije^ommend td ic my verv 
good Friend the Author of Bufiri^ Whom \ think; 
CV?ry Way qualified for fo important aTruft* 
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but if the Brotherhood fhould imagine, upon 
reading his Play, that his Excellence in the Sub- 
lime-obfcure is not fufficicnt, I can affure them 
that fome of his Profe- performances are able to 
attone for that Want, by a Maftery in the Flat' 
unintelligible. I hope my Services to the Sci- 
ence will give me fo much Intereft amongft 
them, as will make : me able to obtain this Fa- 
vour* that I may comfort myfelf for the future 
in Pofleffion of a Character which I always af- 
£ired to, that of a proportionate Rewarder of 
Aicrit, 

. I had like to have concluded without obferv* 
Jng, for the Honour of Prize-Fighting, that it 
has been fo much encouraged by our Laws, as 
to have been formerly a Method not only of de* 
ciding Honour, but Life and Property : In thefe 
Cafes I meet with but two Methods of Fight- 
ing appointed by Law* the one, when two Per* 
fons drubb'd one another heartily with Bags 
fill'd with Sand 5 and the other, when they ufed 
JJattoons, as I find them called $ I own I am 
much puzzled by that ingenious Divesfion with 
Sand-Bags, being out of Ufe at Hockley In the 
Hole j but I have written a Treatife in Folio, 
which {hall appear in due Time, proving, 
againft Selden y and all others, for the Honour 
of Prize-Fighting, that the Battoons were no 
other than the modern Quarter- Staves, or at 
Jeaft the Origin of them $ and I give this timely 
Notice, that all Friends and Encouragers of the 
noble Science may be prepared to forward my 
Undertaking with their feaionable Subscriptions, 

rfuguft 2fl> J am, SIR % 

Of 
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O/COMMENTATORS. 

**HpI S a Debt which the World. owes to thofe 
JL - who have deferved well of it, to preferve 
their Reputations as long as the Materials, of 
which they are formed can be made to laft. To 
this kind ot Reward I think no fort of Men bet- 
ter intitled than the Poets 5 whether we confi- 
der them as feldom receiving any other, or as 
they really are Benefactors in a very high de- 
gree to Mankind. This is in a great meafure 
confefs'd by the Pra&ke of other Countries to- 
wards the Memory of fuch as have excell'd 
among them, and by the Confent of all Na- 
tions in their Admiration and Applaufe of the 
Ancients. We are ths only people in Europe 
who have had good Poets among them, and yet 
fuffer their Reputation to moulder, and their 
Memory as it were to ruft, for want of a little 
of that Critical Care* .which is as truly due to 
their tylerit, as to that of the ancient Greek and 
Raman Writers, 

It is eafy to perceive what I aim at* to ob~ 
ferve that fome tolerable Comments upon the 
Works of our celebrated Poets are not only ex- 
pedient but neceflarv. Every Writer is obliged 
to make himfelf unqerftood of the Age in which 
he lives $ but as he cannot anfwer for the Changes 
of Manners and Language which may happen 
after his Death,, thofe who receive Pleafurc and 
Inftru&ion from him are obliged, as. well in 
Gratitude to him as in- Duty to Poftcrity, %q 

endea- 
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endeavour to perpetuate his Memory, by pre- 
(taring his Meaning. This is what -the Frenfa 
have done by their Marots 9 Rabelais' s and Am* 
fords } nay, even Boileauy who died within our 
Memory, is thus anted agaihft the Aflaqlts of 
Time. The Italians^ who are not thereto pro- 
tofced by a changing Language like ours* nftft 
ftot a tolerable waiter in their ToAmc whofc 
Works are not illustrated by foae uftful Notes} 
While we* whdfe Manned are To variable, ahd 
whofe Language fo viflblv blleft eV*ry Century 
have not ode Pact (tho* *erb ate ftverai mhom 
We admire) who ha* met with the good Fw 
tune Of a kind Ha Ad e&deaVOIirihg to fecure h*b 
againft Mortality. Strange HftKftoiir ! Moefr 
Pains have been takfch to freftrve to u* the Pi* 
&ure of Ghmcet s white Mb body Ate thought it 
proper to render ffeAt bitter P&ftfcre of hiai, iris 
Writings* intelligible to ftittt** Ages. Bmkf 
has had a MoimmcJdt fcrd&fcd to hit Memory ft 
WkjhniHflW-Abty% heW iftuch »orfe *ntphittt*l* 

\j might it be raid to be ereftti n bis Memfy 
Vt it wet« fa Comment fcpfln his e*ceHeat H*i£ 
fftas: WhkSh,fctfWafit Of futh filuftratiOn* gttrt* 
*very Iky toft phsfeGfag to hi* Rttdetty wfc> 
lofe half his Wit and Pleafantry, while they aie 
ignofaht of thi Fa&* ht <&u<te| to. I own, ic 
grows daily more difficult to perform this Dip 
ty to old Authors) and th&efoi* the lulim 
lay, that a Comment ought to be Made whsQ 
the Work does not need k t. For that it will tat 
iifcpoflible to Make one WlttQ it doc*. 

But it has been d&tAttWti ioioog us* tllrtx* a 
falfe D&eae^ to Condemn and depttciaoe this 
kind of Criticifm. Pedant aftd Commentator hav* 
fcten hitherto totiftdercd a$ Terms fynoaymoti* 
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Weak and idl* Cavilling! If it be the Poet** 
jufteft Boaft to confer tttfnal Praife upon He* 
roes, bt fueh as ate the Worthy Subjefts of their 
Lays, it Is ho left meritorious in the Critick 
wfco pitfetves thfe Writings of thefe Pttett, a*4 
by i gtateful Retribution gives them Jmmortt* 
lityin ttotMm. ^ 

F6t my Pirt, 1 think the Writings of R*6fc ! 
great Men as have done Honotn- to the Nafcita* 
they lived in, 60ght to "be kept 4nd regarded 
with the fame Cait as is ufuatly taken m pte* 
fcrvingthe Works of a great Matter* either Sta 
Painting or Sculptm. Accidental tfrafiures* bt 
incommodious Ait, 'ate the Mifchiefc whieh 
threaten the Materials of thofe Pieces, ani 
therefore, With alt Diligence, to be avoided J 
incorfeA Editions and bad Qlbftb, are the fame 
jjtnfcmies to W&*k$ of Wit^ahd therefore eOual* 
ly to be guarded againft ! And tho* it often nap* 
pens that a maim*d Statue, or * Fragment of i 
Poem, beet>me$ bttter lik'd, and is of more V*« 

lue. than perhaps the entire Piece Would be$ yt$ 

the Regret which Men ftd idt what they imagine 
they have loft, makes all that fort of Pleafore im* 
perfect, efpecially if it be the Work of a great 
Matter, in which to have the moft minute o* 
trifling tart defee'd or obfcur*d, is to his A3* 
inirers ah if repayable Misfortune. This Opinio* 
is confefs'd by all Countries* in the Cafe they 
take about the Writings of their great Genius's, 
and has been as good as allowed at home. Since 
We can remember to have feen two of the tnott 
ingenious Men of Out Age, at lcaft nomindli 
employ 'd inprgferving Sbakefpear from thelfcui 
of Time $ tho* their Suecefc in it is a Proof that 
they either wanted Capacity, ** did n*c Jay it 
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out upon this Task $ and that the greatcft Genius 
is not always Qualified for the be ft Commentator, 
To fuppofe mat the greateft Poet in this Age 
is the only fit, or fitted Perfon,. to revife the 
Sheets, and corre£fc the Prcfc, when the greateft 
Poet of the laft is new published, is every whit 
as whimfical and abfurd, as to imagine that no. 
body but the beft Sculptor living is proper to 
dig the Ground under which lie bury'd the Re* 
mains of the beft antique Statues, 

I have been thrown into thefe Thoughts^ by 
comparing a Book lately publifhed call'd Shake* 
Jbear Refiored. with the late Edition of that Poet 
fct forth by Mr. Pope j in the former what Dili* 
gence and Accuracy is to be found, in the latter 
what Carcleflfrefs and Ignorince. Till I read 
Pope's Work I hardly thought Shakefpear want- 
ed a Commentator $ till I read Theobald \ X 
(carcely believ'd he would ever find 3 good oney 
I heartily wifh for the Delight of the prefent 
Age, for the Inftru&ion of Pofterity, and for 
the Honour of the Author, that we may fee 4q 
Edition of Shake ffear come from that able Hand} 
or if he is to be prohibited that Task, that he 
would transfer his Care to the Prefervation of fome 
other of our old Bards, as there are fome of them 
who (land in need of fuch a Prop to their decaying 
Fame. And ft muft be obferved, that fuch a 
Critick as this might bring the Name of a Com- 
mentator into the Repute which it has loft by 
the dull and ufclefs Pedantry of fome Pretenders 
to it. Such a Gentleman, and none but fuch, 
ought to republifh an old Writer, fince it is in his 
Power to make Reprifals upon his Author % and to 
receive as much Glory from him as he gives to him. 

Sep. 3, 1716, . 
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FA B L E has been always reckoned among the 
principal Arts of Inftru&ion. The Method 
of conveying Leflbns of Pra&ice through this 
delightful Conduit, as it began almoft withth* 
World, fo is it like to continue in Eftccm till 
the End of it. I am of opinion that you ap- 
prove of this Way $ and therefore venture to 
recommend to you the following Story : which* 
I think, has all the Advantages of a Fable, tho' 
I am allured it is in all its Circumftances a 
Truth- 

» * 
NOT many Miles Weft ward of this great 
Metropolis, lived fome Years ago an elderlv 
Gentleman, of an ample Fortune, a found Mind, 
^nd as much good Humour as we ever find at- 
tending upon Fifty Six. Let us call him Pam- 
jpfo'/uSj and his young Wife Sabina. She was 
the Daughter of a neighbouring Gentleman, 
blcfis'd with all the Advantages ot Youth, Beauty, 
and Education > {he had fo many good Qualities, 
that he look'd upon her as the Gift of Heaven, 
and the Reward of a former Life well fpent 5 
he confider'd her as his Guide and Affiftant 
through the latter Part of his Pilgrimage, and 
hop'd by her to be laid* down quietly at the End 
of it. Jealoufy, the common Infirmity of Old 
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Met)) never got Entertainment in his Thought, 
trhat thro' the Decency of hen Behaviour^ 
what thro 9 the Strength of his Underftanding. 
To add to this Happinefs* fee had within half 
a Mile a Neighbour^ who agreed with him in 
Age, Inclination, and Underftanding. They had 
been Friends and Sskgo^ffcllows, had ran thro* 
the World together, and now were equally Cen- 
fible of thQ Benefits and Advantages of a retir'd 
JL,i&. Th& Friend, wh$ wa* a widower* bad 
a a only Son^ juft returned from making the Tour 
of Jfytrofei WTiich he had undertaken after Emitt- 
ing his Studies at Leytkn. Leandtr (for fa we 
will call him) became prefently the DeHght of 
Pamj>bilus\ and indeed, the YQUng Man's Ac- 
complHhments very ve)l ji*ftified the Old onrt 
Approbation, Leander was a Man of great Parts $ 
he had a ready Wit, a good Memory and a 
finooth Elocution} great EmbeHifhments the(e. 
to that Learning and Obfervarion which he had 
acquir'd from his Studies and Travels ;. He fed, 
beudes, more Virtues than are generally thought 
confident with fhe Warmth of Youth $ he was 
inodeft, fober, moral, and religious. Alt theft 

Sood Qualities fo indear'd him to the Old Qen- 
eman* that he could hardly bear hir Abfence * 
arid as he few bimfqlf in no likelihood of feav-* 
ing Children of his own, he prefcritly deter- 
min'd that Leander ihotjld fucceed hira in his 
Eftate, which was confiderntble. fya?ultr\Gr2r 
titude, a* well aj Intereft, oblig'd him to be very 
obfervant of Pamphilus^ and to ftijdy the Means 
of pleafing him : Ip order to this, he ipaft be 
continually at his HbujTc j wh^re he Qnter ? d imp 
feveral innocent Converfationj whh S<tbin*i whorit 
he had been acquainted with from herlnfiuicy. 

There 
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There is a Charm in the Conver&tktfi of * W*< 
man of good Senfe, which engages us in an u$y 
common Manner* even while we arefttr* we have 
bo Defign upon her Beauty > This Leander felt ) 
he Hk'd above all things the Difcourfes of JSakfr 
na % tho 1 his own Medefty, as well a& hisRegar4 
for Pampbilusy would never admit him to thinfc 
of attacking her Virtu*. To be fhort, he guard* 
ed himfelf againft Love, hut could not, thro 9 a 
frequent Converfe, help diftingui&ing her fron* 
other Women by a Liking * or* if you plesfffc 
he entertained the fciftett Frkndftup for her. 
What her real Thoughts were he knew not * 
for as fhe never made Advances towards Love, 
4b fhe never refufed the Friendship he offer'4, 
but feern'd perfe&lry fatisfied with in * infomuch, 
that one Day, after a good deal, of innocent 
Chat upon fundiry Subjects, he ventur'd to asfc 
her how fhe intended to difoofe of herfelf after 
the Death of Pamfbilu^ whom fhe was. ia aU 
likelihood to furvive ? She fetching a Sight *flr 
4wer'd, that <* fhe hop'd never to Tee th&t J)m 
** lilt if her ill Stars fhould brine it about,, me 
«* thought no body fo defcrying her Perfon and 
* 4 Fortune as Leander^ if he thought themworth 
** his Acceptance. 

This was a Compliment that furprifed hioi •$ 
but upon Recollection (as he was confeiou* <jf 
his own Virtue) he faw no harm in receiving it- 
He exprefs'd his Gratitude for the Prejudice in 
his Favour, and gave her to underftand he 
would expert her Promife. Upon which fhe 
prefentlv renew'd it with a moft folemn Oath * 
which me alfo obliged him to give her, that he 
would accept of her 5 and further, that he wouW 
not till that Day came* cither contract Marriage 


5 

or 
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or other Familiarity with any Woman whatf6* 
ever. 

During the Time that was neceflary to com* 
pleat this, to be fure a great many harm lets Free- 
doms and innocent Familiarities muft have paffed 
between this Pair of Friends $ which however 
the cenforious World did not fuffer to go un- 
commented upon : They join'd together the Ideas 
6£ Pampbilus's Age and Sabina's Youth ; to which 
they added, thofe of Leamler's Merit, and his fre- 
quent Accefs to her % and from all thefe fprung 
a Scandal, that to the undifcerning Neighbour- 
hood feemed to want no better Evidence. Lt- 
ander's Father was the firft of the two Familid 
that heard of it : Immediately upon which bt 
lent for his Son ; demanded with what Truth it 
was aflerted, that he had defiled the Bed of 
Pamphilus ? The Anfwer was fuch as . fatisfied hitA 
of his Son's and Sabina's Innocence * but, how- 
ever, to prevent the Mifchief which Rumour 
might occafion, he charged him upon his Blef- 
fing, no more to frequent the Howe of Pdmpbi* 
lus, but either to repair to London, or if he liked 
Retirement better, to fome diftant Part of the 
Country. 

Leander obey'd : He came to London, where 
almoft every Week he received Complaints of 
his Abfence from Pamphilus, and frefh Invitati w 
ons to repeat his Vifits * to which he always re- 
turned in Excufe the Negotiations which de- 
tained him * but never promised any thing. He 
had not been more than fix Months in Town, 
when by Accident he met in the Street a Girl, 
who had formerly been Maid to Sabina, but now 
as it appears was difcarded : He could not ne- 
gle& tnis Opportunity of learning News from 

the 
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the Eamily* in which he had fuch an Inrercftj 
fo took the GirHnto the next Tavern : where* 
after fhe had atffwerfd him all his Queftions,; 
whether through Spite to her Miftrefs, or Af- 
ft&ion to hiitt, is not material; fhe went on in 
this manner : " H am forry, Sir y to find you 
c *' talk fb well of iiiy Lady v who I* aflure you 
<c deferves it not from you. r know the old Gen- 
c * tlemaa love&artd regards you as a; Man of Me* \ 
<c rit^as my Lady^ pretended to do in Comglaifancte 
c < to him 5 h know how far your Familiarity* 
«* with her proceeded, and know you undid youVt 
** felf by proceeding no farther. You rcmem* 
c * ber thfe* young* Gentleman whom you intro~- 
4< duced into the Acquaintance of that Family * 
«* h thirtfc you^ ftid lie had been your Fellow- 
c * Traveller and Fellow-Collegian 5 that Gentle-* 
4 ^ man waswifor* he had the Subftance, you butt 
" the Shadow, of my Lady's Aflfe&ions. In* 
c€ fWort, you grew latterly tofc like a Spy upon* 
€ * her* when, ihe had other Bufineft to mind y 
c « therefore was the Slander raised by my Means, 
««■ but by my Lady's Order : It had the Effeft 
4 « deiired, though not in the Way fhe propo* 
*• fed j what was your* own A&fy (he hoped> 
c * would be her Husband's Orders. But now 
4 « all's well. You may make- what ufe of this 
«* you pkafe^ for I know nothings which binds 
c « me to keep the Secret." Alrhough he could 
not aflford any great degree of Credit to this 
Narration, yet it is not eafy to imagine theDif* 
quiet and Diftra&ion it gave his Thoughts. He 
{petit fome Days in this reftlefs Condition, when 
he receiv'd a Letter from old Pamphilm^ com- 
plaining of his Abfence^ inviting him a«ne\v 5 
and requefting earneftly to fee him, though -in the 

O mod 


♦ 


mbft private manner, and for the fhorteft Tina* 
poffible \ for that he was going to make a Dif* 

{)ofition of his Eftate, in which Leander was near* 
y concerned. Leander, tho' he had the ftri&eft 
regard to all his Father's Commands, yet upon 
this Occafion, to oblige the old Gentleman* and 

five a Turn to the Anxiety of his own Thoughts* 
e refolved to trefoafi a fittle upon them j and 
* therefore writ to Pampbilus r that on a certain 
Evening he would wait on him at the Back" 
Gate of his Houfe, and fpend the Remainder of 
the Night there* provided his coming might be 
a Secret to every one but the Servant who bort 
this Meffage. This was agreed to. He came) 
was privately let in> and received by the Old 
Man with all the Fondnefs and Endearments of 
a Parent 5 to whom he prefently confefc'd the 
true Reafons of his abfenting himfelf, enforced 
by his Father's Commands, which Pampbilus en* 
tirely approved of) and after much pleating 
Convention and proper Refrefhjnents* condufr 
ed him to an Apartment, from whence, as it was 
agreed, he might moft conveniently get out be- 
fore the Servants or Family were ftirring. Thus 
difpofed of, he found no Inclination to fleet)'* 
and being near the Chamber which Sabina uied 
on thofe Nights in which flie lay apart from 
her Husband, and knowing this to be one of 
thofe Nights, he refolved with himfelf to fee her 
for the laft Time, as well to give her his Rea- 
fons for Abfence, as to advertife her of the In- 
jury done her by her Servant, which the Ten- 
dernefs he had for her determined him to do. 
He left his Chamber in order to put his Refo- 
lution in a£fc \ he trod foftly till he came to her 
Door s and there liftening to learn if ihe was in 

Bed 
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Bed or afleep, for in that cafe he purpofed not 
to difturb her, to his great Surprize he heard 
two diftind Voices come from her Bed, and pre* 
fently by a fclofer Attention perceived hers and 
that of his Friend, whom the Chamber-maid had 
mentioned. He governed his Rage, till he.heard 
Words of fuch a tender Import as left him no 
room for doubt $ in fine, he heard and was con*, 
vinced of more than is proper to be defcribed: 
He ran to his Room For his Sword, with a full 
Intent to be revenged On both the deceitful 
JMiftrefs and the falie Friend * but by the time 
that he had grop'd it out (for he had put out 
the Light before) Refle&ion caught hold of him, 
and in a little time {hewed him the fatal Confe- 

Juences of fuch a Refolution. Now was his 
'eace blown up; Sleep. was not to be thought 
of 3 he fpent the Remainder df the Night in 
traverfing the Chamber with a Mind mil of 
Anxiety, and at the firft glimmering of Light 
ftole away and came to London * where, by re- 
flecting on the Vows he had made, the Condition 
he was bound to of never marrying or knowing 
any other Woman, the abfolute Promife of ma- 
king her his Wife whofe FaUhood he knew; and 
a latent Tendcrnefs he ftill had for her, he fell 
into a high Fever, which was foon attended by 
fuch a Delirium, as made his Friends give avct 
all Hopes of his Recovery.. However, by the 
Skill and Care of his Phyficians, he at length 
got through it ; and as . foon as he was tolerably 
well, acquainted his Father with a Refolution he 
had taken of going again to Travel, but con* 
eealed from him a firm but fecret Intent never 
to retiirri. His Father confented j and after all 
Things were prepared* ftiowed him the Fitjnefs 
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of taking Leave o£ Pamphilus and his Family 
which hi tho* unwillingly fubmitited do. His 
Father and he went and dined there* and during 
the Prefence of iStfbVwa.vifible:Sftdilej6 (at upoa 
his Face) which. was! attributed to Socrow for 
parting. The, Old Maivbtafied him, and Show- 
ed : him all the Marks of Jftoadnefs imaginable at 
taking Leave : Hot nothing was £nual to\SahiM& 
Behaviour > flic hung upon his Neck,: wept in 
his Bofom, , wrung tier Hands^ and < tore, her 
Hair. To all which * he made rtsx other Anfwer* 
than by Aiding aJlk of iPapcr into her Hand; 
which as fooa.ash* wa» gone, fee opened, aad 
found to contain a Relation of sill their Vows and 
Fondnefs, and a full Difcovcry of her Tieachery, 
with a proper Refentmcnt> o* jfc* which was the 
Caufc of his TVavelling, and his jWolution nevef 
to return* The Evidence he gave was fo ftrong^ 
and his Refenttnent fo forcibly expreffed, that, 
added to her own Confcioufnefe, it d^ove her 
into a moft defpprate Frenzy * ofi which in a few 
Days fhe died: at which time the Paper was 
found, and Letters difpatched after Leander^ who 
had not vet got to Gravefend s with the News. 
Upon which he returned,, was kindly received 
by Patnphilus \ who, in Admiration o£ his noble 
Difpofition, refolvcdno more to marry, but pit* 
fently fettled the whole Eftate upon him > which 
he enjoys at this Day, and is now a venerable 
Old Gentleman, enriched with a Number of 
Grand-children, from, one of whom I had this 
Story. 

Q8ob. zp, 1716 Tours, &c. 
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I Lately met with a fcanddlous Advertifement 
in one of thfe Evening Papers, which gave me 
ffto fmall Offence. It was, as near as I can re- 
member, fso this JEffeft: Juft fuUifhed^ Gufis of 
Impotence and Divorce^ in Six Volume s y by Sir 
Element Wearg, Km. hteSokciPor^General. Such 
an Infiilt upon the Memory of the Dead, ought 
-never to be forgiven by the { Community of which 
he was a Membbf. What avails it to a Man's 
-Fame, to have had Virtue, Learning, and Parts, 
"in- his Life 5 if, as foon as he hath left the World, 
it (hall be in the 'Power of an abandoned Man 
to blaft his Refutation by a Trick like this $ to 
ittiake a Perfon poffe&'d of the moft excellent 
-Qualities, pkfs for the Author of an impertinent 
-Work, which no good Man would read, arid 
Done but a j bad Man eould write? I heartily 
hope, that Sir Clement's Relations will make his 
Memory fuch Reparation, .as the Laws in the 
tPuniihmetit of the Offender can afford 5 or if 
They fliouldbegled it, I think thePubUck dught 
to undertake it: for k is a common Gtufe. Se- 
veral Gentleman have been' already treated in the 
fame Mannefc, by fuch Outlaws to Virtue and 
-good Senfe* and no one knows whofe Turn it 
may be next. 

It was led by this into fome Refje&ions upon 

Baokfelltrs of ftys Stamp, and the various M«-> 
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thods they have of impofing upon the Towiu 
Mr. Locke was wont to wy, u That he never coi^d 
« refift the Force of a Title-Page artfully drawn 
cc up j and that he had been led into the reading 
i c of an infinite Number of bad $ooks, by rt\e 
<c fpecious Appearance of the Front. " I am fare, 
the Man that is not well acquainted with the Ar- 
tifice, muft have very little natural Curiofity, 
who can reftrain himfelf from throwing away 
his Time and his Money upon thej Variety of in- 

fenious Entertainments, which our Prints inform 
im he may find at the Shops of certain Bpok- 
fellers. 

Selling one and the fame Book under great 
Variety of Titles* is a Deceit fo well known, 
that it is almoft exploded * and thofe Traders, 
who find thcmfelves under the Neceffity of 
printing a new Title-Page to put off Wafte- 
Baper, very rarely now-a-days make any other 
Alteration in it, than by adding Two or Three 
unmeaning Words, which the Town is to take 
for the Marks of a Second* or fbird Ed*tion y m& 
Corre&ians and Amendments, or Additions and 
Enlargements : But Men muft at once be very 
fond of Learning, and exceedingly ignorant of 
it, if fuch Pra£fcices can fucceed. 

Another Artifice, often pra&is'd, is the pyb- 
lifhing Books under a falfe Name. Thofe who 
are guilty of it judge, that an Author's Name is 
4 great Embelhfliment to a Title-Page. Our 
Cuilomers, fay they, will conclude the Book 
ifcorth nothing, if no body owns it > and fo pre- 
fently a fi&itious Name, or. an imaginary Title, 
is introduced. Thus the moll inconuderablc 
Writer fhall either become another Perfon* or 
he hirafejf digtufy'd with the Title of * Knight, 
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a Captain, or at Icaft a Squire. But the more 
frequent Fraud is, to invent the Name, as well 
as the Dignity, of the Writer 5 and there are 
now Numbers of Authors, poflefs'd of a good 
Share of Fame, read with Pleafure, and won- 
droufly thought of by feveral courteous Readers, 
who have not fo much as. a Being in Rerum Na- 
turd. A good Hint this, to the real Authors who 
pant fo greedily after Glory. Let them confider* 
that a bare Name, jn whiqh they will after Death 
be as little concerned as, if they had never wore 
it r is all that can receive thofe Honours which 
they hope to reap from their Works, 

This Pra&ice, if it went no farther than the 
Fi&ion of a Name, or the Invention of a Cha-» 
ra&er, would be only foolifh and idle 5 but as it; 
is carry'd on, it becomes bad and immoral. How 
often are the Works of fuch Anonymous Authors 
of no Merit, afcribed to fome Dead Men of 
Reputation? An Injury both to the Writer and 
the Reader. How often impofed upon the 
World, as the Produ&ions of fome Living Gen* 
tlemen, whofc Fame is univcrfally allowed? 
What a Burden of fuch Stuff does the celebrat- 
ed Do&or Swift's Name labour under? By 
the Number of their W ritings, there ought to 
be at leaft Three Mr- Pope's y and for Mr. Gay, 
they have hatch'd a Kinfman and a Namefake^ 
from whom he cannot defend himfelf J oh n 
'and Joseph unluckily beginning with the fame 
two Letters, the jpdicipus BoQkfeller puts them 
down, and adds G a>y to them. Thus the real 
Poet is unhappily toiling hard so raife a Repu- 
tation, which the Phantom is pulling down as 
faft. I fcyPbantm} for tho* Mr. Joseph Gay 
be. % very voluminous Author, yet op. ope living 
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can bring any -manner of Proof that there is x>x 
over was any fuch Writer really in being. 

But the News-Papers are the Places where we 
meet with the moft pompous Parade of Invention, 
by way of Afoertijkmmt. Certain it is, that the 
great Extent and Fullnefs of this City, render it 
impoffible for any Thing to be publickly and 
thoroughly known, but in this Manner j and 
therefore our Papers are often fo crowded with 
tfhefe publicfc Notices, that feveral of theme- 
fcape the moil difcerning Eye. Numbcrleis Me- 
thods are invented by our ingenious AAvertifen, 
to preferve their Labours from this Obfcuritys 
but the Bookfellers, of whom I am talking, feem 
to have it moft in their Power. A Greek Matt* 
attra&s the Eye ftrangely ; Latin not altogether 
fo well -, but a Couplet of Engtijh Ferfes draws ki 
all manner of Readers. Thdle are but innocent 
Artifices -, but when * Notice of this kind con- 
tains more than is m die Title«<Page, perhaps k 
the whole Book, it ought to be confider'd as au 
Impofition, and the Tradefman who dares com- 
mit fuch a Fraud ought to be diftinguitfiMtohis 
Infamy, from his Brethren. 

For my part, I have always Made it a Rule, 
and I can't fay that I have bectt often decciVd, 
(to judge of Books by the Manner inwhidhifee 
chem adrertis'd. If I fee great and pompous 
Endeavours us*d in the Prints, to raife the Expec- 
tations of the World, I generally am fatisified 
with condemning the Bookfeller, and defpifing 
the Author, who can join in making fuch low 
court to the Vulgar. I believe, the World, at 
kaft the undcrftanding Part of it, agree wi«h ®e 
in this j and I think, as Truth is for ever the fame, 
it was always and always will be the Motion of 

Men 
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Men of Senfc. Whoever looks into the Writings 
ofMr.Prjw»w,will find his Title-Pages generally 
amount to Abridgments of his Books j while 
thofe of Mr. Selden have but a few tfgnificanc 
and expreffive Words in their Front, which more 
emphatically fhew their Value : or, to come down 
to a more familiar' Iriftoneej the Title M'Crufoi's 
Adventures -may pais for a Table of Contents, 
while that of C 'apt. GttUiver's is fo ihort, thai is 
can be adveitis'd in two Lines. 

Navm. 12. fp.fi. 
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MANY ,and almoft infuperable are the Dif- 
ficulties which the Writers of this Age 
are to encounter with, at leaft that is the Cafe 
of fuch as deal in the Drama * who, tho' they 
are generally thought, and perhaps with fomc 
Truth, the grcateft Gainers by their Inventions* 
yet meet with fo many Obftacles in the Purfuit of 
their Studies, as may, upon the whole, lay them 
level with the others in every Thing but empty 
Reputation, and thePleafure, iffo thought, of 
being more particularly known. 

This Propofition will be readily confefled by 
fuch as confider the Difficulty of tracing Mens 
Manners to their Springs j the Eafe a poetical 
Mind ought to feel while engaged in a long 
Work > the Labour and Study neceflary to com- 
pleat it j to fay nothing of the Genius and Edu- 
cation which ought to be laid out on the 
Man who can well difcharge himfelf of fuch a 
Task. But befides all thefe, when a Gentle- 
man, furnifhed with thofe Advantages, and that 
Application which can make them ufeful, has 
laid out his Pains and Time, at leaft a Year's 
Study, to finifh fuch a Performance, he has not 
done half his Work : He then has the Player* 
to confult, a Set of People, for th£ moil Part* 
disfurnifhed of all thefe Qualifications, yet, nc- 
verthelefs, the only and abfolute Judges of him 
yid his Piece. After a Year's Delay, perhapi 
more, at one Houfe, (I fpeak what we have ma* 
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ay Tnftanccs of) he applies to the other, where 
he is, in fome Time after, received, his Work 
exhibited, and if it proves very excellent, and 
he has good Luck, by ijnportuning his Friends, 
and foliciting People of Quality, after three or 
four Years fpent in Attendance, he may get five 
hundred Pounds, as a full and ample Reward 
for an innocent Application of Talents, which, 
if ipalicioufly or enthuiiaftically employed, might 
fubyprt a Religion, and unhinge a Copftitution. 

This J think fufficiept to obviate the com- 
mon Notion, that Dramatick Poets have now 
better Encouragement than ever. I am per- 
iwaded that in the Reign of King Charles II. 
when every Writer that could produce Senfc, 
*nd really fome who could not, might have * 
Play a&ed once a Year, and take for the Pro- 
fits fifty, threefcore, or a hundred Pounds, ac- 
cording to its Merit, with very little Trouble 
in making Intereft, as they term it -, Poets lived 
happier than now, when, as I faid, three or 
four Years arc to be fpent in Idlenefs, probably 
in Penury the fure Attendant of it, before they 
can acquire a Sum fo insignificant, that the 
meaneft of genteel Profeffions would think the 
Time loft. 

I hope I an> not underftood as laying thefc 
Jnconveniencies to the Charge of our Nobility - 
and Gentry ? No, I think them more polite, 
more learned, and more generous, than any pre- 
ceding Age ever faw : But fuch is the Tyranny of 
a few infolent Fellows, who have the Play-. 
houfes under their Dire&ion, and batten upon 
the Labours of better Men than themfelves, 
that even their Patrons cannot be obliged by 
tfiem. It is natural to fylankind to love Va- 
riety; 
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riety * and yet thefe Men t*p*& the "Wotto 
{hall ran twelve or fourteen Vears after Enter- 
tainments, which, tho* ever fa delightful) muft 
needs cloy by frequent Repetition. To this 
Love of Novelty we owetne vift Indulgence 
which filly Harlequinades' h^t lately met Wkh: 
To the fame Define of Change the Iritroctoaidh 
of Italian Strollers, who only add fome ■articu- 
late Nonfenfc to Drollery and Trick Woife than 
Luri%. Could it be elfe poffible, that a polite 
Set of People, who read and Mtnitt JMdifw 
now dead, and rewarded his Merit when li vine, 
ihould delcend to encourage TSaotick Jack-Pucf 
dings with large Subfcriptiofts, and tacitly per- 
mit Men of Parts to ftarve, whofe only ^Fault is 
being their Countrymen? Could! fay 'any Peo* 
pie have done fo, who had read the folio wiqg 
Account given by that great Man in his Tra- 
vels, in the Chapter of renice, unlefs the Trou- 
ble of bringing Pools to Rcofon had been more 
than they could feparately undertake, or jointly 
cared to do. 

The Comedies that I faw at Vtnlce y or in- 
deed in any otter Part of Italy ^ are very hh 
" different, and more lewd than thofe of other 
" Countries : Their Poets have no Notion ef 
" genteel Comedy, and fill into the malt filthy 
€< double Meanings imaginable, when they have 
** a Mind to make their Audience merry. There 
cc is no Part generally fo wretched as that of 
" the fine Gentleman, especially when he con- 
" verfes with his Miftrefs* for then the whole 
" Dialogue is an infipid Mixture of Pedantry 
" and Romance. But 'tis no wonder that the 
" Poets of fo jealous and referved a Nation, 
*' fail in fuch Oonverfations on the Stage, as 
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c< thfcy have no Patterns of iii Nature. There 
" arc four (landing Chara&crs which enter in-- 
c * to every Piece that comes on' the Stage, the 
*' Do&pr, Harkqmn y Pant alone ^ and Coviello* 
ThcDoftor's Ghara£tercomprehendsthc whole 
Extent of a Pedant, that with a deep Voice, 
and a magisterial Air, breaks in upon Con* 
ver&tion, an ^ drives down all before him* 
every thing he fays is back'd with Quotations 
out of Galen, Hippocrates, Plato, Virgil, or 
any Author that rifes uppermoft > and all An- 
fwers from his Companions are looked upon 
as Impertinences or Interruptions. Harlequin's 
Part is made up of Blunders and Abfurdities : 
He is to miftakc one Name for another, to 
forget his Errands, to (tumble over Queens, 
" and to run his Head againft every Poft that 
c< ftands in his Way. This is all attended. with 
<c fomething fo comical in the Voice and Ge- 
cc ftures, that a Man who is fenfible of the Fol* 
cc ly of the Part, can hardljr forbear being plea* 
cc fed with it. Pantalone is generally an old 
<c Cully, and Coviello a Sharper. 

Thus far Mr. Addifon ; and if he fays any 
Thing that may be favourably conftrued of 
them, it muft be confidered that he faw them 
at Home, where they were beft* but how would 
his Indignation have rifen if he had lived to fee 
dull Strollers from thence invited hither \ and 
for them that Theatre deferted, which he had 
fo honoured and adorned ! 

His abfolute Contempt of them appears more 
fully in the following Quotation, which fuc- 
ceeds what I have cited before. 

c< I have feen a Tranflation of the Cid afted 
cc at Bolonia, which would never have taken, 

" had 
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" hid they not found a Place in it for rhefe 
u Buffoons." 

And yet fuch Entertainments are the Relief 
our Nobility and Gentry are forced to fly to, from 
tfacTreatment of arrogant home-bred Players, who 
might every Year have given them Variety of 
good Senfe and Poetry, if they had taken half 
to much Pains to bring it in as they have td 
keep it out- / 

November 16, 1710*. 
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Of the Dialogue of 

Comedy. 

Creditor * ex medh quia Res arcejjit^ habere 
Sudoris minimum, fid babet Comcedia, tanto 
Plus Oncris, quant o Penia minus—— Ho A. 

THERE is no Species of Poetry which 
our Criticks fo frequently compliment us 
with an Excellence in, as that of Comedy. The 
Englijh Mufe has, they fay* in that Part outdone 
not only all the Moderns, but even the Ancients* 
I am afraid, upon a ftri& Examination, this 
•won't amount to an exa& Truth. It was at firft 
the Saying of fome Writer, who did not nar- 
rowly fearch into the Nature of Comedy > and 
we nave fince as inconfidcrately adopted it for 
the general Senfe, by way of Compliment to 
our Country, It is beyond doubt, that our Co* 
medy ought, to be the Beft in the World, be- 
caufe our great Variety of Chara£fcers furnifhes 
us with the beft Materials * but I fear that our 
Poets, thro* want of Skill or Tools, don't al- 
ways fhew themfelves to be, the beft Workmen. 
After advancing this bold Conje&ure, I ex- 
pert to hear the Clamour of a Multitude, who 
will take it ill to be difturbed in Opinions which 
they have fo long and implicitly aflented to, 
that they won't comprehend the Force of any 
Objections againft them ; But I hope, as in this 
Age the Liberty of free Debate has prevailed in 

Matters 
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Matters more momentous thai* this can be, I 
Shan't be refufed the Privilege of fhewing the 
World my private Sentiments, and enforcing 
them with luch Reafons as I apprehend may 
make them uoiverial Notions* especially* when 
they will find that for this Time, I only intend 
to make Obfervauons upon die Dialogue of mo* 
dern Comedy. 

Plat q and L u ciia*r are recommended to 
us by* the Learned* as perfect Models in their 
federal. Ways- o£ Dialogue- They are allowed 
always to have written what the Chara&ers they 
drew would have fpoken, in the; fame Circunv 
(fences as they reprefcnt them * with only this 
Difference, that Writing is. always prefumed to 
be more correct: and elegant them extempore 
freaking* I hare always eftcem^d it an eflenrial 
Quality in Dialogue to have either Bwfinefs do* 
ing, an Argument to manage^ or a -Tale to tell * 
without fome of thefe, it is but talking fop talk- 
ing fake, and can no more plcafe in Writing 
than in common Life. Suppofing ic granted, 
that a good Dialogue ought to have one or more 
of there Points to purrae; it will follow, that 
the entire Negleft of them, impertinent Digreft 
iions from them, or aiming at them in a manner 
inconfiftent with the Chara&er of the Speaker, or 
Nature of the Subjeft, are all Vices in this land 
of Writing > and that where-evcr any Conven- 
tions are obtruded upon us for Dialogues^ replete 
with thefe Circumftances, they- ought to lofo 
that Name, and be more properly and juftly 
(Hied the Monologues of the Author* 

Will then the Dialogues of our moftappiauded 
Comedies ftand this Teft? They* confift of no 
one Bufinefc, nor of a tingle Manner of treating 
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iti They arc a Sort of Oglio, made up of Si- 
mile, Repartee, Comparifon, Chit-Chat, Snip- 
Snap Wit^ arid moral Sentence, the Lord knows 
how jumbled fogeth'er : The Poet nfeither minds 
his Characters nor Subje&s j but when he begins 
a Scene, makes his Perfons fpeak all the Wit he, 
can finds and when his Stock is exhaufted, off 
they march, for as little Reafon as they came 
en j they came to play off their Reft of Wit^ 
and go as foon as 'tis done. Ben Johnson: 
in one of his- Prologues^ feems to value himfclf, 
ind upbraid lbme or his Cotempbraries, on this? 
Account j for, (kys he, / make Jeffs for my Scenes j 
while they make Scenes for their Jefts. Alas ! had 
he lived in thefe Days, what Bundles of ingenious 
Scenery muft he have met with, that dould fcrvc? 
for no other Ufe in Nature, than to dr£in thef 
Author's Common-Place Book. 

How moriftrous 2nd unnatural is ft to hear 
People upon the Stage, not only fpeaking bet^ 
ter than thdfe of ecjual Rank in Life, but utter- 
ing aSs much Wit in half an Hour, as the Poetf 
could think of in half a Year? An ingenious Fb* 
reigner, after obferving upon the fore'd Exprcfr 
lions, unnatural Flighcs, and grievous Affc&as. 
tion of Wit and Pbctry, whiefi tfr£ to be founa 
in the Dialogue of bur Cortedft^, fhews the Ab* 
fufdity 6f them by the fallowing juft Allufion; 
which, becaufe I fofget his Words, I muft b& 
forced to give in my own. <c Suppofe, fays he, # 
u ' (addrefling himfelf to his Friend in a Letter* 
<€ from hence) yourfelf at a Puppet-Shew $ and the 
* c bungling Manager, unable to tunc the Squea- 
*.* kcr properly, you every now and then hear 
€i tKft Squall of an human Voice, which con^ 
4t Vinces you that fortiethiflg' better than, Pup*- 
J P ««petf 


" pet* furniih a Part of the Eptortaiiwcnt. Thn 
« t$ pxa&iy tfo? Cafe of » Qom\ck Wfto- Hi* 
€< Bufiqefs is to fhew Jtfatijr? to thrift •, *9& 
tC bis A^ i* ih?wn when they ^r« petfwaded 
« that what they fee i$ foch : 1*ut wjien t tW 
<e want of Skill to ma$ag<* his Vqip fc you fm4 

* th*t h? himfejf, not; his Perfop% fpeafcs, pw* 
<c fpuly y ot^r Pleafyr? gaga 5 for jpw (fcccpoon 
" w?s thef>areirt of ypyr Pelight. " I agi afcpd) 
I wrong this ingenious Qegtlgpigp l>y n\y R* 
pypfcnt^tipft 0t fts Senf?* but I flvmjd wrpng 
rny Coqntrygien {nore, if I ftifled any Argument 
that {ions fp we}l c^lpu\atc4 to reftpre them te 
their Jaile. 

[' I h*ve qftsu heard »t (a}4 by fuofe ?s vpy!4 
C*cufe this Prafticc^ that 'ti$ a Fault pji the 
right Side, ajKl that tpa #mch Wit is a Vipewe 
ought not to complain of jq ? Poftt T^? tJu* 1 
KfCT| Th^t a fault i* a Faults s*nd t^jtif a 
♦opt has not Jiujgigept eqongh to mW%* hi» 
Wit«|h? hadbe^r have hfcp without it. Wit 
in a Wptpatu ha? bcjpn compared to Mettle iij 
i blin4 Horfc : I am £i?e, the Wit of fijcji 4 
Po^t; sn*fcc« a much, dojer Qppijftyifpp. Qegdes, 
it is qpt fo difficult, nor docs it *Vimc, fack * 
Gcwvs as feme people ioaagiac, tp ftrjpg togct 
thtr W? Sioiilies apd bald Com p^rifoBs^ius 
tfop Work pf Induftry and Memory,, not Fancy 
9* Judgment. Qne Qf the mpfl; applauded # 
oijr Coniick Writers, who, I ftipppfr, fell WW 

• this ^ay r^th?r iq CowpUaacij with the copimc* 

Taftfe t)m thrwgh his ova J»d#wwt t h** » 

« Utttf Tjeatiie upoa Hhwh^ giv^n us a fto* 
Receipt tp ftrifcp ovt that fort pf F^afentiy 
which artf$sfjrojn %hq Habit Qf Afle&atipp Q^ thf 

Cim&ei*- * It « w WQrcy f^$ he, tan to 

" col- 
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" colled the technical Terms of the Arts or 
" Sciences, which thejr are fuppofed to pra6tHe of 
w affe&j and throw them into Metaphors, Sirai- 
" lies. Companions, and Allufions, and the Thing 
" is done." Here's a Rule for Dialogue, un- 
known to the Cfofficks: And yet not only this 
Author himfelfj but moft of the fucceeding ones, 
have endeavour'd clofely to purfue ic j and have 
received Applaufe. in Proportion to the Degrees 
in which they came up to it. 

Let me add a Word more, concerning another 
Ornament of modern Dialogue, which has too 
often a very good Effect $ and that isj Bawdry. 
Moft of the applauded Playsj written before (he 
Year 1700, are furniihed with a quantum fufficit 
of this Stuff) which gave high Delight to a rude. 
Multitude: Bat I think we have latterly Scnfc 
enough to keep clear of fuch Ribaldry' We 
nave ftrip'd our Writers from fuch fcsndalous, 
Affiftancej though I believe the Mifcarrisge of 
feveral modern Productions has bees owing W 
the want of fo powerful an Auxiliary. 

Dectmitr 10, 171*. 
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Of the Solemnizing of 

Christmas. 

To &c. 
$ /#,. 

t 

\ 

np H E Day is at hand which the whole Chri* 


X ftian Wofld agree in chufine to pay 

Thanks onj for the greateft Bleffing that ever 
befel Mankind : Give me leave then to fhetf 
|ny particular Gratitude, by publifhing fbmt 
Tnoughts, properly arifing from the Day : A 
Day made famous* facred, and venerable* by 
the Birth of a King, a Prophet, and a God. 

Tho* it be a Point the furtheft from cfeaf, 
that our Saviour was born upon a Day, whofe 
Anniverfary exa&ly correfponds with the twenty- 
fifth of December 9 yet as it is a Day laid out by 
the Confcnt of the Body, qf Chrsftians, aad the 
Laws of our own Country, for the celebrating 
the Fcftival of his Nativity, I am of Opinion 
that no good Subject ought, upon any private 
Reafons of his own, difpute the Time of Solem- 
nizing it ; as I think no Perfon, without dis- 
claiming his own Benefit by the Merits of Chritt, 
or the Name of his Difciple, ought to refufe or 
negleft doing it in a proper Manner. By a pro- 
per Manner, I am fure I cannot be underftood 
m the Senfc that my Countrymen generally put 
in Pra&icc* neither finging of wanton Songs, 
. devouring of Sweet-Meats, nor revelling in i 

- " - L drunken I 
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drunken Debaucheries, ate a proper Way of re- 
joicing for the Birth of a Redeemer, who came 
for the Salvation of Souls, and whole Kingdom* 
as he fays himfelf, is not of this World. 

It is very unhappy that the Superftition of 
our Anceftors has given this facred Feftival fuch 
a Retinue of Holy-days, as they are called* an 
I nftitution. calculated to deftroy its own Ufc. , 
Sure the Service of God may be better promo- 
ted, by employing thofe Hands that are ncccf- 
fary to feed the Hungry, and cloath the naked, 
than, by giving them a Pretence for Idlenefs, 
authorize them to commit Riots, and deftroy 
the Parfimony of Months in a few Hours, (pent 
in Debauches \ which, befides the Offence to 
God, are a Grievance to Society * and whatever 
Corredion they may receive in another World, , 
are in this only the Forerunners of Repentance 
and Penury. * I would not here be thought to 
aflert, that the labouring Part of the People 
ihould go without their Pays of Indulgence, 
and Hours of Relaxation from Toil * but I think 
the Mofaical JLaw has amply provided for them, 
by allowing them % Seventn Day from Reft; a 
Commandment, which if it had been but meer- 
ly political, is not to be equalled in refpc& to 
its Commodioufnefs to Mankind, and the Com- 
fort and H^ppinefs it dr»ws upon Society. 

But befides thofe greater Enormities, there 
are feveral petty Abufes of this holy Anni verfary, 
committed, like the others, upon a Pretence of 
doing Honour to it > but which are fo far from 
it, as to be a Difgrace to tfae Chriftian Religion 
That idle Ceremony of adorning the Walls atyf 
Windows, of Houfes and Churches wjtb greeq 
fkrihe? .of J-aurel, Holly, and the like, it^ncjl 
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among the foremoft of fuch. It is a Hemhant 
of Pagafiifmi and, a$ fiich, has been condemned 
by a Council even in the Infancy of Ch rift unity: 
How it was introduced is eafy to guefs : When 
whole Cities or Nations were converted, foch 
was the Reoiiffhefs of their Paftors, as to requite 
no more from them than a general Profeflion of 
Faith, without attempting to abolifti their an- 
tient Cuftoms, tho' forne of them were dircftiy 
jnconfiftent with the Pkinncfs and Simplicity of 
the new Religion they embraced. I believe this 
is a pretty juft Way of accounting for moil of 
the ridiculous ana fuperftitious Ceremonies* 
which we find blended with the Devotion of 
the Chriftians abroad * and 1 muft add, disc 
fuch Thihgs joined to the florid and romaatick 
Notlohs of the prophane Philofophers, when 
it became their Intereft to receive Baptifm aud 
profeft Chriftianky, hate been the G wtmd-worfc 
of *fl the Errors and Schiftftatic&l: Dc&rrnu 
which thcChWchof J&mw* has cook'd up for her 
Votaries to fwallow j tho* I cannot leave this 
Stabjbft without applauding the Chriftian Zeal 
of ifhfc moderrt Pope*^ in refuting to allow thi 
MMft>nary : Jefiiits Permiffion to indulge tbeir 
Cbinefl Gomift* 4n their Inclinations, for in* 
graftibg the J rophafee Opinions of their Pfe'lo* 
jophcr Ctnfustm upon the facred Stock of the 
Cfuiftian Reftjgion. 

Perhaps I jftiay be thought idle for animal* 
* ertfcg upoi* the fuperftitious Fooleries of tte 
Vulgar, fiich as the Chfpmas^Mkfrfy and in the 
Country the CMJfa>as"B\oek j thb' w« have the 
Word of the venerable Bede, thar tfti* fort was 
a'Cufltom among thfc Heathen 9**ons % perform- 
ed atthe ftme Time of the Yea* & Honour of 

their 


7)&f SpECULATIST. %»\f. 

Gcxfc, and, by I knb* net What Care- 
kflhefs of their Converters* fuffeted to be trahf* 
planted into the Ghriftian Religion along with, 
them ; I fay, I may chance to be ceiifur d fot 
obferving this* Vhich* I confefs, would hardly 
deferve Notice, if the greateft Part of the Coun- 
try Paftors did net* inftead of leading theit 
Flocks aright, chefifli and encotftage t£eln ia 
fuch idolatrous Pra6fctee9. 

Another prophwie Guftom amongft the Pco* 
pie isi that of filing Carols coring this Idle-* 
nefs they are indulged in: We are told by the 
Advocates ibf thifr PYa&ice* that it was begun ixt 
Imitation of the Aftnels, who furig Gloria in ex* 
ftlfiS) &o> over the Gabbin Chrift Was bord in, ort 
f he Morniftg of his Birth 5 and that finging ii % 
proper Exprcfiion of the Joy we troght to feel oil 
fp btefled an Qpeafien. Without) coAtefting the 
Truth: of tfaefe Things ia not our Derdtidd 
ffiiferpibiy degenerated from Hymns bt Praife ttt 
Sengs at Waatofitaefe? And cah that Jdy bd 
acceptable t* Heivdn Which rifes in us frem the 
Fupaej of Ijtqaoft, tor the Gratification *f top 
ykious Af petkesf? 

: Some Peepl* think it an A#©f Religion fd 
ftaft in this $f*f<M& on particular. Viinds * while 
others, as rkfc^Utatt* think it an Abortikiatioff to 
touch theft. Neither to bd fine are in the right 
here * bttf they who think that Giutttfriy *irt b* 
fnethedised into Itatotkm* are Aloft ifi the wtfoftg; 
X will v**jtfe tto affiire my Readers, t\m ft<* 
Reafon CM btf drawn frctak ReKgk>fl» why fclt 
JFHfc cooWiflft ma^e a prepdr Cbrififnm Difcflfcy 
nor why Mnufd-Pyes and Pltttrtb^Pudditfgi 
woyld lift be a* good Food at Midflmmt. 
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The Cuftom of chafing King and Queen (eems 
fo hannlefc and inofienuve to moft People, that 
it may be dangerous to attack it* but fare no 
Body will pretend that it does not carry an Air 
of Levity, unbecoming the San&ity of the Sca- 
fon* a Number of young Folks of both Sexes 
drawn together upon this Occafion, highly feaft- 
ipg, luxurioufly drinking, indulging wanton E>if- 
courfe, and agitating the Blood by indecent Mo- 
tion, take a very improper Way of celebrating 
a holy Feftival* but what makes this Gambol 
more fcandalous is, that it is (as are moft of our 
Cbriftmas Tricks) an undoubted Offspring of the 
Sa tumatia of the Romans y who about the latter 
End of December in every Year gave their Slaves 
a Liberty for four or five Days of drinking and 
feafting, and placing all the mad Pranks they 
could think o£, in Honour of Saturn and thfe 
Golden Ace, when all Men were free, and Ma- 
iler and Slave were Names unknown. From 
this Pagan Inftitution, our Group of HolkUysi 
and all the monftruous Fooleries that are com* 
mitted on them, derive their Originals : Hence 
luxurious Feaftin£, hence chufing of Kings, and 
hence mumming of infamous Invention, and I 
am afraid hence comes it that our Cbriftmas ii 
carried fo far backwards into the Month of De- 
cember^ fiace, if we believe fome of the Fathers, 
the Night cm #hich our Saviour was born, was 
the fhorteft of the whole Year, which anfwers 
better to our tenth or eleventh of the Month, 
than to the twenty fifth > and thb* this may be 
attributed to the irregularity or Deficiency of 
the Julian Year, yet it according to the Grego- 
rian Scheme, we have hitherto miftaken but ele- 
ven Days, we fhall find it ftill put back three 
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or four, which is fufficicnt Foundation for this 
Gonjc&ure. 

But here I expeft to be interrupted with an 
Obje&ion, that fince the Wifdomof the Romans 
thought a Relaxation from Labour for feveral 
Days nepeflary for their working People, why 
;t ,may not be as proper among us $ on which I 
will only obferve, that we know of no hebdo- 
gpadal Days of Reft they had, as ours enjoy j 
and befides, this mad Feaft, at its firft Inftituti- 
on amongft them, lafted but one Day, tho 9 the 
Luxury and Degeneracy of the People, in pro- 
cefc of Time, extended it to four, five, artel fix, 
which Number we are not content with : The 
leaft we make of our Cbrijlmas is twelve Days* 
fome contend for twenty, while others, more de- 
bauched, are for ftrctcningit to Candlemas. 

Upon the whole, I hope it appears, that 
hone of thofe are the proper Methods of folem- 
nizing a holy Seafon * and that if this Day be 
diftinguiihed by any Excefs, it ought to be aa 
Excels of Sobriety, (if I may be allowed the 
Expreffion.) I am neither for deftroying Chear- 
falnefs, nor cftablifhing Failing and Mortifica- 
tion at this Timet I can't conceive any Pleafure 
Thefe can give God, nor any Offence That > but; 
I am clearly of Opinion, that the Devotion of 
a Glutton is fruitlels, and thfe Joy of a Drunkard 
fiftful. 

I am, SIR, 
Decern. 14. 1716. Torn* &c. 
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TRUTH, I am apt to beliAve, is not fe 
powerftfl and charming a Beauty* as the 
Mythologifts reprefent Her. The Number' bt 
Admirers, which her Rivals, Falfehood and Er- 
ror, have now, and in all Ages, (educed from 
her, gives Strength to my Opinion. But what 
jet more confirms it, is, that Hot a few of the 
Iboft finCere Lovers of Truth have doated on 
her for the Difguife of Falfehood which they 
found her in) that is, Cor certain ornamental 
>ings which {he wore ; unmoved and unaf- 

with her naked Charms... 

That fhe wants Power, sfopears from thd frc- 

? uent Ufe {he has made of tfee Aftftance of 
allehoodj. to recommend, herfelf to the Mini 
of Men. This muft be true, or elfc fte has had 
very bad Advocates, who hive ruined her Cau£ 
in endeavouring to fupport it, tfhtis the fup- 
pofcd A&s otPttotius Pilate^ the J&iftfcs of 2$ 
varus and Lcntnia^ and (eveM others of that 
Stamp* which by the moft acalous and judiciom 
Cri ticks aire allowed to be the pious Forgeries 
of the primitive Chriftians, either help'd to adr 
vance the Caufe of C^riftianity, or ierved for 
Arguments againft it. If the firft, then Truth 
has rcttived Aid from Falfehood ; -if the fci^ 
her Friends, as I faid, have betray'd her, . and 
made her in her Turn fubfervient to Falfehood. 
What Shame is it, that thofc who have Truth 
Oil their Side, cannot hold faft by it : but the 

wretched 
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ivyretehcd Itch of Novelty betrays them here* 
Truth is one and the fame, while Falfehood is 
various and multiplex. Mr. Toiand obferves, 
that when the Roman Philofophers %nd Poets fjrft 
embraced the Chriftian Religion, they in a little 
Time fophifticated it fo with their Fables and 
Fancies, that it alrooft ceasM to be the fame; 
Jiowever the People, through their Fondnefi 
for Novelty and Variety, fwallow'd it very gree- 
dily. The Priefts finding it took, went on in- 
grafting upon the Poets till the Reformation* 
Aftd, as it Happened, feveral of them had a fiini- 
laf Genius, fo that the Metamorphofts of Ovid 
ace not more rotnantick and abfurd than tha 
Livts of the Pifijb Saints. 

When the Bifliops of Rome grew great Tem* 
poral Princes, they minded Religion no mora 
than other Temporal Princes. Knowledge* tha 
great Supporter of Truth, was fuftered to fall 
to Ruin j Ignorance, bred Devotion toFalfehood 
and. Folly > ami the little Learning that was left 
in the World, was not to be found in tint* 
Courts, but in the Poffcffion of a DranHh Monk* 
who', fading what bid faifeft for Applaufe in 
fbdi Times, turned the Tales and Whimfies of 
thole. Poets and PhitoJbphess* which he hardly 
BtiAerftaodfr to the Service of the Reigning Su* 
perffeitio&i > 

Them was never a mbre extraordinary Piece 
of Saperetrogation hi this way* than the fol- 
lowing Soory i the Subfbmce of it I found tp a 
Ttahrie a* cMMenfcifh Legend^ but the Stylo* 
for the faloe of your Readers, Iheveeodeav^otur'd 
to ecsdmnnadate to the modern Tafte. 

The rajferabie Wcetdi t wio is the Subjeft of 
it, was I ant fore ijetfer finec %bt Time of the 
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Apoftles known by his Family or Parentage, 
nor by the Place of his Birth » yet our ingeni- 
ous Author, who writ feverai hundred Years 
after, has equipped him with all thefe Circum^ 
ftances, and a Life full of Adventures, tofhew 
that he fcofn'd to be outdone even by the Par 
gans in Richnefs of Invention. 

* 

Itbe Life of Judas Ifcariot, according to Ranul- 
phus, a Monk of Cheftcr. 

^ HE was the Son of one Reuben, of the 
Tribe of IJfachar^ and Cyborea* very probably, 
of the fame Race. This Couple dwelt in J& 
rufalem : But on the firft Night of their Mar- 
riage, the Woman dreamed that (he had con- 
ceived a Son, who ihould prove a Traytor Uf 
the Prince of his own People $ {he communi- 
cated her Dream to her Husband, who readi- 
ly joined with her in a Sorrow th^t laftcd till 
the Birth of this Son, This created new Un- 
eafineffes j they we$e unwilling to tmirder the 
Infant, yet equally loth v to have his Life 

}>rove fuch a Detriment to their own Nation 5 
at length they refolvcd to put him to Sea 
in a little Boat, and let Fortune and the Winds 
provide for him. The Veflel was accidentally 
blown into an Ifland called IfcarioU (from 
whence came Judas' s Sirnarae,) where the 
Queen of the Country, 'having no Children of 
her own, took this Chance-Sift, as from the 
Hand of Providence, adopted hini for her Son, 
and cave him a Princely Education. 
4 While he was yet a, Youth, the Hope of 
her Court, and Heir Apparent of her King- 
dom, (he, unfortunately for him^ became preg* 

* nantj 
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nant, and was delivered of a Son. From this 
Time Judas's Hopes began to decline, tho* 
the Queen continued ftill very fond of him % 
but as the young Prince grew up, the Eyes of 
all the Courtiers . were turned upon him, and 
the unhappy Foundling perceived himfelf quite 
negle&ed. The Envy and Malignity of his 
Nature could pot brook this > he thehefore laid 
a Plot, and in purfuance of it, privately mur- 
der'd his too powerful Competitor. . 
6 This could not .be long concealed, nor his 
deferved Puniihment avoided,. ; if he ftaid in 
the Ifland % he therefore fled, and coming to 
Jerufalem, hired himfelf as a. Servant to Pon- 
tius Pilate* then Deputy-Governor of Jewry : 
He foon got into the Confidence and Efteem 
of his Mailer, by a ready Compliance and A- 
greement with his vicious Difpofition, as ap- 

Bars in this Inftance. A Window of Pilate* % 
oufe looked into the Orchard of Reuben, 
Judas' % Father, which was, well Hocked with 
fair Fruit $ of which Pilate ^ upon a time, ex* 
prefling his Inclination to tafte, Judas without 
more ado climb'd over the Wall, and ftole 
fome -, but as he. was returning, was met by 
old Reuben, who upbraiding him with, the 
Theft, he prefently knocked out his Brains 
with a Stone, and came off undifcover'd. 
* Cyborea being now a rich Widow, Pilate r x» 
reward his Servant, found Means of compell- 
ing her to marry Judas^ who thereby found 
himfelf in good Circumftances, But not *. 
whit the happier $ for not long after the 
Marriage, inquiring into the Caufe of a con- 
tinual Sadnefs which he faw upon his Wife's 
5 Countenance, ihe related to him at large her 
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* Misfortunes, her Dream, her Child's Birth mi 
' Fate, her Husband's Murder, and her own 
Rcfolutioa of Widowhood, over- ruled by the 
Governor's Tyranny. From forae odd Cir- 
curoftances in this Story, Judas found out 
what Sins he had been plunged into, and con- 
fefs'd to her his accumulated Guilt of Murder, 
Parricide, and Inceft. The good Woman, with 
great Intrraties, prevailed upon him to repent j 
and as a Proof of his Contrition, to become i 
Difciplc of Chriftj which he did, andffalfhed 
his wicked Life as we are told in the Scrip- 
tures. 

Here's a Mixture of Ignorance and Invention 
fo apparently blended, as to excite at once our 
Surprifc and Contempt. How Jerufakm lay 
with regard to the Neighbourhood of the Sea, 
or what was the Situation of this Ifland* that 
the Infant was thrown upon, ©Ur Author doe* 
Hot tell us, becaufe he knew not > but we find 
by the Refemblancc which the Beginning of the 
Fable has to the Story of Mofes and Phanutf* 
Daughter, that the Writer of it had read the 
old Tcftamcnt, and by the Dream and Grcum- 
fiances of Parricide and Inceft that he was so 
quainted with the Clafficjt Poets, and the Hila- 
ry of Oedipus \ and by throwing together his 
Knowledge of facrcd and prophanc Books, has 
made an unnatural and ridiculous Jumble of 
lK*h. 

June ], ijvf. 
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T'HERE is nothing fo fotle attended to, 
" tho' pertofrit nothing delervea a* more &* 
tiaus Confideration* as the Art of fupporting e 
reafonable and agreeable Coaver&tion. The 
Knowledge of wr oWn Ghara&or and Import 
tance, and an Acquaintance yith tbc Temper 
Figure, Studies, Opinions, and Inclination* of 
tHofe wc converfe with, are chiefly neceflary 1 
tbcfe we ought to know before we open our 
Lips : Nor are the Circuroftances of Time, 
Place, and Qccafion, leg to be regarded. I be* 
lieve I may venture to affirm, That no one ever 
penverfed property* who waa either ignorant, or 
negligent oi thefe Requisites, Yet fo great is 
the Difficulty of knowing and pra&ifing th«i 
juftly, that I hate feen feveral Men of the beft 
Part^ and fineft Imaginations* fubmit to a do* 
cent Silence, and the Reputation of dull Com* 
panion?, rather than rifque the Infringement of 
thefe inviolable Laws. Tho', for the Comfort 
of the Beau* and Belles, I muft conffcfi I have 
©bferv'd feveral others pafi for agreeable Cam«> 
panions, and pretty Fellows, who never either 
ftudy'd o* pra&ia'd one Tittle of the true Rules 
of Conversion. When I confider thia, Iwiih 
it in my Power to relax fomeching of the Ri- 
gour oi thefe Laws * which, if duly obferv'd, 
would often obfcuie feme of die whlteft Teeth, 
t$d no lefe frequently loch up fomc of the moft 
eloquent Lipt in the. Nation- 

How* 
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However indulgent a good-natur'd Man may 
b£ to the Talker, who overlooks or infringe 
thefe Rules ; Yet fure no Mercy is to be (hewn 
to the Writer* who Jits down coolly to con- 
verfe upon Paper with his Friend or Patron, and 
upon mature Deliberation, tranfgreflel every 
one of the Precepts which he ought to obfervcf. 
Jtooft of our modern Dedications are lnftances 
•f this, and not a few of them have met with 
the Indulgence allow'd commonly to the talk- 
ing Sycophant. Were I empowered to ad as 
* poetical Ccnfor, I ihould be often provoked 
to imitate Jkxander i and adminifter the Baiti- 
nado along with the Guineas to every Chtrik 


of the Age* Is it not (hocking to Reafon, to 
lee a Lady complimented in a Dedication tit 
Conjugal Piety, and her Husband pointed at iti 
the Streets for a Hcn-peck'd Cuckold ? Could 
that Man either, know himfclf, or his Patron,* 
who advifed a certain Lord to imitate his glo- 
rious Anceftors, when he had never heard who 
Was his Grandfather ? Or he who flatter'd a ju-' 
dicial Officer upon his Valour, and thank'a a 
noted Fox- hunter for his Care of the Mufes? 

There is another kind of Coitverfation, which 
ought ftill to be more regarded, that is, when 
Subjefts fpeak or write to their Sovereigns j alt 
the Care, all the Circumfpeftion, the Obferva- 
tion of the ftri&eft Rules, joined with the hum- 
bleft Awe and Refpeft, are ncccflary to furnifl* 
out a Speech or Addrefs of this Kind. 

For the greateft Part ©f laft Winter, cuf 
Gazette was continually fill'd with Addrefles 
from one Part or other of the People > and it 
is not to be doubted, but the happy Event of 
his Majefty's peaceable Acccffion tq the Thton* 

of 
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of his Anleftors, will occafion the Abundance 
of their Joy to be ooured out in the fame Man- 
lier. As it was. famionable to read thofd Pieces 
then, I threw away fome Part of toy Time up- 
on them 1 and from Comparing them with thfe 
Rules they ought to be drawn by, haVe made N 
Tome Obfeiyation iipon Addrefles in general, 
thai may be ferviceable to fuch as read, and 
would judge of thofe Performances, aiid not 
altogether ufelefi to future Addreflers. 
. The Defign of the laft Sett of Addrefles wis 
to exprefs the People's Apprdbdtion of thfe 
Meafures his late Majefty had taken, with re- 
fpe& to Spain and .the Empire. This ought tb 
have been done with all imaginable Decency, 
if the Addreflers had confider'deither their owh 

.Chara&er,or His to whom they fpoke: But fo 
it happen'd, that fome of them uhdertbok to 
direct him how he ihould proceed in the lauda- 
ble Defighs he had undertaken $ while others 
applauded him with the fame Rudenefs of Joy, 

' with which th6y would clap ohe of their box- 
ing Companions on the feack, and cry, VTell 

. done j my Lad / Thofe who fpoke thus, forgot 
his facred Chara&er j thofe who hurfM and bul- 
ly'd, as if they wbuld beard the Emperor and 
Spaniard;, forgot the Serife that ought to be fup- 
ported in their own. But we inuft be fd jjuft 
as to cohfefs, that fome of thofe laft Addrefles 
were drawn up' with that Delicacy and Polite- 
nefs, with which a good and wife Subject: ought 

' to ipeak to a great and, glorious Kirig. Tnat 

. from the Univerfity of Cambridge daims a par- 
ticular Refgard $ but to be able to fhew all its 
Beauties, requires the fame Genius that drew 

Q, the 
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The flufinefs and Purpolc of theWferit *A& 
drefles, is to'exprefs a &afonible Soirctor'fbr tftfe 
Lofs of his late Majeftyj and the Grid which 
his prefent Majefty feels from thence* ii&toltri 1 - 
bly arid decently to fliew out own Joy \ $& 
happy Acceffioii to the Govern tfieht ttf "ttiefe 
Nations : N And to this J believe ill re^fotiable 
People will confine it. 3ut if there be^afly %ht> 
will judge fo ill, as 'to dog their G^tdMirtis 
With Petitions^ they wfll'fliew his 'Majefty anil 
the World, that tfceir Loyalty is berth ^ upon 
their Interft, and that their Zeal is'Owiiigto 
their Purfait of By-tnds. 

I fancy I need not cautioh dtiy body fi?pmtfe 
Infolence of mingling their Advice 'with their 
Sorrow of Joy j that Would be forgetting th& 
own Duty, and overlooking his Majefty's Ci- 
pacity. Subje&s are to obey, not to adrift, 
without being confulted. Our Cotlftitution has 
put it in our Monarch's Pbtyer to; have "the 
Counfel of all, or any <Sf his Subje&s, wherc^ 
and when he will) it has alfo mark # d~ The 'Prof- 
fer of it without his Call, for an high Offence. 
I think, in fome Cafes, to offer the King Ad- 
Vice, without being legally fumtaon'd to hi* 
Counfel, is nd lefs than a Premunire . 

But we worft Ingredient in a Ccrtnpofition 
of this kind, is C6mplaint.. Vpon this Occa- 
fion none can be mad?, which concerns the 
Prince on the Throrie* but if any ' Sett 'of Peo- 
ple ihould be fo weak, as to take upon them to 
cenfure any Part of that King's A&ions wfidfc 
Lofs they are profefling to deplore, befiefcs Ac 
Abfurdity of it, his preTent Majefty might Jtlft- 
ly rcfenr it, as an Xnlult ttp6a his own pious Sor- 
xow« 

1ft 
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In a Word, to be decent in the Sorrow, 
hearty in the Joy, and careful to avoid that 
Rudenefs and Arrogance which have been aU 
ready defcribed, is the Bufinefs of a good Ad- 
drefs upon this Occafion: And thofe who fhall 
do this with Succcfs, will have no Occafion to 
envy the molt exalted Flights, or fineft Flou* 
rifhes, of the moll Ostentatious Writers. 
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Of Trade and Traders. 

To &c. 
$ I #> 

THE great Ifrefiilnefs ofTfid© iri general 
is fo univerfally allow'di that, a Man would 
be guilty of the Folly of arguing without an 
Opponent* to endeavour to prove it, as the vaft 
Benefits and Advantages this Nation in particu- 
lar receives froto Commerce are fo well known* 
that to fct thditt forth would bd tieedlefs Rep? 
tition and Tautology. 

For thefe Reafons the Merchant has all along 
been a Favourite x>f thd Common-wealth : Tho* 
I think not in fo high aJDegrfce as his Impor- 
tance deferved. We have latterly been infe&ed 
with fomfe of the French Pride * ahd therefore 
thought, that Nobility fhould bt fet above bis 
Pretences* and made inconfiiieiif with his Pro- 
feffion. But this is a falfe Tafte. Why fhould 
not the Trader here find all the Avenues to Ho- 
nour as open to him, and the Nobles find the 
Paths to Profit as dear* as they are laid in Ve- 
nice and Holland 5 fince it is evident not only that 
Traffick is, as much the Hinge and Support of 
this Conftitution as it can be of thofe* but that 
Titles and Dignities are as much reverene'd in 
thofe Common-wealths, efpetially in V*nic*> as 
they are or can be; in this. 

But there was a Time when it was otherwifc. 
Very early hi our Hiftory, when the Honour of 

Knigh* 
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Krilghthpod was a Dignity in great Credit}; * 
when none under the Degree of an Earl had a' 
l"itle more honourable than Sir-, even before it 
was communicated to the Judges, and other 
great Officers of the Law; I have the Pleafiir^ 
to find the Mayors, Sheriffs, and other princi- 
pal Citizens of London frequently invefted with 
it, and that way put on a Lqvel with the Ba- 
tons of Parliament j perhaps, ranked above 
them : For fuch was the Cafe then, if there 
Jigd been any Baron who was nctt knighted. 

Such wife Pqnces as Edward 1 arid III. not; 
only made feveral provifionary Laws for the 
Merchants, but alfo coi^ferr'd on them the high-.' 
eft Adventitious Honours in their. Power $ fuch 
was that of Knighthood : Fpr conferring other 
Titles by the King's Grant was no| yet in Ufe ; 
The Names and Offices of Earls and Barons 
were appendant to Lands, and it w^s the Pok 
ffcflion of thofe which hereditary Nobility firft 
commenp'd in. 

But tho' fucceeding Princes have not agreed 
to make Traders noble, yet they have contri^ 
buted to make them rich : A Recompense whid\ 
the mp$ reafonablc of them have thought fuf-i 
flcicnt. Certainly, to be fix'd in a fiire Way 
of procuring Wealth, and ample Freedom of 
difpofing pt ;hat Wealth when procured, is to 
be preferred to the precarious Emoymeht of 
Dignity and Pre-eminence?. 

Queen Blizabeth r whofe Memory will eves 
be hojiourM, for the Advantages which Engtifh^ 
men drew from her Reign, deferves not mpre^ 
Applaufe for any of her A6tions, than for the 
Care Ihe took of Commerce and Navigation. \ 
fliall ^11 the reft of my Letter with a 4 remark-" 


able- I*>ftanefc T of. a yalj^blc Branch; of T«de| 
which fhe recover^ and a0eited for her Subs 
jefibt agaiitftthe Combination of fome of the 
flrongeft* Powers ii^ Europe^ A Leflpu.tbatmay; 
Ofi^insl our, Mcr(?haqt5.ofthc9bligai;ioiisthcy: 
owe the Crpwiij^and our Statefmen of the Right 

51c have ah»jys flaimcci* of The Swereiguty optbe. 

KwgHevryJlI. hapipg* in the Courfc of his 
tjoublefome Reign, occasion for more Ships 
and naval Force than ,h is own Dominions could 
Amply, him with) borrowM fome from the Old 
JfyqsrTowm of the Empire. The Agreement 
was, as they pretended, not only to pay them 
fqjr th$ir Service according to the Time thqjc, 
fervM, b\it alfo to qiake gpod whateyer JLoffcs, 
th.ofe Ships fuftained in War, or by. other Acci- 
dents'. They ferv'd,. and were paid > and,; upon 
Conclyfion of a Peace, were fend home : In their. 
Return a Storm arofe,, in which the grpKcdfc 
Part of their Fleet was caft away. They^ de- 
ipanded of the King Safisfa&ion^. fi^r this Lqfs,' 
according tc^ Covea^ntj which he, not beiqg 
able to repair with, Monty, comproims'd,, b» 
granting Privileges in their Tra^e; to ' Er^yndi 
Among others, that they flxould pay but One 
ffr Cent. Pi^ty for airtbe Goods tney imported^ 
or, exported. 

They enjoy 'd this Immunity , till^ die Reign 
of Queen Mary, to the great Loft or the JBw- 
l(/b Traders j which ihc* very reafonably coi^-* 
dering, rajs'd the Duty upon the HanfuitickM&r- 
chants from One to Twenty per Cent. They 
forbore their Tra^e, through Spleen y and cotn^ 

Slained heavily of this Infra&ion, as they term'd, 
^ of, Privileges, purchafed at firft with their 

Money,' 
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Money, and confined by fuch long Ufagc 
through the Reigns of fourteen ^^^Monarchs, 
King Philip undertook, at firft, to be their Me* 
diator with the] Queen his Wife 5 but his Jour* * 
Bey to Spaing and her Death foon after, put a 
gtap to all their Proceedings.; fo that nothing 
'Was.donjp till fqtneTimc -after Qjieen Elizabeth's 
Acceflfiop. 

" In. the piean white, the Engfijb Merchants, 
wanting the Northern Coinmodities, and know- 
ing theNdrtiffnPzrts had a like Want of theirs, • 
took up the Trade themfelyes i and thus was 
th? foundation, laid of a Commerce, ever flnqe 
advantageous to this Country. 
Bi^t to return': Queen Elizabeth being applied 
to by the Hanjiktick Merchants, anfwered them, 
^TJiat She would make no Ttinovations^ but would 
focure them in the Pojfefjt&nof all the Immunities 
Jbe found among, them, Thi$ gave fo little Satis-* 
fa&i'on*. that they ufed alt their Endeavours, by 
Fraud ind Force, to fupplant the Englijh Mer-i 
chants in thofe Places where they traded, but to ; 
no Purpofe. At length they complained to the 
femperor, who prefchtly fent an fembaflador to 
demand what they called their Rights. This; 
had no EfRfl: to their Advantage! for, prefently 
after, the Queen perceiving their Machinations; 
againft hfer Bfcopte, piibiilh'd a proclamation^ 
importing, l^hat the ffanrTowns might trade to 
England upon, the fame Zeripf with other Foreigner s % 
anaho/better. 

This/fo exalper^ted thein, that at the piet at 
Rattsfon they procured ah imperial Decree, by 
which all the Englijh Merchants were declare^ 
Monopolies; and, as fuel}, forbid to trade. Up* 
thfe, they were driven out of fome Towns y but 
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others 'more powerful, as Hamburgh and Stqde^ 
did for their own Intcreft receive and protect 
the Engjlifb againft this Ban of the Empire. 

The Qtf ccn & R^ v ? n £ c ft* f Qrt h ? Proclama- 
tion, offering the Han-Towns the Liberties (he 
fcjund them in Pofleflion of, provided her Sub- 
jects might find the feme Reception and Encou- 
ragement in their Territories, as they had be- 
fore the Imperial Ban, and upon the fyne Du- 
ties which thq Hpnfiaticks were $q p*y in Engr 
tynd. 

This they refiifed* and in return, endcavour'd 
to get Stode and Hamburgh, which prote&ed the 
MngHJb 9 cut off from the Empire : But that De- 

3gn was fufpended, till they faw the Succefs of 
le Spanijh Invafion in if 88, which was then on 
Foot: Philip having promised, if hp fyecceried, 
to procure theip Redrcfi.. 

The Queen knowing thpr Defigns, publifti'd 
another Proclamation, Forbidding the Hanfiaticts, 
under Pain of being dealt with as Enemies , to fend 
or tranfport Corn, Vi3uats % Arms y Timber, Mafts 9 
Cables j Metals, Ammunition, or Men, to Spain or 
Portugal. Which however they attempted to 
do 5 and after the Defeat of the Spanijh Arma- 
da, had in one Seafon fixty of their Ships laden 
with thofc forbidden Goods taken by her Maje- 
sty's Fleet upon the Coaft of Spain and Portu- 
fal The Queen had.fome Thoughts of making 
Jfe of tliefe Captures to compofe the Differences 
with them* but upon hearing of an Aflembly 
of them convened at Lubeck, to confult Revenge 
upon her Subjects, and their P|rot;e6tors, fhe made 
abfolute Prices of all the Ships takqn, except 
jwo, which (he returned to them, with an Ac- 
f j oun$ of their Fellows Fate, and lier jaft Iridig- 
nation. * * , 'All 
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All the Remedy they had left was to procure 
^huffing Embaflj to be fent from the King of 
' Poland to her Majefty, which was anfwered in 
as high a Strain as it was delivered j and there 
endea their Attempts : They fate dpVynwkh the, 
Lofs of their Ships and Privileges, while the 
Englijb purfu'd thai-Trade "peaceably to all Parts 
of Germany j and from thence have found the 
Way through the White Sea to Archangel^ and 
other Places, to the great Honour and Glory, 
as well as Wealth andProfit of this Nation. 

July if, / am y Sir, Tetirs, 

1717. CIVICUS, 
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AT 4 S£a^,w£cn,<w$ ha}f of the, ^CoxJd 
arc atmoft majj, w*$ thej E^pc^atio^i of; 
Places and Employments^ ' which the other are 
to lofe, it may not be amifs to confider Coxtxc- 
thine of the Nature and Quality of p^blick 
Preferments, and the Aptitude and Fitneis of 
the Candidates. 

Firft then, I take it to be 3 common Miftake, 
and as fuch I exped to fee it inferted in fome 
future Edition of Browne's Fulgar Errors^ that 
Merit of any kind is neceflaiy to the procuring 
or well filling of a publick Employment : And 
this Notion 1 t^ink cannot be too well incul- 
cated into the NP^*, of n*v Feliaw-Subje&s % 
tor if th*£ raflj Opinion, juft mentioned, fhould 
gain Ground amongfl them, no body -knows 
what Mifcbiefc it may occafion^ pvfrlick Bufi- 
nefs would foon be at a, full Stop, and the Con- 
cerns of the Nation go. tb.iaqk for want of Peo- 
ple to manage them. It would be a deplorable 
Thing indeed, *and could not but portend the 
Downfal of our excellent Conftitution, if fo 
many Places of Honour and Profit muft go a 
begging for Incumbents $ fo many I fay as would 
reman unfilled, if that fooliih and dangerous 
Notion had univerfally prevailed. - 





?fe Sj>,E C U LA* 1ST, ijj 

Bju^ thank Heaven, it is othprwjfej ourTafip 
apd. Underftandiflg are more rcfin'd, than to 
embrace fuch pernicious Doftrines merely upoa 
tjic Faith of credulous Antiquity j which oiir 
Religion and our Laws have condemned as er- 
roneous, if the Word, or at lea|l the Pra&icc? 
of their Profcflbrs may be depended upon. 

It is another idle Opinioq, which iome few 
Folks entertain, that they themfelves are not 
fit for fuch and- fuch Places \ | hope this Error 
won't fpread,fi>r it may do no T fefs Mifchief 
than the other.' A Man of true modern 'Pru- 
dence wi|l n thi^ himfelf equally qualified for all 
Employments in ; his Prince's Out j He knows 
t^j'th? bcppatipn of; a gop4 Pl^ce, by apar^ 
ticviar ^rcrowuyej finds, or makp alHheme-. 
lit. and f Qual^fiW? ns d*?? ar . e neccflaiy to fill it. 
^Qmc Mgj \*tt 4 »P w&k} t as^tiq ► Iqfe /tne Advan- 
tage? of Tim? and Friends* fqf want 6F know? 
ipg/what modeftlvto ask for : But the Man F 
ljaye bqen / ^efcribing will jprcfcntly find 6ut f 
t^at.eyeiy/Thiflg improper fof him to demand* 
wfyifik is/ in hfc Patron's Power/ to grant $ h^ 
knows, the Truth, of Sir John fynfcugi'i Defi? 
nition, and praifes his exprefliye Concifenefs, 
whenr hQ favs 9> that the Buunefs o£ a goodfla.ee 
is to tdfathe S#farp, tnd'putm a Deputy. 

The famous" Painter Rubins /had the Inheri- 
tance of the, Office of Secretary 'of State for 
Flairs 5 which) at his Death, he was,l?cqueath« 
infi% as a fuitable Provifion for one of hisSoni: 
The; aukw^rd.jind; modeft Youth defired of his 
EatheXt that bis. Portion might rather be In 
j^ands, or A^qnpy.j for, that Yit\ was a Man of 
no, Abilities* and altogether unfit for 3tate-~A£; 
fairs., Th$, Qld. Man^, with, a r grave Smita 
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checked him for his Folly, and comforted him 
with this excellent Aphorifm, which contains a 
folid and everlafting Truth, Nefcis mi Bit quam 

firv4 Mundus regitur Sapientty. My Son, thou 
noweft not hpw little Wifflom goes to the 
Management of tfye WorhjU 

He that has bfit Impudence, 
fb all Things has a fair Pretence % 
> And put among his JVants^ but Shame, 
To the whole World he may lay Claim \ 

I cite thoje excellent Verfes, left my firftPno- 
fofition fhou'd be underftood in too confih'd a 
jenfe. Ito the Word Merit there, I do not on- 
ly mean the Capacity for executing an Office, 
but the Pretenuons for expe&ing it. Let no* 
Body fay to himfelf, what have 1 done to de- 
fcrve this Truft from thePijbUck? Qr>hat,to 
defcrve this Favour from my Lord ? Thefe arc 
idle Confederations $ the Man who has the 
Courage to ask for zpy Things has by that 
Courage actually tfefervetf it, and what is infi- 
nitely of more Importance, may fom^times hap- 
pen to obtain it. 

There are fome People who may have Quali- 
fications a little different from thefe which feem 
abfolutely ncceflary to thofe Charges, which they. 
{leign to accept of 5 but that I infift upon is no 
more a Fault than having no Qualifications at 
*li. for the Comfort of my felf and other 
worthlefe Gentlemen out of rlace, I can affure 
you^ that there are Secretaries who cannot 
write, and Auditors who cannot read; who to 
be fure are no better qualffy'd for their Places^ 
than the Man who was made an Accomptant 

General, 
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General, for underftanding the Greek Mafficks, or 
-lie who was made a Comraiffioner of Trade, for 
his great Skill in Logick. I know this will pafs 
for a Parados ; but the beft way to folve it is, 
by confeffing. ingenuoufly that thofe two laft 
Gentlemen knew nothing at all of what they 
pretended to. 

Yet there are fomefupplemental Qualities that 
fometimes will attone for the want of the Prin-' 
opals. This Pofition and a general Notion of 
Aptitude for Places, will be fufficientty illu- 

- fixated by the following Story, which, therefore 
ihall conclude this Difcourfe. 

: Teague meeting D<sr£)',accofl:s him thus, Arrah 

■ *)> my Should did you hear »f the great Preferment . 

■ that is come upon my Cujhin Paddy ? Fat is it Joy? 

- anfwer'd Darby. By Chreefi he is made Sbecratary 
to a CoahWbarf, reply'd Teague : Sbecratary to a 

■ Ceal-fFharfy agbra fat is dat ? quoth Darby. It 
ijb wulgarly call'd Clerk, honey Dear, anfwer'd 
Teague. Ubhto, fays Darby, by my Sboul he can't 
write nor read nothing at all. . Dat ijb no matter, 
concluded Teague, for by Chreefi be can notch fo 

- welt as no Man living. 

July !z, 1727. 
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Of Chufng Members of 
Parliament. . 

To &c. 

* ♦ * 

S I R % 

THE Efeftion of Members for a New Par- 
liament is a Matter of fuch Importance, 
as ought to be fufficiently attended to. The 
Minds of the Ele&ors cannot be too well pre- 
pared, before tbey enter upon fo momentous an 
Affair: for the Event of their Proceedings they 
are to anfwer to themfelvcs, their Fellow-Sub- 
jefts, and their Pofterity* fince nothing can 
happen in which their Religion, Interefts and 
Liberties are fo highly concerned. 

It is not to be prefumed that Men will run 
rafhly into Paths, that, for ought they know, 
may lead to Deftruftion * and trail: thole impar* 
* tant Concerns, their Freedom, and their Laws, 
into Hands which they are Strangers to. This 
cannot be thought of reafonable Creatures $ and 
therefore we will fuppofe cv«y Ele&or fuffici- 
ently apprized of the Behaviours, Tempers, 
Principles, and Qualities of their Candidates, 
and from thence endeavour to lay down fuch 
Rules, as can deceive ho honeft Man who in- 
tends to walk by them. 

It were a vain Thing to think of reducing 

Members to their original [nititution $ that is, 

by making them the Servants of thofe they ft* 

pre- 
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prefented, arid, payiiijg'thein as fuch. It is to be 
fcbferved, thit XirtiileTfoch a Method was made 
ufe of, the CbititnOhsfie^er made any Stand *• 
*g*inft thePi-d-bgati^e, nor^erfe of any Confe- 
'qtietice in tlife W6fld*s Opinion* Men who on- 
ly *4& for oifters 4te'gen&aily cool in their Con- 
cern J for ihe^uti tfs A of Negotiations 3 they who . 
'Have 1 the'gteateft^hare in their Country's Pro- 
^erti^ifelthe'ariteft anii fitteft to defend them* 
From Hence it is obvioiis, that the richeft (if o- 
^therwife qualified) are the ptofcereft for this Em- 
ployttlteti : filch is Cih do their Duty, led by 
the Efopes of ho btKerRdward but Honour, and 
"WhoVili theitibre 1 ftr ehuoufly fupport that Fence 
%Hich they 'haVe'the gf eateft Stake in. 

Sirtec rto Man needs <Warnifcg agairift ftich 
'Cai/didatesWhbfe Pfiilciples,* Opinions or Prafti- 
ccSj mark them out as difaffe&ed to our keli* 
7gion, W frtfettt ( happy Conftitutibn* if fuch 
Meh call ibr btir 'Votes, let us t erticmber that 
we are Brit ins J ahd Proteftants^ and that every 
unhappy Man who left ! ds'his Voice orlntereft to 

* theffi, is, as far as lies, in his Power, forgeing 
Shackles, and kindling 'Faggots for himfelf and 
hisTofferity. 

Next to iitch Candidates, are to be confider* 
<fcd thofe' who disclaim their Defigns, but pur- 
die their Meafurcs. We grant the Pretender's 

• Hbpes afe fmill, ^nd 'his Party weak 5 that it is 
alttidft fcatidalous for us to be afraid of him: 
But if there are Men, who thro' Spleen, or for 
other bad Ends, fide with his Friends, oppofe 
his Enemies, and throw fuch Difficulties in the 
Way of our Government, as to make Foreign 
Powers think he has ftill a ftrong Intereft among 
lis, what "do they defcrve ? The Britijb Houle 

of 
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pf Commons draws the Eyes of all Europe upon 
it when fitting > and if any Diflenfions appear, 
our Neighbours cohftrue them in that Abjured 
Exile's Favoiir, By this Means, every Prince, 
whom our King retufes to comply with iii his 
mod unreafonable and extravagant Demands, 
,plays him upon lis. This keeps us in perpetual 
Neceffity, either of giving up our Rights to 
.every one that asks for them, or of fiarraffing 
our telves with Taxes for the Defence of them. 
This is the true State of the Cafe $ and no Men 
have lefs fceafon to clamour at the Bulk of the 
National Debts, than fuch as by their pervcrfc 
Behaviour prevent the Diminution, if not occa- 
sion the Increafe of them. It is fubmitted to 
r every reafonable Man, how qualified for, hofr 
Vorthy fuch Gentlemen are of Voices in the 
Legiflature. 

It is a melancholy Truth, that to the Pcr- 
Verfenefs of fuch W rahglers, this Realm owed 
ihe Burthen of almoft Ten Years War in King 
tiTillianfs Reign, and the Commencement of 
their preferit Darling Grievance, the National 
Debt. The Abdicated King could never Be 
perfwaded biit he had a great Number of Friends 
in our Senate, whilft he faw the Reigning M6- 
harch fo perplex'd $ and Old Lewis could not, 
for a great while, be brought to reafonable 
Terms with a Prince, who, as he conceived, 
had as niany Enemies to ftruggle with at home, 
as were brought againfl him m the Field. 

Of eqiial Danger to our Rights and Property 
is the bold ambitious Man, the reftleft turbu- 
lent Spirit, who muffc be great, coft what it may. 
This Gentleman, if his moft unreafonable Pre- 
tenfions are not coniply'd with at Court, joips 

the 
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thd fa&ious Herd already mentioned $ and is as 
loud in his Clamours as the beft of them. Thofe 
Men who would fit in the Houfe of Commons, 
becaufe it i$ a Way to rife^ are much to be a- 
voided. If they are loyal, 'tis only for Intereft % 
the Good of their Country is never at Heart : 
If they, get; not Preferments, all goes wrong i 
they turn Patriots^ in Hopes to. be taken off. 
This has been a cotnmon Practice, every one's 
Memory is a fufficient Regifter 6f the Sincerity 
bf fuch Men 5 no fooner were Places offer'd, 
but that which was before damnable^ then be* 
came divine $ their Eyes were opened $ fo exp- 
edient a Perfpe&ivc is Advancement to fee the 
true Intereft of erne's Country thro*. From Men 
of this Complexion Heaven keep the Truft of 
our Laws and Liberties ! 

There are fome Men of a Temper fo given 
to Contradi&ion and Wrangle, that they will 
impugn every Propofition that is laid Wore 
them j not fo much thro" Malice or Ill-nature^ 
as from a certain malignant Pleaftire which they 
find in Difputation : Such Men are vety unfit 
for a Senate-hoUfe $ they will argue againft the ' 
beft concerted Schemes, to prove their Skill at 
Obje&ions > run counter to the Intereft of their 
Country, for the fake of ihewing their Parts. 
I have often known a young Man of this Stamp 
pick'd Up and encouraged by the difaffefted Party $ 
and fo charm'd by their Applaufes, afld free 
Liberty of debating, that he unwarily became 
one of their Affiftants, and fell innocently into 
Faftion, becaufe he thought himfelf obliged to 
make good his Argument. 

As I prcfume$ that every Ele&or will, at 
lead, be acquainted with the Perfon and Cha- 
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Of F A M ?. 
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F Fame be a thing of no. Value, the Poet, 
\the ^Orator ahd the rfiftorian a^Grektures of 
very iittle^tWef Iris therdfok thfc Diity, anil 
oiighf tb^eHcHe PJea&rc of 'ffich .iiigenious Meil 
|o fefy ^tWfely&>d the teft tfFtfii World, 
fljatfa good Nanie and Reputation with Pofte* 
fi& $ a r mbtfadtiiil Bleffing, and f6ipdthing m6re 
than a Cfamaera,ihe Amuremerit bfgiddy Brains, 
*j»a Vh^iaor of Fools 'aha* Madmen: This I 



Y0I6 Re^anJ,' But Be'caufe fuchaTroof hTtKe 
only Thing that can give their £rt$ a Value, 
/o^t;hei^ tkboilrs aii'Eftimiatioh/ ' f: 
lc Now diisMr iiot to be peffofmed, if they can't 
^ma^e appeal t<S the World, th f at : true Merit is 

nev|rto %6 totally' eclipfed by Malice pr Envy, 

Ot j: t . Mi ' L.i-^'.rr.iii:-. will remain, 



in due Time break out,' arid flirike bur Eyes with 
iiiitarnifhed Luftre. x 


"Fame is yi' all noble Minds a chief Incitement 
to Aftiqnsbf'HerbifmVbut ft' is neither a juft 
'nor a reafonaMe incitement if the Conveyancers 
'of this Fairie don't malce out i good and* clear 
Title to the fair Purchaser /or, if by fome falle 
Step in their Proceedings, they leave it in the 
Power of the combined 'Force of Intcreft and 
Ignorance to defeat 1 it. ' : Few will take Care to 
cultivate the Seeds of Vjrtue, who know' what 
lilaits'and Blights are abroad to deftroy the Fruit 
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of it, unlefs they be firft convinced that the 
beautiful Plant, Palm-like, will one Day be able 
to refift, and flourifh fair, in fpite of all En* 
deavours to fupprefs it. 

I think it my Duty, how inconfiderable foever 
my Portion in thofc noble Arts before-mention- 
ed may be, to contribute my Mite towards re- 
ftoring them to their true and antient Ufe, and 
convincing the World of their genuine &nd real 
Value. In Order to this, fome Abatement mull 
be made of the Worth, which fuch Artifts arc 
but too apt to arrogate to their Performances. 
It is a miftaken Notion, that a Panegyrift on 
Satyrift can fix for ever the Charaders of thofe> 
who are the Subje&s of their Writings > Truth 
rauft be the Foundation, or the Superftru&ure 
can never be firm; Truth has ah Elafticity that 
never will bear a long Suppreflion j it may be 
choaked up for a Time by the Weeds oi Flat- 
tery, or buried perhaps beneath the Rubbifti of 
Inve&ive, but it will at length emerge and force 
its Way through all Oppohtion. The Tyrant 
and the Villain may have their Paths ftrew'd 
with Flowers, and their Heads cover'd with Lau- 
rels, but the Vegetables will foon fade for want 
of the natural Moifture that fhould nouriift 
them $ while the Good and Julfc by travelling 
in a bad Road, or with bad Company (which 
is too often the Misfortune of fuch Men) ihaU 
find themfelves bemired and Ijefpatter'd : but the 
Ink of falfe Satyr has this Property contrary to 
all others, and refembling Kennel-Filth, to which 
it is fo nearly allied, that it is cafily rubb'd out 
when it dries. 

It may be obje&ed, that fulfome Praifes, or 
bafc Calumnies, may obtain the Force of Tra- 
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tk dition before they cap be detected and confuta- 
ble ed* and it muft be confefs'd, that a Reliance 
lo* upon Tradition in other Matters, as well as Re- 
ligion, is rot to keep Men ignorantly fatisfied, 
or render them prejudiced Enquirers $ the weak- 
eft Minds take up with the weakeft Proofs * 
In which in Understandings fo difpofed make the 
,1 deepeft Impreffions, and the hardeft to be erafc'd $ 
dit as thofe Trees which grow in Rocky Places, tho' 
:n tHey have the leaft Soil for their Nourifhment, 
jsi are the pioft difficult to be grub'd up. 
ac Byt ftill the wife and good Man is fure of 

JTajne from Men like himfelf, for fuch wo'n't 
bemif-led> the Bad and Wicked will likewife 
j£ Jxave their Portions of Infamy dealt to them, by 
jf icrutinous and juft Enquirers: and this is the 
g ignly Remedy y except the Learnqd could be uni- 
verfally perl waded to fecure their own Impor- 
tance, by only coupling Vice with Inventive, 
an-d Virtue with £raife. 

What has been faid is I hope underftood only 

of goo4 Writers, the bad are not concerned, 

they pertfh too foon to do either Benefit or Mif- 

. chief to tKeir Subje&s. But it is not, as has 

.been faid, in the Power of a good Writer to do . 

- perpetual Mifchief againfl: Truth y he may a& a 

..momentary Wrong, but Time and the Integrity 

. of others will repair it. It is not in the Power 

. of Procofius with his Anecdotes to mar the great 

Character of Juftinian y nor will the Writings pf 

.over-weening Zealots, how long foever they 

Should laft, be able to blaft the Glories of Din- 

• • • 

xie/ian. 

I think it is for the Intereft of the Learned 
to fhew them to be a ferviceable rather than 
formidable Pe<?ple > wd that is indeed their C*fe; ; 
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tRcy can't intirefy rupprefs Glory,' B'ift Yfay 'eft 
greatly exalt it; when the. Hero lias VtrtUt, & 
Favor & Lingua pbie'nttitm vatdni oh his Si^,88 
wonder iTE he is fi^'d for ever among Adfcett 
and Demi-Gods. Wh« malevolent Writer 188 
it in his Power %b urihinge the Repu'tati&i 'of 
Trajan, fb juftly firpported by tfhe Parlefeyrick'rf 
Pliny ? or who is he that dares attadk AuguRb% 
furrourided by fris invincible Body Guard, T«> 
gil, Horace and Lfvy? 

. There are no 5et of Men that receive wdift 
Treatment from Writers than Minifterspf •o'tatt 
"and Favourites of Princes'}, the natural "Envy ■# 
; Mankind, and the awful VeneVatibnp'aixl ib ftfc 
Perfons of Kings,, throw the whole ■Odl0 # 
whatever is thought^b'lameable in Sta'fc Tflint- 
"a&io'n? upon the prime Minifter. In "fitrkiy *& 
very now and then a Vjficr is ejven : up 'to flfe 
'Fury of the People By the "Pojitick Etapfe'rb**, 
and phe unhappy Man makes' ample "Re'Hafatfflh 
to them, by theXiofs pf his Ijife Still fortune, 
•for the Pain which, their ihalignaht i£nvy'af Ilk 
Honours had given them : %Eng?Md &e%fitfk 
of Writers feize on the good Name f of"tTie & 
• noxious Statcfman/and worry italrnoft^08«ll , } 
a Puhifhment not left to be dreaded ttiahWo- 
ther, if we may believe 'the famous RShMn^M- 
peror Alexander 'Sev'erus, whofe conftaBt ! !?ayfeg 
it was, that he feared Ids the Jjfiuth'bfYbfa- 
dred Lances than fbe Attack of afing% Pen. 

No Minifter ever felt more of inis fljllii* 
bert Earl Leicefter* in Queen Elizabeth's Ee%& 
r it was his Lot to live, when the Reformation 
wanted fiich able 'Heads to fupport rt } 'ahdhis 
laudable Zeal agaihft the Papal 'Ufijftktidtt, 
drew upon him the Hatred of all the Bigots it 
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home > and the whole Kennel of Jefuits, with 
S&rad* at the Head of them, refolved to hunt 
down his Reputation abroad ; they defcribed 
him cruel, bloody, covetous, luftral, and in 
fhort, tack'd the w^ofe Ljift qf Vices find Crimes 
to hisChara&er* yet luch is the Force of Truth, 
how fruitlefs all ! is there now a reafonablc Eng- 
Upm§n y who 4pcs not blefe his Memory for tn$ 
Share he had in fecuring our Religion and Li* 
benks from foreign Tyrants arid Domeftick 
Zealots ? who does not gftow him to have de- 
ferred, as wefl 4s hdd (the favour of two Sove- 
jta&gns Qf^s Kingdom, and to have died full 
of Xjlory, atftor having greatly contributed to 
% he JUliaf of phi mmrtands^ the humbling of 
j^m**, and ^abtifhiog the JProteftant Intereft in 
Europe ? 

Magna eft Veritas &f prevalebit is a good 
Coniblacion to^fuch as ore undefervedly defam- 
ed . Sut 4et «ot a -great Minifter hope to efcape 
Genfcrec* nekhcr ^ne^oodnefs ( o«f GrotmvdlEwi 
ctf MJfaC) 4>or the Wifdom '-of J>adlev Earl of 
&ek*jier 9 could defend them living, tho' Truth 
and Candour encottntred fhe Malice which would 

Eiffue diem dead, acid have long iince airfb* 
€dy4eft»tedl'4t.; 

Auguftit. 
17*7- . . 
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Of A D V I C E. 

GIVING Advice, according to an ingeni- 
ous Modern, is only taking the Liberty of 
faying zfoolijb -thing* under Pretence of hinder* 
ing another from doing one. This is a very juft 
Account of the Matter, and one would think 
needs not many Words to prove it fo 5 yet fince 
there are Folks enough who live and a£fc as if 
they were not convinced of this important Truth, 
let us wafte a little Ink in fome harmlefe Reflexi- 
ons upon the Nature and TJfc of Advice in ge- 
neral. 

The Value of common Advice is methinks 
eafily perceived in the Rcadinete which moft Peo- 
ple diicover t$ part with it. Wifdpm, fey the 
Sages, is more precious than Gold, yet the cold- 
eft Friend a M^n has, (hall deal it out to him in 
Heaps, and without any mercenary Views of 
Remuneration. Qn$ may judge of its Worth 
as the poor Man did of the Biihop's Blefling) 
fince thofc Men will readily beftow it to us, 
whom no Confiderations could prevail upon to 
give us any thing elfe. 

Not lels remarkable is the Ufe moft People 
who receive Advice turn it to* good Couniel, 
they fay, is as good as old Gold y and they feem 
to connder it fo, they tal^e it from their Friends 
as they do Family Pocket-Pieces from Relations, 
which they generally keep elbfe in their Purfes, 
and never fpend or change but in extraordinary 
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Emergencies $ and as a Man cannot bexeckon'd 
much the richer for one of thefe unalienable 
Prefents, fo he feldom grows much the wifer 
from t'other. It was an odd Chara&er that 
Monfieur JMenager gave one of the late King 
James's Counfellors, that he was neither fit to 
;ive nor take Advice : The latter Part of the 

lhargc I except to* it is impoffible but he muft 
have underftood to take Advice properly, that 
is, as molt fenfible People do, to take no Notice 
of it. 

Tho* moft of the Dealers in Advice may be 
plac'd in the Category of Impertinent, yet there 
are fome who deferve a milder Share of Reproof 
than others 5 of this kind are Phyficians and 
-Lawyers,- who m*y be fairly allow'd to fell their 
Advice, fiqce that is a full Proof of their having 
more Senfe than thofe who buy it. 

There is no Set of People more apt to run 
into the Impertinence of giving Advice than we * 
the learned Authors of the Age, tho* at the fame 
time no Body can receive it more Cavalierly* 
A fine Gentleman ought to take Counfel as he 
would lofe Money at Play, with all the Indif- 
. ference and Inattention he is Matter of 5 but it's 

J roper to give it as if he were in earned : This 
think we obfervc pretty well, guided by the 
great Rule of Nature, which dire&s that no 
Creature {hall be fo fond of another's Follies as 
of his own. .- 

What Numbers of excellent Difcourfes aije 
written in this Style ? ( could reckon feveral hun- 
dreds, whofe Title Pages begin with Advice to 
this and that and t'other, which tho' many have 
read, yet is no Man the wifer for, What A<J- 
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tuntage can Adtice ttndcmanded pre&iee, when 
even m Oafes where 'tis ask'd tor, 6ot one ia 
ten but has fe:\J his Refolution before he re* 
eeiyes it ? 

How preffing hare feme of sot Coteftfora^ 
Hes lately "been with their Adfice to the Free- 
holders and Elefttort of Mtemfbers for their ctfu* 
ing Parliament f -and how wall did -the Wedd ** 
ceive and obferve their Inftru#ions? It had ban 
impoffiMe -for the ingenious Authors *o <gfi 
Counfel in fo ponyincyig gind patheticfc a «a* 
ner, if they had not *been ufeit to reec&ve it life 
. Men of the WoM. 

The Appetite df giving A*riee ftas inft&J 
tifl forts of Peoptte. I* *Wwd, fo epidemid 
Is this Folly .grown, that Ae tweftfacrod^f Cte 
lifters has not leaped the fafalts <jf it: Nor 
has the Diftance between the Throfte and *Ae 
Outrage jwot^ted the 4brttrer 'from flielwniliar 
Aflmonitrons -of Ac lafter, of which feme ifr 
Circes are to fee F<wnd among the 4*te AMrefa. 
Sure fo Growing a Vice ought to ftaw fen* 
^Bounds wt Tb^tx bat perhaps <he <<hat goes* 
Tttrot that wJUfce' thoijght as -ridiculous m Ad- 
Vifcr as iany of !his Cdteinporaries. I ^haH^Jhei©- 
fore fay rio more ttf it, but. that giymg Afri* 
^when asked is -an idle unhecelfery Task ^nd«a 
fruittefsX^bojrr ; giving : it unasked, *as a Cert- 
ification df Fdllies -in it * to -an 'Equal Mas im- 
pertinent, to.an Ioferior^arroga|it, atid^to a S* 
w perior hifdlent. 

\ 'I.fcall Vmd up ^his Bflcourfe with * Story 

ttf a «ece of Advice weU given, and I thmka* 

. -wtill tecciv'd, tfhidh I'ibrpierfy read ki-ffor 

The 
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was a Prince fexceridingly fcddi&ed to his Piea* 

ftrres y to\«£ft wfcfeh thfc Delight lie toot* ia 

rtur^ing was tfife Chief. Th* Mifthiefs Which 

hii Dogs snfl Horfts did the <3odntatf in thtil 

Spcrtts* and his frHjpefcfc. hai r affiflg ttf the Pea* 

fantify* who iipontM Occiffons ffeere obliged 

tb Torfakb their H usfafa fa di- fo and 'hrofofe tW 

Gburrrty in *a €iirmt of triiny iieamicfc, to pW- 

veifciteiSameVefc^yhiE^add^ td >Ms>littfe Gaffe 

»f their LdWs <aaid Limbs Which he arfariljrc prri> 

ferr*d #ii$ £>o^s %o, ocedfiohed -k general Repine 

tag 'awiT^oment amctog the P&dple. ^NtDoe bf 

. fa|* C>fflcCTs, /rbo\thry afl^ifcciv'd the bid ©f- 

fe£ts that were ifkdy to wife fix>ni -heftec* had 

ttefofcitioft ncfeough to -fchfortife 'the Sultan <df it, 

fekcqpjt f he Mufti^ .Who dt ftcngWi -took Courage, 

#ek1 *|>c*e'tb this HPifrpofe. . . 

fie f etfreftrrtcd to rMnhifaih *h* it had been 

-die Guftom tjf the 'Gratt. Bmpferors, dnd 4tnce 

?hat, norf Jris j Anceftoi* ^the tfuiisfc ^Bleheyer -tti&f 

$ad iiCtfttre 'from Wairror Matters^of State, *b 

obii|*ojrit ; iti^rbrkii^ it fodfehandy craft Trade*: 

c finm whende ^fldw'd tWo ^cxtrclfcrit AciVuntagds 

HS€hcrStaacei <heone:wi% thattlfe>PrinccVB*- 

hwriplfe .' triaHe his -SUbjcfts diligent Vnd Jkiduftr*- 

oofris * • the <3tiwr ^ras, iIKat by life *HaridyWork *fte 

rMonardh nmncaii&d hiiiiftrf,*andwisiid^ri4eaB- 

-lyrftip^orted^bvthe Labours^of his People. 

. JWe mf&nbra ''Sultann^mr^tb^ ~*Hho Vweic- 

"cellent lit ; rrlaklbg 'thofe^Hifn Rings ^Hrich ire 

\ufed in flfoorinjg with * the Ibfig^Bow}* 'fcnd *ttr&- 

ttitoitie father of his Hfehifefe^ who* iras%/g#eat 

xAmfbin the f Ffaminb 6f Twth>picfe^'aad , btt*r 

Ixittmbfents **f ^m»fc*flxell; -He-flie^ed the 

Methods 
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Methods by which thofc Occupations were made 
fo gainful as to maintain thcfe Princes; that 
when they had finifhed any Piece of Work, they 
fent it to be fold to fame Bafla of other great 
Man, who, befides a confiderable Prefcnt to the 
Bearer, in Teftimony of his Eftecm for the Em- 
peror's excellent Workman(hip, paid a very large 
Price for it $ and the Money anfing from fuch 
Manufaftures was all that was fet apart for the 
Expence of the Royal Table. He proceeded to 
demonftrate ho w much more reputable it was for 
a King to live thus by his own Labour, in com* 
pliance with the Law, than by laying Burthens 
and Taxes upon the People, poorly to feed up- , 
on the Sweat of other Mens Brows. 

The Emperor, diflembling his Anger, prais'd 
the good Examples of his PredecefTors, pwmtfi 
to confider what Bufinefs he himfelf was At for, 
and fancyVi he had hit upon one, which in a little 
time he'd go about. In purfuancc of this, the 
Dogs and Holies feem'd tor fome Days to have 
been forgotten; at length, the Emperor riding 
out happened to kill a Hare with a Gun, whici 
being the firft he ever deftroy'd in that Manner, 
he difpos'd of. thus : He fent it by a great Offi- 
cer to the Mufti* with thisMeflage, That he had 
followed the Advice' of his Holinefs, that the 
Profcflion he apply'd himfelf to was that of a 
Huntfman, and that he thought 00 one fo pro- 
per as his Holinefs to purchafe this flrft Work 
of his Imperial Hands; he alfo fent a private 
Hint, that the Meflenger deferved Twenty 
Thoufand Crowns for his Labour, and that the 
Mufti knew too much of thefe Matters to fet a 
mean Price upon the Work of a Roval Artift- 
■ ' " Tte 
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The Mufti found himfelf caught, but put the 
heft Face upon it; fliew'd great Joy at the 
Honour his Mailer had done him, gave the 
Meflenger the Twenty Thoufand Crowns as di- 
rected, and paid for the Hare Sixty Thoufand 
more: Thus it colt him Fourfcore Thoufand 
Crowns to find out the Truth of this now well . 
known Axiom, That to give Advice without 
being called to for it, is always fboliih, and of-' 
ten dangerous. 

September o, 
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AS your Paper is frequently ffljMd | 
Diflertations upon Religion and Govern- 
ment, which are allow'd to be tbp 4^:q "jfitjeft 
Topicks for the Difcourfe of wife Men* JTiope 
an inquiry how that Matter ought to He mam- 
;ed, will not be thought foreign to your De- 1 
ign : It is upon this Rope that I venture to 
prefent the World with the following loofc 
Thoughts, irregularly thrown together on the 
Subject of Cmyvrfation. 

Convesf&oi} is the Cement of Society : This 
is a Truth which certainly feyr People are ap- 
prized of, or there would not be found among 
Mankind fo geqewl a *Negle& and Remifncfs of 
improving ap Art $t once fo advantageous to 
All, and fo pteafing to every Particular. It is a 
Proof of the Benevolence of human Nature, 
that we can't tafte Pleasures which are not com- 
municable j the Pain that is found in keeping 
Secrets, fufficiently demonftrates this ; but the 
Pleafures of converfing well are (till further 
Proofs : He that is Matter of this Science en- 
joys as it were a Reverberation of Happinefs, 
when he leaves the Company he has entertained \ 
he carries away a Joyoufnefs of Mind, rais'd on 
his own Account, but heighten'd in proportion 
to the Joy communicated to them, and may be 

faid 


The Spbculatist. %$} 

(aid to receive back witk Iptcreft the Pleafure 
lie has given to others. 

So many are the Requiiites both from Nature 
and Education, to fit a Man up for fine Con- 
verfation, that it would be Prefumptmn either 
to attempt de&mqg it, or the Manner of becom- 
ing Mailer of it : We can't fay pofiti vely t thai 
this or that is it, but we can fay what js not $ 
we may venpure to define it by Negatives, & 
Mr. Cvwky has done Wit, to which in this Re- 
fcfc&kbearsaRefemblancei and they both have 
this in common with Light, that nothing elfe 
xanjuftly reprcfent them. 

The mo ft dire&ty oppofite to good Converj&r 

tion, is an argumeutati ve Faculty which prevails 

much, but chiefly amongft youqg Men : Con- 

•tradi&ion ought to be iparbgly xifcd $ it is the 

JECindler of vaft Contention, yet there ace fome 

who apply it upon^very occafion, ^have b&en 

in Company where I dared not have fatd that J 

lived, thought, oresrifted, without preparing * 

-Stock of Syllogifins to prove it in form: Others 

there are, that if you aflert Snow is white, fnap 

you up {hart, deny the Exigence of Colours, and 

foil you at once $ when you have given up that, - 

about they turn, find Reafon in what you faid, 

and prove you were at firft in the Right, and all 

this to ihew their Dexterity at Argument : Such 

Men ihall argue me into any thiijg but a goad 

Opinion of their Under (landing. 

Next to your meer Fool, your .prime Wit has 
the leaft Pretence to an Excellence in Conver- 
sation* his Difcourfe isfeldom ftock'xl with Ob- 
fervations ufeful in Life > you ieldom hear any 
thing from him that makes you either wifer or 
better 5 merry indeed you may be, for he deals 

in 
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in Mirth * Flight and Flafh arc all he ftudies, 
which often prove ofienfive, never agreeable; 
if he happens to have an ill-natur'd Turn, as ten 
to one he has, his Company take his Freedom 
amifs * if he wants it, all he {ays goes for infi- 
pid ; or what is worfe, that Afle&ation of Wit 
which is obferved in him, is liable to be confi- 
dered as infolent. Men ought not to behave as 
confeious of what the World reckons Advanta- 
ges in any refbeft : To exprefe or hint a Supe- 
riority in Birth or Fortune, over thofc we con- 
vcrfe with, is both unjuft and difguftful $ for 
the fame Reafon the Man who by every Word 
Iffc fays, is endeavouring to infinuate that he has 
more Wit than his Company, is a mod intoler- * 
able Companion. 

But if the good Jefter be fo bad, what is the 
infipid one? Doubtlefs beneath Cenfurej the 
harmlcfs Creature that retails Puns and Quibbles, 
whofe Joke is only Jingle, who, for want of 
Thought, feldom gives Offence, and never can 
give Pleafurc, who laughs as heartily at his own 
impertinence, as if he faw the Sillinefs of it : 
A Voice and Tongue arc common Pefts, when 
truftcd in fuch Hands * and his being able to 
utter articulate Sounds, is the greateft Misfor- 
tune that can befal his Acquaintance. Of the 
fame Stamp are thofe whom we call clever Men 
among the Ladies. I am forry I am forced to 
diflent from fuch as make their Tafte the Stan- 
dard of Politeness* I have a great Regard for 
the Fair Sex, in Confideration of which, I 
hope, they'll allow me their Pardon, when I 
make a Difference between Chat and Conver- 
sation. 
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. A moft offenfive Animal is the Dictator in 
Converfation, the Man that fpcaks Sentences^ . 
nods gravely, looks wifely, and fhrugs fhrewd* 
ly j talk of arlv Affair j tho % never fo far re- 
moved from his Sphere of Life, and he'll 
advife you how to ad in fuch Circumftances* 
tell you how he would behave* and concludes 
with a folemn Admiration of his own Wifdom t 
Thefe . Men <are fo prodigal of their Advice* 
that one would think they knew the value of 
it ■ - • • •• 

Neither the talkative nor the filent Man are 
capable of making a Figure in good Conven- 
tion, tho* both their Qualifications are very of- 
ten called for in the good Companion* who* 
with proper Management; may aptar very en- 
tertaining in bis Difcourfe, as well as very fenfi- 
ble in his Silence. 

The Pedant of evlry kind will ftarid excluded^ 
for the fame Reafon with the, witty Man* but 
it muft be obfcnrtd, that tfic Realbn is much 
ftronger againft the one than the other; for 
all Oftentation of Learning is the Refult of Ig* 
norance and Pride, while an Attempt to be witty 
may fometimes proceed from an harmlefs Dif- 
poutlon to Mirth* or an Endeavour to create it 
in others: 

The Superficialiftj or as he ii commonly 
called, the Unrverfal Man^ is a moft intolerable 
Compofition of Impertinence j to a Smattering 
in feveral Sciences^ if by chance he can add a 
;ood Elocution and a pretty parcel of flowing 
Sentence! and founding Expreflions, he Afliiroes 
the Name of Eloquent, he harangues his Com- 
piny to Death 5 long-winded Speeches arc too Fain 
to him 1 if you compliment him as learned* he 

S anfwer* 
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aafwett, thcfeire his Atttafantata* if aswftty, 
• 'tis fbr hit Eafe, 'til 4 Rektatton fron greater 
Studies* In {him* he is a Politician • Wit* 
aftd a Philofopher in the Revolution of in Eve- 
ning* This Min is much to be jbitkdj ht takes 
tttteh\pams to b4 thought a Fool, as another 
Would to be thought l^ifit j and kicked it vfert 
better foi turn mi for hi* Friends* that he had 
been a dowwight tenable Dtmce, ttebias beiJ, 
in impudent affiitning Coxcomb- 

It would be endleis to enmerate all the Fob 
Jtes and Iittpertiatacics that ate to be met Wth 
inComreriatioos but among tfeofe I hate rtcko* 
ed, ttetft is hardly one thit ha* -n*t its Adtoj/prsj 
tnd does not pate upon fomo Petipftr fci the 
Standard of Potitcnefi: I dun** believe tbey 
appear in that Light to you* nor to any cttQ 
whom Prejudice does not bKiidfbHj tut iti 
ib hard ^ Thing ta inain Pcrfdftion^ that fdtoe 
trho have had Virtues which produced the Ad* 
miration of others* and at the ikbe time bof* 
der'd upon Faults* which thefr Friends we# 
kind enough to wcrlook* hwc pafs'd fitf Ex* 
implex of thofe Virtues which thtiy poffefs^ 
while the uAdi&erning Imitacow. took all in 
grofs y aikt as Vices and Virtues art fo near t a 
to be hardly divided, they copy'd, for the mob 
part, rheir Vices, as they flomid thefti cafieft 
to be pra&is'dj or copy'd therr Virtries fo ill) 
as to difguife them entirely. Thus one Man of 
Senfc hath niade many Foofe, aod by this Me' 
thod preferred a Sweceffion of Follies, thro' fc 
vera! Age*, in the Reputation of Wifdom and 
good Senfe* ' 

I wilt conclude this Difcourfc, by gfcring the 
Chara&fcrsoftwoofmy AiccjuaLtance * andshat 

it 
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it may not be foreign to our Purpofe, I fhall 
cowfiaer them chiefly as they taake up thel£ 
Parts of Society, and according to their Talents 
in Convcrfation. Celfus i* good-natur'd, eafy 
and affable. Niger \9 naturally ftiff, inifolentj 
and fallen $ but by obfcrving Celfus^ he thinks 
he ought to be imitated 5 which while he is en* 
deavouring to perform, he becomes afFe£fcpd. 
impudent, and fawning. Celfus his Wit and 
Learning, is ; dotjuebt and iocafq iftftru&if e 4ndi 
diverting : Niger #aats all thefe Qualities, hui 
is rcfolvcd to Bate fofadthihg like thrift y *ftf 
theiltforc is impertinent and wnfeftfieal, nSHy 
and infipid, dull and offenfive. Niger obfefrVis/ 
that Crf/ij talks to thd Sutwfeaicfoi of th* OSM-* 
tfeflty, ftllfes theiri genteelly, and receives iftelr 
Appkufc for k i and therefore h€ begins, fires 
them with harih Tcnns y and thdtf for Rafller^r 
affronts them ill: rorimd. He remarks* that Cth 
fits is grxcdfiilly fileat^ when It & not his Turtf 
ttr fjpeak ; therefore Niger fits fiillerf* but cin f t 
do it gracefully, by attending to tyhat is fiid.' 
Wheh he is not fbeaking hitnfeky hi fc tftftfcf 
humming or vHiirtling a Tune, of elfe finger- 
lig his Cravat.. Upon the whole,- Celfus con- 
verfcs tolerably well 5 and Niger y by instating 
h£a&, is the worft Compdnitfn I tvti ihe* witfi!- 
He ftiMy proves the old Retriaric, That a Fddl 
caft neither think* nor fpdaky nor idtj nor wrflk ,- 
nor Aland* ntir fit, like a Maftof Senfe, 

tamYtet^ Sti. ; 
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OwPopeVMiscellanies- 

To &c. 
SIR* 

IT was not till lately that I met with fome Vo- 
lumes of Mifctllsnies (as they are call'd) in 
Profe and Verfej tho* I find by Enquiry that 
they have been many Months pucrlifhed. When 
I look'd them over, and found that much the 
greateft part of them had been already printed 
m one Volume, O&avo* and that all the reft 
were cither very common in fingle Pamphlets, 
or in old Colle&ions, and compared all this with 
the Greatnefs of the Price thofe Books borc^ I 
began to fancy that it was fome BookfeWer's 
Fraud upon the Publick, and indeed was not 
a little fufpicious of my old Friend in the Strand: 
But when I caft my Eye over the Preface, I was 
ftrangely furprized to find it fign'd with the great 
Names of J. Swift and A . Pope. The latter of 
thefe Gentlemen, I heard, had been often con- 
cerned in fuch kind of Jobbs, and hired out his 
Name to ftand Centinel before the Inventions of 
Bookfellers $ but the former, I had always ob- 
served, was very cautious of prefixing his Name 
even to fuch ot his own Works as werepublifh- 
cd by himfelf: Therefore having a Curio- 
fity to know what could prompt him to "join 
the other in fo reputable a Piece of Journey-work, 
I read over the Preface $ upon which I muft 
take the Liberty to make the following Animad- 
v«£oas. The 
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T The firft Thing we meet with here. (anAin* 
jfeed half the Work is taken up with it) is % 
page or two of fevere Satire upon Bookfellers, 
particularly one Edmund Curll. I won't eqter 
into the Occafion or the State of the Control 
verfy, or the Strength of thefe Gcntlcmens Rail- 
lery and Reafojiing 3 but is it not truly pleafant to 
fee two af the greateft Genius's of our Age 
fet their Wits to a paltry Bookfeller? 

JEgregiam vero laudem, £j? fpolia arnplia refertis* ' 
Una, dolo Div&m, fi Pamina vifiia, duorum, eft* 

$ays VirgiV% Juno upon a fimilar Occafion % 
which, I think, with refpe£fc to the Tranfe£tioi* 
before us, may be thus tranflated: 

: four Triumphs, Q ye Bards, proclaim, and all 
your Flags unfurl. 
For Dottor Swift and Mr. Pope have, conquer' A 
Edmund Curll. 

Henceforward let no little Under- Wits difdaia 
to write againft Curll, if he provokes them, (as 
I have known feveral give themfelves fuch Airs) 
fince the two Leaders of the Mufes Bands have 
put their Names to a Libel upon him. Rejoicq 
therefore, O Edmund Qurll^ and let thy Glad- 
nefs^fchow no End, fince thou haft had the Ho«* 
nour to bp fatyrized by the fame Pens, which 
have been employed in lampooning theDukq of 
MARLBOROUGH m^Mr. ADDIS 'ON, 
In the next place, fome Adverfaries^ which 
the Prefecers formerly had, fell a-ncw under > 
(heir Refentment. Tney talk of having recei v'd 
the greateft Provocations, and triumph in the 
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Fall^pf their Amagonifts, wfiofe Works are gow 
forgotten. WhoeyierthcfeAdvcrfaricswcrc, 9 tj* 
my Opinion ^icv rcmembpr their \Yorksas well 
as pur Authors tw pretend to forget them % anff 
if tjjcy Jh jd kjipwi> or nra&ifed the little Aft* 9f 
Authdrflijp, the WorW might be brought tq 
recoiled tjiera alfo. It is aneafy Matter tp keep 
the dulleft Stuff aliye by the Art of multiplying 
impreffions, which confifts only in the vafifr 
tion of Types, Title-Page, Size and Paper. 
Mr. Curtt is fo great a Maftcr of tbi$, that \ 
dotift wonder at his falling uader the Relent? 
meat of fuch People as intended to make a Mo- 
nopoly of it t ' ^ 
1 But while thefe Gentlemen are profjpfluig fiJJ 
the Candor imaginable in page p, the n^tunjj 
Acrimony of their Tempers appears in this, that 
they cannot conclude thp Paragraph* without 
by one Stroke abufing two great Chara&ers* 
the one a Map pf Wit:, Mr. Congrew^ wfc>m 
they can have no reafon % p be tpgry with, ex- 
cept that he excels them * the other a Man of 
Quality, a Secretary of Sftfc whpip J wqxf% 
prefume to nanie, aad from whofe excelled 
Chara&er I cannot conceive any fte^fog fo* 
their Malice. 

In page i j, and Qther places of the Prtfffl) 
thefe Mifceljanies are called by the Aythors, apt 
Works or Labour s^ hntDiverfions aixj Awfewtf*? 
If I miftake not, the greatetf P^ft of theta $$ 

Eolitical inflammatory Pamphlets. Is it fipr % 
>ivine or a Chriftisjn. to tre%t fjich M^ttef s fi> 
lightly ? Is not this (like the Map in tfc« ft* 
verbs) to fcqtfer Firtbands } Arrowy aq4 £)eath% 
*nd cry, <c Am I not ip Sport ? " 

If 
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- If any Thif*$ fi*b be mere itopudent: thaw this, 
it i? the A4&Ki<hi in the nest Paragraph, tha* 
*U th$r Writings a** ivmcent* fa. The firft 

Pamphlet in the Bopk was pro&fledly writfcp^ 

en divert jhfjsftktt of the ^Nation froi» felling 

upon feme great Men* whp went impeach'4 bjr 

the Houfe^Xkujimons id the Uft Year of King 

MriLLI4&Ps .Rtiga. If the Defign of if 

had been to Adw their Inn^cttSce, I could rea* 

dttly . grant the Affirmation of thefe Authprsj 

t>pt it iq jaal|»bly sq charge die Reprefeijfcwy*} 

q>f the Nation with Folly and Injuftice, pq prpv« 

that fqch Proceedings would in the End be the 

Ruin of oar Gnnftfc mion* and that the Liberty 

©£. the Cammofcis* was * Way t*> infr^dj^e 

Tyranny, and deftru&ive of the Rights of the 

People. But Opinions which %re only jfmfe- 

mntS) may be eatfly dufisd.i therefore Jf^ 

Bull is written.: Acid is <aot thiU aa pnaeqeo; 

ftamphlet ?. Ym^trgly, &* it only p»t r $he 

Jsfation into aj great a Firmest ^s $)r. $$? 

thsverd's Sendon* iGrattemeft-Frtfacers* thf 

Frogs in the Fable will tdl you*, that tfyis mfi$ 

b$ Sport to yauy hut it is iQwib to us. 

In page 14. #is (aid of thofe Writings, th# 
** thefaite Qu*s. " Whofe, in the Name of Qq& \ 
are they a\l the Dd&or'a and *//. the Squired 1 
for ihcpe is no M^rfc to diftiagtilib o»e Au?hflr> 
from t'other'4 thro* the wheic iwHs, £ut jit 
items fhey >ar? fbch gor>4 Friends* *hat th$y are 
fatisfy'd to fhare all the .Blame «s well as Praifc 
*f each othcrfs Werksi I Mn glad «f jjtff for 
two Regions $ £tft, boeaufe tfrlattypr I h*w 
&id of either may fervcib* both, which tf&g&e 
trouble favtd; and £candly* freflgiftfe it j$ a 
$*oof of their Infinenrity, when tfcpy prf t#pd 
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to call them Trifles and Idkneffes: for whatf 
tver a Man may do by his own jimufements, hi 
Would never father what he really thought thtf 
Follies of another. 

We are told in the fame Paragraph, that the 
World " ought in Juftice to believe they aie 
5f all that are Ours. " How can this be? This 
is a Bite upon the Bookfeller, who, from the 
firft Periocf of the Preface^ we have Rcafon td 
believe ha* bargain'd for a third Volume* A 
third Volume is there promifed % and in page I ft 
* 4 all the Papers in which we have had calually 
u afty Share* " Then may the World expeft to 
fee fome of the Poifon lb plentifully fcattercd 
about in the Examiners. ■ More innocent A" \ 
mufetnents! # " j 

But to crown all Abfurdities, in the laft quo* 
ted Page, tw6 other : Gentlemen air introdu- 
ced to help to father thofe Writings, in the 
fame manner as above: I won't name thofe 
Gentlemen, becaufe it docs not appear to me; 
that they own the Bantlihgsj but the Devil's 
in it if evefr Children wore fa well fathered; 
Dry den's Multiplicity of Godfiithers, with 
which he is reproached by a good-natured Au- 
thor that ihall W mtgelefs, is hot half fo ridi- 
culous. This number of Fatheft puts me to 
mind of a Roman Strumpet, who being asked 
who was the Father of a Child fh'e went withj 
Anfwcrcd very merrily, and perhaps truly, Sena- 
tes Populufyue Rmanus. * ' " . 

But, enough of this. If it be asked what 
Provocations J have received, that I fhould un- 
dertake to treat two fiich Men fo very freelyi 
I can give as good an Account as they do, be* 
caufe I give i* in th$ir own Words. Page iq. 
^ ••' • ^ » • • - ** Some 
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« Some Sallies of Levity ought to be .imputed 
f* to Youth, (fuppofed in Charity, as it was 
« in Truth^ to be" flie Time in which we 
« wrote them > ) Others to, the Gaiety of our 
*' Minds' at certain Jun&ures, common to all 
f ( Men. " To which 1 will only add, that it is 
not unlikely, by the Time X have arrived to ci- 
ther of then* Ages, I ihall repent of this kind of 
Petulance as fincereiy as they do. 

I OTTt, SIS, 

: Novt&- ay. 17*7. Twh ?cc. 
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THER.fi to* aatluhg whipfc 4ie Ancieatt 
in grtnc cal bcjii in moreX3cmtempt and D*» 
teftation, than the Judgmqtt t>if |hc Pxmukcd 
The Statefman refuted to fubmit his Dcfigns to 
it 5 the Pfyilpfrffchej fcofned to have his Opinions 
canvafs'd by jt$ lior would the Poet ever allow 
it to be the Teft of his Fancy; How different 
is the Pra&ice of fome of our ingenious Mo- 
dems, who appeal to it in every Cafe^ and in 
every Chara&er ! As Patriots, as Libellers, and 
as Wits, all they feem to court, is popular Ap^ 
plaufe * happy for honeft Men that it is ail they 
are like to obtain. 

According to their Computation, the Rabble 
was !>ey$r 14 tf& WT*Bg> #n4tb^/?«Pf <jf God 
always $k&c4 t& MMnefi <tf fk* Cfaudh that 
which feQVsJ&wfffs &Qip fame, a&d tfegf which 
broucht^tf^Mi^^ intp Naples, WW equally in-. 
fallible, if tkfi ggyrjl M^xi^s of thefe Sophi- 
iters may b§ £J£4i{£d > por is * rlptpus Affembly 
of Journeymen-Artificers to be deemed lefs in- 
fpired, than the holy Penmen of the divine 
Hiftory. 

If Government be of divine Inftitution, or if 
it be favoured by Providence, as the beft Means 
for the Safety and Prefcrvation of Mankind y 
fure in either Cafe, the Mob have no Right to 
direft how it fhaU be managed : The JVife-mn 
and Elders of the People are only to be intruft- 
{*i with that important Charge $ nor is it fit to 

be 


ftp -put ifltg theJ&flds pf tfcpfe, *hQi> from tfccfr 
Jow Jd#is, fcrvfle ^tofions, ju*d perverfc Difpo- 
Jatioqfe £epn t>orn to be »ade happy againflk 
^ir ^illpi. Let ushear the So© of Siracb up* 
9j* tfii* $u^e#j rffst flwwtog what Honours 
*re #> be paid to Lttmmng and Wifijom* hi pro 
peed* .to mew the Merits of viulgai Graftfonen* 
|$ dffcribes feveml> end coneliitfep tbm: ?% 

yS&*// #0; £* y^gAf /^r ** publfak CouufeJ* Mr fit 
&$> in tfa Cwgregtfif»% they jh*U not fit §n the 
Jhj&s Sm% wr under ft and the $t*fe*c6 ofjudgr 
pwti tb§y Mtmt factor* J*fim md Jutgauvt* 
0H4 tkey jhtll mt to fowl ivhttt Parafrhs art 

]l t i$ with plea&rp I obferve, that the Cavil* 
Jer$ ftt par Qoveroment mi4 Administration are 
I&H of %\w kind 9 or very aearly related to it 1 
none I believe hut the *»eer Mob, and fome few 
whqfe Jfitells&s in {pi& qf their Circumstances 
*§>d I£duc&tK>q level them to the Mob, are thro* 
principle *ealEneraieMo en* p**f<mt Happinefs r 
$# thftt if y w vill *Uqw of itaplgft Dtivifion of 

tfe§ Yulgftr m? the (Stmt «td the Smell* we have 

in reality pone hut the flflfefr So contend with. 
- Whw J eoflfider tbt Mob like a great craft- 
fbl* tytwfter led about by a popular Scribbler, 
where and bow he pleefetf, it puts me in mind of 
wtyt fop* ^ptient JNgtHfalifts fey *f the Whale, 
that he never friip* *i*y where without being 
preyed by a ftnall Fiih in Shape and Size like 
* Guigm- This tiny Creature is the Whale's 
Quick, and therefore pvetafted by him, while 
all the fjnpy Race beijdes are his Prey. This 
Animal the Whale fader? to Sinp within hie 
Jaws ) he find# his Gotoch where others find their 
Graves s ©or doe^theMonfterflir till he awakes* 

then 1 
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then follows where-eyer he leads. A very plain 
Moral arifes from this Story, that the Whale is 
a ftupid $rute to be led by this Fifli, who may 
draw him upon Shallows, confident with his 
own Safety, which the Littlenefs of his Make 
will be apt to enfure $ and that the Guide is not 
overwife to truft himfclf within thofe Jaws, which 
if hungry ' or 'provok'd may fome time or other 
(hap *of^i* Head. 

If a Man were to trace the Proceedings of the 
Rabble thro* all the Hiftories of all Nations now 
extant, he Would find their true Character to be, 
reftlefs, turbulent and injudicious y never plcafed 
for a right Reafon, and always diffatisfied from 
wrong ones : Fame, Virtue, and ProfoeHty, are 
the conftant Obje&s of their Envy j Excellence 
of any kind a ground for their Refentment; arid 
the Prince?* Favour, where-evcr apply'd, a fufli- 
cient Caufe fir their Hatred.* Panion and Pre* 
* judice are their conftant Guides j and tho* Re^ 
formation may be their pretended Purpofc, yet 
Confufion always enfues * their Aim may be the 
Regulation, but their Adions terminate in the 
Subverfion of whatever they meddle in. 
. The Seducers of the People fometimes tag to 
their Flattericsr this foftenitig Claufe* they fay, 
they are never in the Wrong, when left to them- 
felves. I could almoft clofe with them here 5 it 
but rarely happens that their Minds are prone to 
Sedition, except when they are under the Influ- 
ence of fome plaufible Haranguer. Were it not 
forfuch falfe Lights, everyCommonwealth might 
be well fteer'd and fafely condufted $ the Mob 
of other Countries would confider themfelves as 
intitled to no Share in the Government, and 
fonfequently pretend to none} the People here 

at 
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at Home would remember, that whatever Part 
they bear* they have delegated it to their Re** 
preventatives* and would fit dafy, as having rid 
themfelves of fo much Trouble* But by the. 
means of fuch Influence abundance of MifchieF 
has been brought about § fuch a leud feditious 
Orator as Clodius lias thrown the Mob into a 
Ferment, which the Wife, the Godlike Cat* 
could not appeafe. 

Strong Pauions and weak Minds are the pro- 
per Materials for fuch an Artift to work upon % 
the People furniih thefe. in great Plenty, and 
therefore have in all Ages been made the Inftru* 
xnents of much Calamity to themfelves and their 
Country * the Mifchicf they have done abun- 
dantly counterpoifes the Good i it is therefore 
always a dangerous Experiment to fet them at ' 
Work j kindling Sedition is like fpreading Fire, 
which a Man may not be able to ftop till it 
burns down his own Houfe. But let us examine 
what have the Mob donej if they tore Sejanus 
to pieces, they banifhed Coriolanus, and murder- 
ed Pbocioni if they drove out Marius y they 
ihouted in Sylto) a lefs eligible Tyrant 5 if they 
made Cato a Tribune, they would have made 
defar a King > they have in their blind Fury de* 
pofcd their Monarchs, who may by chance have 
deferved it, but they knew it not : The fame 
blind Fury has prompted them to the worfl: of 
Mifchiefs j they banifhed . Art/tides, put Socrates 
to Death, and Cry'd out* for Judgment even a- 
gainft our Sav iour. 

But latterly, the Topick that moft inflames 
them, is that of a bad Miniftry, name that, and 
Imprecations enfue. Let them be turned out, 
they cry j but never think of a better to fucceed 

them. 


thetfi. And iddecd how fhould they i for as tfcey 
Mil prate no Fatlts, it'* impoffible tl^cy ftiould 
jtitch dpoA oppofitc Virtues in their Sucesffors^ 
Pacuvius CalavimSy a Senator of Capua* treated 
fh» HUtoour of the Moby wttb fo f roper & 
Contetopt and ingenious Management of their 
Ignorance and Folly, that I will give you the 
Story, and corichide without fluking any Appli- 
cation of it. , . . 
He found tile Wife Phhiians in a Humeuj? of 
mutinying agamft the Senate, £> made u(e oftht 
great Authority which he had among the Ciw 
Zens, to flait up all the Senators as they wcrt 
consulting in the Senate-Houfe ; and then aflem* 
Ming the Mob, harangued them to this HSe&: 
He told than " Thtk Slavery was at an End, 
•* that all their Tyrahta w'tfre in his Power and 
« at tbiir Mercy-, that he would draw them out 
u one by one, arid difpfrfe- of them as their /d- 
" nemrs pleafed; that whatever they decreed 
€ i fhould be prefendy executed npon every ode 
" of the Villains, provided they would at the 
" fame time agree upon a worthy Succeflbr to 
€i fuppiy his Place* The Tertiw were aflinted te j 
a Senator's Name wa* read* and prefendy ai* 
outcry of Curfes and Exclamations from the fage 
Mob attended it* he added his Voice, that tht 
Offender was the moil: infamous of Mtn y add 
deferred the worft elf Deaths > but put tfiefe in 
mind of their Promifc, to chufc a Succeffcr tx^ 
fore he was executed. They at firft ftoodfileut* 
at length Tome of the moft impudent named one, 
which others made a hundred juft Obje&ions to. 
Thefe Contradi&ions led them into Quarrel** 
with one another. A fecond and third Senator' 
Was prbpofed to them * they condemhod them* 

hut 
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but could not agree upon their Succeflbrs j Con- 
fufion arofe among them, feme (beaked away 
tntcragh Shame and Fear, and the reft were 
driven home in a tumultuous manner by one 
another. Whoi.tbjey cddlefl ttejr. acknowledg- 
ed the Wifdom of Pacuvius, and agreed, 
that as to cbufe Governors mis not their Talent, tbey 
bad no Right to the difplacing of tbem. 

July ij. 1718* 
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Of Stage-Plays* 

To &c. 

I Believe you agree with mcf in Opinion! that 
the Stage ! is an Objeft not altogether below 
the Thoughts of a wife Man - y and therefore I 
hope you'll indulge me in an Attempt to clear it 
from Miffeprefentations* and an Endeavour to 
prove it an Entertainment not only proper and 
rational, but ufeful and expedient in every wife 
or warlike Nation. 

It is the Misfortune of Scenical Poetry, to 
havd bednj among the Heathens, a Religious 
Worihip as well as a Political Entertainment * 
almoft all kinds of Poetical Coinpofitions par- 
took of the Nature of Religion alto. This was 
what brought theto into the fincere Deteftatioii 
of the earlieft Chriftians $ who, many of them^ 
tan to the Extremity, firft of crying down Poe- 
try, and then all Heathen Learning, as if they 
intended to reduce all Things to Ignorance and 
Barbarifm. 

The Emperor Julian, who hated the Chrifti- 
ans, faw this Humour of their Teachers with 
Plcafure $ he faw Miracles had ceafed, and he 
well knew what Contempt a Religion muft fall 
into without them* which had peevifhly divefted 
itfelf of all Afliftance from human Learning : 
He therefore took them at their Words, and in-2 
forced the Documents of the Fathers by an E* 

did 
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Aide of his own 5 he ordained that no Pcrfon 
profefling Chriftianity fhould read What they 
called prophane Books, or any others but what 
mcerly related to their Religion, or frequent the 
publick Schools, or ufe any Methods to be ac- 
quainted with Claffical Learning. This might, 
if he had lived long enough, have done vaft MH* 
chief > but the Chriftians of that Time took the 
Alarm, and provided againft the Danger : They 
foon refolvedj that the Advantages drawn from 
fuch Studies were not to be giveii uj>j but as 
the Emjperor's Will was to be complied with* 
they took another Step to fecure themfelves ; 
they employ'd one Apllinarius^ who happened 
to bt the mdft learned amongft thenu to turn 
the Old Teftiment into an heroick Poem, in 
Imitation of Homer , which was done as far as to 
the Death of Saul\ they alfo put him upon ma* 
king facred Odes after the manner of Pindar \ 
Tragedies like thofe of Euripides^ and Comedies 
in the Style of Menander j which were all per* 
formed then, tho* they are unhappily loft to us. 
'Thus Zozomen^ who wrote ah Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
Itory <Jf that Time, tells the Story : But other 
Accounts inform lis, that Gregory Nazianzen 
performed the like laborious Task, Updn this 
we will make no other Remark, but that the 
Finger of God, by the means of Tyranny and 
Pdrlecution, feems to have dire&ed the Chrifti- 
ans to a Reconcilement With the divine Science 
of Poetry. 

But it feems, that altho' thft ffofane Origin 
of Stage- Plays could be forgot, as 1'fee no Rea- 
son why it ffxould be rememoer'd, when the pre- 
fect Practice is fo very different from it 5 yet 

1 " ftill 
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ftill the fabulous, the. falfc, apd wicked fix pre- 
fentatioijs which thfygive .us^arc.helapypr^- 
cifians to, be ftiocKing and offeriuy^ 3£ wet! as 
coBtradidory to the primitive Purity, pi a Chri-^ 
ftian Audience :- Many old Fathers and Councils 
are called upon to prove this, aijid mucft Tri- 
umph , does the Pr9of of it bring to ifyp, wrong: 
headpd Zealot. Strange Ignorance anq E^ntiiu- 
{lafm, that Men fhould imagine it poflible to so- 
ycrn a World, by. Rules laid down for theJJe? 
juviour of a few nundjredsof PeopJqJ t^a bold 
to fay, that if the Doctrines of lofmc pntl^ufi- 
^(lick Writers, both antient and iAodern^ were 



p together 

at prefent would be brokep \ no one" woiijd take 
any Care a« they fay of this Life, butill wouia 
prn religjoufly mad 5 Woods and Caves would 
be inhabited, and Cities left defolate - y nay Ma- 
trimony would be laid.afide, and the Propaga- 
tion of Mankind, if poflible, put to a Stop: But, 
thank God, the Wifdom of our Rulers hayebet* 
ter ordered it in general, and the poor jStflge a* 
lone is left to ftand the Battery of thefe fuperaii- 
nuated Arguments, 

To examine this Charge, we mull obferve, 

that what is called Fable and Falfehood is and 

.ever was reputed the Life and Eflence of Poeoy 

humane and divine * furnifh them with a Moral 

and the Name of Allegories,, and what becomes 

. pf their Wickednefs ? This, I think, is all ought 

. to be faid in this Cafe -, for if there be any Thea* 

trical Entertainment that don't anfwer this De* 

finition, and come within thefe Bounds, they 

are 
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are Exceptions, to the true Rijlc, and ought to 
receive no C<5untfenance. But'tt) return toFabfej 
thc.Pra^tice df the Old Pniph'et^ and 6f but Sa- 
vibur/CKrifti .' who fofi^ttetftly fookfe in 1 Alle- 
gory, or Parole, ate filffidWnt W juftffy' it:* '<SW 
lornqn\% ! Song isjndt oiily of this kip^fctit yrittcn 
in the rJrkmatiick Wdyi thatls^in^Dialogtie. As 
to the Wickednefc, the/ Boot df Job\ 'ahdfotnc 
of Chrift's Parables, havi as bad Charafters re- 
prefented in^thsm, with due Reverence I fpeak 
it, as can welt t>e imagined, and yftt^hVMcfral 
has never been thought the worfe therefore : 
JoV$ Wife, and fome of his Friends, syicl the 
Tenants in the Gofpel, who cheated their Lord 
and killed his Son, are not all the Inftances of 
this, though they are enough for this Purpofe. 

Several Shifts have been made to bring fome 
of the Primitive Do&ors of the Church into our 
Side of the <^ueftion, and it muft be (aid, not 
without Sucteefs j though it muft be ftill al- 
lowed, the: Majority are againft us, for the Rea^ 
fons already given. However, St> Paul has been 
often made to fpeak for us, in quoting a Verfe 
from Menander, or fome other comick Poet 
whofe Works are loft; and Clement of Alexan- 
dria is found to have drawn more Arguments a- 
gainft the Heathen Infidelity of his Age, from 
Greek Comedies, than from all forts of ferioi^s 
Writings. 

It would be needlefs and prolpc to (hew the 
great Ufefulnefs of the Stage * and I wifh thefe 
few Thoughts, which I think have for the molt 
part, efcaped the Managers of the late Contro- 
verfy upon this Subje£fc, may be of Service in 
overturning the Arguments againft tfie Inno- 
''" " ' " T * €en,qe 
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cence and Lawfulnefs pf it. If what has been 
faid can- induce People to believe that it is hoc 
bad in it felf, I hope what may be faid hereafter 
may perfuade them to endeavour at an Amend- 
ment of thofe Things belonging to it, which 
really have a Tendency to the Debauchery and 
Corruption of Mens Manners. 

I am y S I R> 
&&P V' ' Tours, 8cc, 
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Of Nobility of Blood, 

To t$c. 
SIR, 

* s - y 

1 Shall beg leave to lay before you Tome few 
Thoughts on Nobility of Blood : A Theme fo 
much exnaufted by the Wits both ancient and 
modern, that it will be difficult to fay any 
thing new upon it : Tho* it has been obferved 
|>y a polite Author, that almoft every Subject 
has undergone the fame Treatment $ "fo that we 
who write laterly, can only glean* from the An* 
cients and moft ingenious of the Moderns : tot 
which may confequently be added, that judici- 
oufly to glean, and fo to difpofe of our Glean- 
ings, that they may appear in a new Light, and 
taKe a Turn fomewhat different from their 
former Portions, is all the Merit, all the In- 
vention that a Writer at this tim^of P^y is 
called to. 

This Notion has been defended by an Argu- 
ment, which is brought to prove the Exiftence 
of a Deity j that is, the Univerfality of it, 
^e grant that it is almofl; univerfally received 
through all the Nations of Europe^ and moft 
ftrongly and tenacioufly by the moft barbarous 
of them, tho* the *furks are aft Exception eveji 
to that. From whence it is plain that it arofe 
among the Europeans , from an odd Mixture of 

fome 



fome of the Roman Cuftoms with thofe of the 
Norther* Nations which over-Tan the Empire.. 
The Afirtkks in general have very little OpK 
nion of it * and particularly, the Chine fe whom 
one may venture to plape in shfi firfl: Jtynk of 
polite Nations, fet to fmau an- Account upon 
the Accident of a Man's Birth, that the whole 
Nation knows but qae Diftin&ion, that is, be- 
tween the Magiftracy and the Populace * herein 
obferving a juft Medium between the State of 
Nature, where all are ^qual, and the Condition 
pjf Barbarians* wbpre ^ prpgremye Tyranny rife 
from* the lpwfilt Subfcd to jhe Monarchy and 
fwdls in eyery : JJandJt paflcs,t^rotjgh*: Ipitc 
the Aparchy of. the,j&eas r where the finall Fifties 
devour tbe,fip41qr, . $n& ,are f.%mfqlyef devDUrM 
by ; tbe gwt, .lyftq imp^ediat^ly peepme i£ic prey 
Otch^.grfi^r.; ' ' f ' r 

. .Another Argument ; jn.ijrcojtirvbf this Cti£om, 
is . t£e yalfe JLhoj^agepcnt it r i? faid to give. Mte- 
fit- 'W^.at.,yUVnot a. bijave Man ehter^ze, 
whence jcpxifidgrs ; that his Glory is not to die 
with hittfqlf,but : ta, be int^Q.onhi$rVop^pty y 
who frqm Genqr^tion to Gprieratipn' are to be 
boQpur'4 Ad.pftcfim'cJ, for the/Virtues, which he 
bad? This is a foecious Argument * but is it not 
the.Reyprfcrof Truth?. I^-not-th? JFijlth^ wHich 
Malice thrpw&pn afpirjng^ M<^it^.umccompa- 
nied with this accidental prmment^ o mQretnan. 
fufficienttp bjaftthe frefigns 'of tl^ ippft jBLcfpr 
lute? It is a poor^ CpnCq^pn for a, lVlan who 
.has fpent his Life in .Jfarfuit ofCy^pry^ .tp think 
,that tho* Cenfure and Revilings|ihall^ qualify his, 
.Reward, yet his, ,Grandfon jfaalr #rijoy tHe^ruit 
-of th%t L&qijr, ^Toj^ing is [mpr^ ^mtrion 
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t)M th& Shocks tthicha rifing MattnWeeb trttii 
on this Aciottnty the Spleen of all tttafe wh#w> 
his Merit fets Mttr above 1 , eoftftafttty puffee* hinu 
Aid this Ufaigfe he' fhall receive from Men, whey 
cduld tKey read or underftafld their A nee ft or* 
Patfcnt, would find that he was advanced to the 
JHtonduf they noV enjoy, for the fame, or per- 
hkj>s meaner Virtues, thah thofe ^rhich dignify 
tft$ Objeffc of their Contempt. 

But let us leave the Great Ones in peaceable 
Pbtfeffion of thofe Dignities and Privileges* 
Which the Wifdom of our Anceftors, and the 
Laws of our Country, have conferred on them : 
Let us defcend into our own Rank, and enquire 
what Right we have to treat bur FelloW^Sub* 
je&s with Scorn and DerMion, on Account of 
Advantages that are fo meerly uotidftal* And 
here I muft tongrattrlate my Countty, on ob* 
ferving that no ^Nation in Europe has gone fo 
far in (baking off this Impertinence, as we have 
done: We are courteous enough to allow the 
ISfanie of Gentleman to every one ^ho can live 
decently without our Afljftance* and the Learn* 
ed of aU ProfefEons haVe been compli'meated 
with that Honour, Time out of Mirffl : Where* 
as in France^ and other Countttes^ : that Appcl~ 
lation belongs only to Men of Lahds and Dc- 
fcent^ the Lawyer, the Phyfician, and other 
Profeffors of Learning, are (as fuch) excluded 
from it j in ihort, ilo one who follows any Vo- 
cation for a Livelihood muft pretend to it: 
Which is in other Words to fay, that no Body 
can be a Gentleman there, who is good for any 
thing elfe. Yet ftill there are thofe among us, 
who, in Imitation of them, fancy that a new 
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Rent-Roli and an old Pedigree, without jtnv 
other Merit, fets them high above the reft or 
their Rank * though the W ifdom of our Laws 
bos exprefly placed us all in one Category. Ot 
this Kind is the Fox-Hunter 9 who can prove by 
undeniable Teftimony, that he is the Fiftieth 
Fpol of his Family unce the Conqueft > who£ 
Anceftor having got as much Land as was fuffi- 
cient Five Hundred Years ago barely to main- 
tain his Family, which by the Increafe of Riches 
in the Nation, is now become a handfome E- 
ftatc, and has continued in his Line uninlarged 
and undiminished fince the firft Acqiufition $ yet 
ihall this Man in the Pride of his Heart over- 
look with Scorn the honeft Citizen, whofe An- 
ceftors have for a Length of Years been credita- 
bly employed in Trade, from which they have 
extracted a Fortune fuperior to his* without 
ever rcfle&ing, that *tis owing to the Induftry. 
of fuch Men that his own Efkte is fufficient 
to fet him upon a Level with them. 
• I have heard faid as a Reafon for this, that a 
confeious Pride of having been defcended from 
a Race of Men who had lived without a Stain 
to their Cfcara&ers, was a great Inducement to 
keep Men in the Ways of Virtue and Honour. 
But this is a Miftake * 'tis Education, not Birth, 
that can have fuch an Influence over the Minds 
of Men* and this was the true Reafon for giv- 
ing Efteem to the Perfons of Landed Men, be- 
caufe the Sons of rich Men were prefumed to 
have had the bed Education, and Lands were 
formerly the only Riches; but fince that ceafes 
to be the Cafe, why fhould not the Argument 
built upon it drop with it? 

I 


f ,expe& to hear it urged, that it intitles one. 
to fome Refpett to be the Defendant of a 

§rcat Man remarkably famous either in Artso.r. 
.nns. but I -would fiUti knqw whyB'B^-. 
your Dcrcent: from him make you either ho- 
neftcr, wifer, richer, ftrongcr, of braver 5 |f 
yon reap any of thefc pr any Other Advantage^ 
from fnch an Origin^ I .pjiink you 'may' with 
rcafon boaft of it, but not Qtherw jie. Befidcs, 
who knows or believes that you arc fo defcendr 
0& f *Tis many years fiace that great Man jivr 
ed, . many Generations havft p'afled"" fincej and) 
can you- anfwer for the V irtnt of a}J the W jvejs 
of you? Family-? This yoji muft do, ""qr ali'g 
loft i the' Jeaft-,* Slig in a Succcffion f}f Fjfty 


Ladies throws you out ejf this rjiighty Mcrjts 
d how precarious js that Honqur? 1$c)\ then*.. 
be" fatisfy'd, inherit the "Land? ant} Amis * of 


that greiat Man, but Ijoaft of no, more.'" 
"There are a" Tribe' of Men called \%a/A.. 
who, like the Priefts of old, make theip Ad^ 
Tantage of the fceoples Ignprance."' Jijp foqocj: 
has a Man made a 1 oitune, but he ' '" "* : 
cd by them that a Coat of Arms i: $ 

make him a Gentleman* which j 

him with* and take care to be w 
JJuj: fuch odd Devices dp they eqj ■■ 

ents with, as frequently appear boi | 

ridiculous. "' While the Vanity of t 

make Fortunes" lies this way, no ij 

muft be expected. Thofe tnat'h r 

their Gentility, will take all Oc< '% 

their Inferiors know it, and endea: g 

the moft on't: Whereas if th'ey agveea 1,9 ge- 
ipife it, they would foon have tlje seated 
V VSi 


itt The Speculatist, 

part of the Lands in the Kingdom in their 
Hands, and confequcritly cure their Country of 
fuch an Impertinence. In hopes of which I will 
tell them an Example not unworthy, to be fol- 
lowed. A Tradefman of an inferior* Clafs had^ 
by Induftry and Frugality, acquired a large Im- 
itate in one of the fined: Counties in England \ 
who dying left it to his Son : The young Mm 
lived in the Country much cj^fledby Si the 
neighbouring Gentlemen, married into one of 
the greateft Families, and was returned to fervc 
in Parliament for that' County > his good Parts 
, and Senfe had made him many Friends, * but his 
Munificence more : In fine, a ' Hcrild of the 
Country found him out, apply'd trf him,, and 
aflur'd him of the Neceffity he was under of 
procuring Arms, fince that was the only Ac- 
complishment he wanted, in order to be one of 
thebeft Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood* The 
Gentleman, ^ho by this found out what he 
would be at, anfwer'd, That bifc Father had got 
an Eftate by making good Bargains, and that 
he intended to keep it by the fame Methods | 
that if the Commodity he dealt in was reafoh- 
able, he knew not but he might be a Pur- 
chafer. The Herald at firft declined putting 
Honour to Sale 5 but when he found, that m 
might lofe his Labour if he refufed it, demand- 
ed a good Sum of Money $ which by degrees 
came down to Twenty Pieces : The Gentleman 
modeftly aflured him he could afford no more 
than Ten for the Bargain; at which he went 
away in fome Difcontent : but the Gentleman 
followed "him to the Door, and putting Ten 
Pounds in his Hand for his Trouble, fpokc 

thus 
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thus, Sir, I beg the favour, that, whenever 
you talk of me, tho* you cannot allow me to 
be one of the beft Gentlemen in the Country, 
yet you will reprefent me to be within Ten 
Guineas of the Matter. 

/ am, SIR, 

Tour bumble Servant, 

OBober to*. POPLICOLA. 
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